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House committee finds foods misused 

By Rana Sabbagfr 


AMMAN — The Lower Howe of Parliament's committee on 
financial affairs on Tuesday reported that the govensnent has 
failed to collect JD 101,21 7,400 in dues due to weaknesses in the 
Ministry of Finance’s control and follow-up procedures in col- 
lecting money and because of loopholes in the law which governs 
die activities of the Audit Bureau. The committee told the House 
dial misuse of fluids and over-expenditures on certain projects 
which proved to be a failure as w«l as huge amounts which were 
spent on feasibility studies have acted a gainst the Finance Min- 
is try's efforts to collect all dues on time. Prime Minister Zaid Rifai 
replied to the comments made in the committee report. (See fuQ 
story on page 3). 
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King to make major speech today 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Maj- 
esty King Hussein will make a 
nation-wide radio and tel- 
evision address at 6:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, an official ann- 
ouncement said Tuesday. The 
announcement said that King 
Hussein will present J ordan' s 
view with regard to; 
estine problem ^nff. 
stand vis-a-vis;j% ,l 1atest dev- 
elopments in-tin? MiddJfJEast 
oonuct. f{* , 
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Prince Sultan, Nsour 
meetin Riyadh 

RIYADH- (Berra) — Saadi Sec- 
ort&De|^PrimcMtoisteT and 
. Defence Minister Prince Sultan 
Itm Abdul' Aziz on Tuesday rec- 
^volflaming Minister Abdullah 
Ngour. Dr. Nsoyr is currently on a 
-risk tb5audi Arabia. Prince Sul- 
cm v and Dr .’Nsour discussed 
Saudi- Jordanian bilateral rel- 
ations and cooperation. Saudi 
Minister of Finance Mohammad 
AbaJ JQad attended the meeting. 

fiofflbex^odes 
in liberate ~ 


TEL AWV (R) — A bomb exp- 
lodedon Xucsdayinthe northern 
town .of -Tiberias but caused no 
casualties, police said. They said 
the explosion occurred near the 
main bus station of the town which 
overlooks the Sea of Galilee. 


two Palestinians - 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— An Israeli, conn sentenced one 
Palestinian to life imprsonment 
and another to 18 yeare cm Tue- 
sday for allegedly kflftn g an Israeli 
taxi driver in the outskirts of Jer- 
usalem last April. Three Israelis 
have been charged with the “rev- 
enge” murder of an Arab taxi dri- 
ver in Jerusalem; .several' days 
later. The Palestmian sentenced to 
life irnprsoninent was' identified 
as Mohammad Ashux. Ide- 
ntification of the second man was 
withheld because be. is a minor. 
The trial of a thud Palestinian all- 
eged to be involved in ihe kiliing is 
still taking placp. 

EG court backs ’ ' 
U.K, bm on <>II 
to Israel 


LUXEMBOURG (AP) - The 
European Court of Justice ruled 
Tuesday -dial . a British gov- 
ern tnent policy effectively ban- 
ning North .Sea bil exports to Isr- 
ael does iwt ykilate European 
ComnHmity (EC) law. The ruling 
will likely upset Israel which has 
beed bustrated in its atieoqpts in 
" the’ past six years to diversify its 
'sources of oil supply by the British 
ban on od exports. In 1982. Bulk 
03 A.G. c£ Switzerland wa&fined 
" S15 inflKon in Britain for trying to 
sdl Bririsb North Sea crude to Isr- 
ael. The oil was sold to Bulk by 
Sim OflTrading Co. 

GTeece confiriBS 

Soviet ofilcial Is 

missing Id Athens 

^»- 

ATHENS (R) — The Greek gov- 
ernment confirmed on Tuesday 
that a Soviet employee at Mos- 
cow’s embassy in Athens had dis- 
appeared with his son and a nanny 
but declined comment on press 
reports that they had sought asy- 
lum at the UJS, embassy. A US. 
embassy spokesman also declined 
comment on the reports. Deputy 
government spokesman Antonis 
Kourtis said the Soviet embassy 
has asked the Greek authorities to 
search forViktorGudarev,50.his 
eight-year-old son- Maxim and 
Galina Gromova, the boy’s 30- 
year-old nanny who vanished on 
Friday. . 
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Iraq reports 
beating back 
Iranian thrust 

Combined ^ency dispatches 

IRAQ SAID it beat off an Iranian attack in 
the central sector of the Fao peninsula ove- 
rnight, killing more than 1,200 Iranians in a 
fierce five-hour battle 


BrigadterAli Jassim A1 Hayani, 
coizanandcr of one of three col- 
umns battling Iranian troops who 
thrust into southern Iraq nine days 
ago. said on Baghdad Radio the 
Iranians had attacked “the whole 
front" of his column. 

"A fierce balde raged for five 
hours, ending at 4 a.ra. today 
(0100 GMT) with the destruction 
of the enemy troops, who suffered 
more than 1 200 men killed and 
large numbers wounded, in add- 
ition to a number captured." Brig. 
Hayani said. 

The three Iraqi columns 
counter-attacked five days ago 
and the army daOy A1 Qadisaya 
Quoted commanders as saying 
Urey were “recapturing Iraqi land 
by inches from the enemy, which 
continues to push groupsof its for- 
ces to the front.” 

Iraq said on Monday its air force 
had destroyed six bridges in the 
Iranian cities of Abadan and 
Mohammarah (Khorramshahr) 
on the Shatt A1 Arab waterway to 
cut enemy reinforcement and 
supply lines. 

Reuter correspondent Subhy 
Haddad reported from Basra. 80 
kilometre* northwest oT the 'main 
fighting in the Fao peninsula, that 
the calm of Iraq’s second city was 
was disturbed by die scream of 
warplanes flying to pound Iranian 
positions. 

Along the main road from Bag- 
hdad to Basra he saw hundreds of 
tanks, missiles, heavy guns, trucks 
and other military vehicles, also 
heading south. 

The heavy traffic doubled the 
norma! length of the journey to 


Basra, to nine hours. 

Meanwhile. Iran claimed its 
forces continued to advance from 
the oil port of Fao moving north 
towards Basra and west towards 
the Iraqi naval base of Umm Oaxr 
next to the Iraqi- Kuwaiti border. 

Baghdad dailies on Tuesday 
quoted Air Marshal Ha meed 
Sha’ aban assaying Iraqi air strikes 
had deprived the encircled Iranian 
troops of key supply routes and he 
expected them os a result “to eit- 
her surrender or be annihilated.” 

The strikes had also prevented 
the Iranians evacuating casualties 
to the rear, he said. 

Iraq said Monday night its gun- 
ners shot down an Iranian F-4 
Phantom jet and a helicopter gun- 
ship over the battlefront. It also 
said two Iranian navy supply ships 
were destroyed in the uulf Mon- 
day night. 

Another commander, who is 
coordinating die three Iraqi col- 
umns along the northern Gulf 
coast sakl the tide of battle was 
turning for Iraq. 

“The situation in general is in 
Iraq's favour, with the armed for- 
ces starting to recapture Iraqi ter- 
ritory during the past 48 hours,' 1 
Lieutenant-General Hisham 
Sabah A1 Fakhri told the Iraqi 
News Agency, INA. 

The foreign ministers of Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia. Sheikh Sabah 
A1 Ahmad Al Sabah and Prince 
Saud Al Faisal, left Baghdad on 
Tuesday after meeting President 
Saddam Hussein Monday night. 

Iraqi media gave no details of 

(Continued on page 4) 


Gemayel holds talks 
with French president 


PARIS. (Agencies) — President 
Amin Gemayel of Lebanon met 
with President Francois Mit- 
terrand on Tuesday to discuss the 
deteriorating situation in Leb- 
anon, presidential spokesman 
Michel Vauzefle said. 

Itwas the first meeting between 
the two chiefs of state in two years. 

The two leaders also discussed 
the four French hostages being 
held in Lebanon, and Mr. Gem- 
ayel said that with his “limited 
means” he was trying to obtain 
their release. 

Mr. Gemayel is in France to att- 
end the three-day Francophone 
summit, which is bringing together 
leaders and officials from 39 nat- 
ions that have the French lan- 
guage in common (See page &). 

Mr. Gemayel, who arrived on 
Sunday, spent 50 minutes with 
Mr. Mitterrand and told reporters 
afterwards: “As far as our limited 


means allow, we are trying to do 
all we can to free the hostages as 
soon as possible. 

"The situation is complicated, 
bull hope wc can succeed with the 
briefest of delays. We are in the 
process of working on it.” 

Spokesman Vauzelle made no 
reference to the hostages, saying 
only the talks had been useful and 
that the French president was now 
fully briefed on the situation in 
Lebanon. 

The four hostages include two 
diplomats, a researcher and a jou- 
rnalist. They disappeared in 
March last year. 

Mr. Gemayel was also expected 
to tave sought French support for 
his presidency. Mr. Gemayel. who 
is under increasing pressure from 
Lebanese Christian as well as 
Muslim leaders to resign, has said 
he intends to retain office until his 
term expires in 1988. 


Chad vows to crush 
Libya-backed rebels 


N'DJAMENA (R) — The Cha- 
dian government, buoyed by the 
arrival of the advance guard of 
French reinforcements, on Tue- 
sday pledged itself to rid the cou- 
ntry of rebels. 

An official statement said Chad 
was “determined to do all in its 
power to ensure the total lib- 
eration of the occupied part of die 
territory.” 

Broadcast after a meeting of off- 
icials under President Hissene 
Habrc, the statement said Chad 
could not ‘’bargam over its sov- 
ereignty and freedom.” 

It thanked France for heeding 
its call for military help against 
Libyan-backed rebels occupying 
the north of the country, saying 
that France’s response showed it 
was determined to "respect its 
commitments towards Chad and 
Africa.” 

France sent four warplanes on 
Monday to its former colony as 
advance guard of what Pars said 
was a deterrence to further “Lib- 


yan aggression.'’ 

N'djamena’s international air- 
port remained closed to civilian 
aircraft after a lone bomber att- 
acked and damaged pan of the 
runway. 

France said the plane which att- 
acked N’djamena airport was Lib- 
yan while Tripoli said it belonged 
to rebels. 

AP adds: The Libyan-backed 
rebel movement in Chad on Tue- 
sday formally claimed res- 
ponsibility for the F*rdjainena 
bombing cm Monday. 

'.ate claim came in a statement 
cat Ted on state-run Tripoli 
Ra <o. The broadcast said it was 
quoiing '‘die official spokesman” 
of f- £ GUNT, who had issued the 
str- ;ment to die “Voice of the 
Greater Arab Nation” radio sta- 
tion run by Libya’s revolutionary 
committees. 

The rebel spokesman said “tile 
GUNT possesses fighter aircraft 
and its own Chadian pilots.” 




Rifai urges Arab and 
Islamic support of Iraq 


Prime Minister Zaid Rffai addresses the Lower House of Parliament on Tuesday (Petra photo) 


Central Bank partially 
floats exchange rates 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Central Bank 
has issued new regulations to ove- 
rhaul the procedures of dealing in 
dollar and other foreign cur- 
rencies by commercial banks and 
financial corporations in Jordan. 

According to the new reg- 
ulations, which have gone into eff- 
ect since on Feb. 1, the Central 
Bank will not buy or sell foreign 
exchange except on Mondays. 
Tuesdays. Wednesdays and Thu- 
rsdays. It will not issue a price or 
entertain any request during the 
weekend days — on Fridays in 
Jordan and in the international 
markets on Fridays and Saturdays. 

On the other hand, commercial 
banks and financial corporations 
are no more obliged to apply the 
exchange rates fixed daily by the 
Central Bank as was the case prior 
to Feb. 1. Financial institutions 
can now quote any price they 
deem appropriate, provided that 
the selling rate of any currency will 
not exceed the Central Bank's 
published selling rate, and the 
buying rate will not be lower than 
die Central Bank’s buying rate. 

In other words, the commercial 
banks are now given the freedom 
to quote any price within the range 


set by the Central Bonk. 

It is thus normal under the cir- 
cumstances to expect that com- 
mercial banks will apply the Cen- 
tral Bank's ceiling price on out- 
going transfers, certified cheques, 
drafts, bills for collection and 
imports letters of credit. The floor 
price will be applied to incoming 
transfers, cheques bought, drafts 
drawn on banks, bills for col- 
lection abroad, and export letters 
of credit. 

The Central Bank has also per- 
mitted commercial banks and fin- 
ancial corporations to oollect the 
usual commissions and difference 
of exchange that they used to cha- 
rge their customers. 

According to figures released 
by the Central Bank this week the 
margin between selling rate and 
buying rate of the "dollar is' cur- 
rently less than one per cent. This 
means that the freedom of banks 
to vary the exchange rate of the 
dollar is now limited to this narrow 
margin. Therefore, the new ins- 
tructions do not amount to a full 
fledged floatation of the dollar 
rate vis-a-vis the Jordanian dinar 
or even come dose to it. 

According to the new reg- 
ulations. the Central Bank w31 
publish, on four days a week, pri- 


ces for the dol Ear only. It will cease 
to sell all other fore^n currencies. 
However, the Central Bank will 
continue to buy other currencies, 
at prices to be agreed upon, taking 
into account the prevailing rate in 
the international markets. This 
may be considered a partial flo- 
atation of the exchange rates of 
foreign currencies (except the dol- 
lar) vis-a-vis the Jordanian dinar. 

In theory at least the new reg- 
ulations should create flexibility 
which strong customers can use to 
obtain better rates from Their ban- 
kers. since a measure of com- 
petition is now allowed among 
bankers in the field of foreign exc- 
hange transactions. 

However, taking the ins- 
tructions as a whole, one should 
note, that they are do more than a 
banking procedural reform of the 
foreign exchange dealings. They 
have no major economic or mon- 
etary consequences. They do not 
indicate any important change in 
the Central Bank’s policies tow- 
ards foreign exchange rates. 

The new instructions wfll bec- 
ome extremely important if. and 
only if, the Central Bank widens 
the margin of rate fluctuation to 
become say 10 per cent instead of 
the 'present narrow margin. 


Lebanese fighters battle Israelis 
searching for 2 captive soldiers 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanese 
commandos battled with 
helicopter-borne Israeli troops as 
they swept across South Lebanon 
with tanks and gunships on Tue- 
sday and an Israeli navy sailor was 
killed by shore fire as Israel con- 
ducted a search for two of its sol- 
diers captured in a commando 
ambush 

Beirut radio cal led the sweep an 
“outright new invasion” and said 
Lebanon instructed its U.N. amb- 
assador. Rashid Fakhoury, to 
lodge a complaint with the Sec- 
urity Council against the Israeli 
action now in its second day. 

The radio reported that the gue- 
rrillas shot down an Israeli hel- 
icopter gunship near Srifa. just 
south of the Litani River, 24 kil- 
ometres north of the Israeli bor- 
der. 

The state radio said three Leb- 
anese fighters were killed and six 
wounded. U.N. spokesman Timor 
Goksel said six civilians were also 
wounded in the fighting. 

The radio said Lebanese militia 
fighters dashed with the Israelis in 
several villages within and outside 
U N .-policed zones in South Leb- 
anon. Hand-to-hand combat was 


reported in one firefigbt. 

Witnesses quoted by AP said 
Israel poured more tanks and 
hundreds of troops in armoured 
personnel carriers and buses acr- 
oss the mountainous border into 
Lebanon at dawn. 

Cobra helicopter gunships cir- 
cled as Israeli soldiers surrounded 
about a dozen villages in quick 
succession, ordering residents out 
of their homes and questioning 
them, witnesses told Reuter. 

“Today's operation is much 
bigger than yesterday," a Dutch 
U.N. observer said at a village 
near Sid on as troops escorted 
three young men along a street 
with their hands bound. 

The southern hamlets lie up to 
12 kilometres north of Israel's 
border "security zone” where fig- 
hters of the Islamic Resistance 
Front on Tuesday ambushed cars 
canying Israelis in civilian clothes 
and pro-Israeli militiamen. 

The attack prompted the mas- 
sive Israeli sweep north of tbe 
zone. Jet planes also streaked low 
over Lebanon on Tuesday, rep- 
ea ted ly breaking the sound barrier 
in tbe south and over Beirut. 

The Islamic Resistance Front, 


led by tbe radical Shfite Hizbollah 
(Party of God), said it had killed 
10 Israelis and seized two, but Isr- 
ael said only two militiamen died. 

The front said Tuesday the two 
captives have been removed to a 
“safe location well beyond Israel’s 
reach.” 

“They are receiving treatment 
for gunshot wounds they suffered 
in the ambush,” said a statement 
issued in Beirut by the front. 

The front said it would dis- 
tribute photographs of the two pri- 
soners. Lebanese Tdevisioa Mon- 
day night showed film of a msm 
swatted in bandages which it said 
was one of the Israelis. 

Village is in the path of the Isr- 
aeli advance reported several cas- 
ualties on Tuesday, but could not 
provide figures. 

“They made three of us lie on 
the ground and fixed over our 
beads” Bilal Subh. 13, said in 
Kfar Dounine village. “My seven- 
year-old cousin Haicham was 
wounded in tbe leg by helicopter 
guns.” be told Reuter. 

The Israeli army command said 
a navy sailor was killed when fire 
was directed from the Tyre area at 
a navy boat patrolling off shore. 


Grishin removed from Soviet politburo 


MOSCOW (AP) — Politburo 
member Viktor Grishin, who in 
December was removed as Mos- 
cow City party leader, was retired 
from the ruling body on Tuesday 
in one of three major personnel 
changes announced at a Central 
Committee plenum. 

Boris N. Yeltsin, 55, Mr. Gri- 
shin's successor as Moscow party 
chief, was named an alternate 
member of the politburo. 

Konstantin V. Rusakov, 76. 
was retired as Central Committee 
secretary in d&ige of liaison with 
Communist parties in the socialist 
bloc. 

The changes were announced 
by the official news agency TASS 
in a brief report on a plenary mee- 
ting of the 300-plus policymaking 
body. 

Mr. Grishin, 71, had been on 


the politburo for 24 years and was 
one of the last holdovers from the 
era of Leonid I. Brezhnev, the 
party leader who died in 1982. He 
had been Moscow City party lea- 
der since 1967, and his removal 
two months ago came after 
months of rumours that he would 
be replaced because of allegations 
of poor party administration for 
the capital city. 

Mr. Grishin’s removal from tbe 
ruling politburo brings the num- 
ber of full members to 11. Mr. 
Yells hi's addition increases the 
non-voting membership to seven. 

Since Mikhail Gorbachev bec- 
ame parfy leader last March, three 
full politburo members have been 
removed and four new app- 
ointments were announced. 

No replacement was announced 
for Mr. Rusakov, who TASS said 


retired for “health reasons” at the 
plenum, which precedes the ope- 
ning of the 27th Communist Party 
congress oa Feb. 25. 

Reuter adds: Mr. Grishin was rep- 
orted by party sources to have 
opposed the appointment of Mr. 
Gorbachev to succeed Konstantin 
Chernenko last March. 

He was widely seen as the fig- 
urehead for the conservative "old 
guard” of senior party officials 
that became the target for Mr. 
Gorbachev’s drive for renewal in 
party and state ranks. 

Mr. Yeltsin delivered a wit- 
hering attack on the adm- 
inistration of Moscow under Mr. 
Grishin last month, saying the 
city's party apparatus had become 
a byword for corruption and bur- 
eaucracy across the country. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Min- 
ister Zaid Al Rifai on Tuesday cal- 
led on Arab and Islamic countries 
to stand by Iraq in confronting the 
Iranian regime's aggression on 
Iraqi territory, Mr. Rifai said His 
Majesty King Hussein has been in 
constant touch with Iraqi Pre- 
sident Saddam Hussein to discuss 
the latest Iranian offensive and 
has been assured that the Iraqi 
armed forces have contained the 
new attack and will soon defeat 
the Iranian invaders. 

Mr. Rifai was addressing the 
Lower House of Parliament dur- 
ing a session in which deputies 
denounced the Iranian aggression 
cm Iraq and voiced support for the 
King's national stand and backing 
for Iraq. Iraq is now waging a bat- 
tle in defence of the Arab Hom- 
eland and the Iraqi armed forces 
continue a heroic struggle to saf- 
eguard the Arab nation's dignity, 
the prime minister said. 

He continued that Jordan, 


under King Hussein, has sup- 
ported Iraq since the start of the 
I ranian aggression on Iraqi ter- 
ritory more than five years ago. 
Jordan will not change its policy or 
stand since it is a national duty and 
a national commitment. Mr. Rifai 
said. 

The Iraqi forces are gaming the 
upper hand in the battlefield and 
the day will soon come when we all 
will celebrate an Iraqi victory 
which would put an end to the war , 
Mi. Rifai added. 

At the outset of the session, 
several deputies made speeches 
lauding the Iraqi armed forces str- 
uggle m the face of the Iranian 
aggression and expressing total 
support for King Hussein who, 
they said, pledged Jordan’s total 
support and help for tbe Iraqi 
people. 

Deputy Mohammad Ahmad Al 
Thweib said there is no jus- 
tification for the Arab countries 
(Continued on page 4) 


Mubarak expects 
Jordan-PLO accord 
on accepting 242 


CAIRO (Agencies) — President 
Hosni Mubarak said on Tuesday 
he expected Jordan and the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) to agree a formula to adv- 
ance Middle East peace efforts. 

The Egyptian leader was spe- 
aking to reporters after talks with 
PLO Chahman Yasser Arafat and 
indirect consultations, through a 
close, aide, with His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

There was a misunderstanding, 
but no problem between Jordan 
and die PLO on a formula linking 
PLO acceptance of two United 
Nations resolutions implying rec- 
ognition of Israel's right to exist 
with Palestinian demands for 
self-determination , Mr. Mubarak 
said. 

Mr. Mubarak did not disclose 
the differences between Jordan 
and the PLO. 

There would be more Jordan- 
PLO contacts in the next two days, 
he said, adding: “We expect they 
will be able to reach a settlement 
to overcome the point regarding 
acceptance of (U.N. Resolutions) 
242 and 338 and finding a formula 
for it " 

He said Egypt was trying to help 
the PLO and Jordan reach a for- 
mula to allow the holding of an 
international conference on Mid- 
dle East peace. 

The Ui>. insists that the PLO 
must recognise the Jewish state’s 
right to exist, which acceptance of 
the two UJV. resolutions would 
imply, before they will talk with it. 

Mr. Arafat says terms for acc- 
eptance are under discussion and 
said last weekend that three for- 
mulae, details of which he did not 
disclose, had been presented to 
Washington. 

The PLO has rejected the res- 
olutions for years because they 
treat the Palestinians as refugees 
and do not assert their right to 


self-determination . 

Mr. Mubarak’s 90- minute mee- 
ting with Mr. Arafat was their 
third round of talks since the PLO 
leader arrived here last Thursday. 

On Monday, Mr. Mubarak sent 
his top political adviser Osama Al 
Baz to Amman for talks with King 
Hussein. 

“Dr. Al Baz went to Jordan 
with an oral message from me to 
King Hussein Co see if there is any- 
thing new and if... we could do 
somethmg with Mr. Yasser Arafat 
to bring them near to each other,” 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

Mr. Mubarak was asked about 
the three formulas the PLO has 
presented to the United States. 

Mr. Arafat’s political adviser 
Hani AJ Hassan said in Amman an 
Feb. 5 the three formulas “revolve 
around the fact that tbe basis of 
the political process cannot only 
be Resolution 242." 

Mr. Hassan said “all pertinent 
UN. resolutions” should serve as 
a basis “in a way that will gua- 
rantee the Palestinians' right to 
seLf-de termination within a con- 
federation” with Jordan. 

Mr. Mubarak said Jordan con- 
veyed tire three fbrmnlas to Was- 
hington, and Egypt was only "krf- 
onned of them.” 

He brushed aside questions 
about Washington’s reaction to 
them, saying: “Let us first agree 
among ourselves and then look for 
the American position.” 

Mr. Mubarak said Mr. Arafat 
will leave Cairo “m one or two 
days, and I don't know where lie 
will be going.” The PLO leader 
left the meeting without talking to 
reporters. 

Mr. Mubarak said he expects to 
get together again with Mr. Arafat 
“after a while*' to resume Egy- 
ptian good offices. 

(Continued on page 4) 


Philippines peso suffers as 
Aquino call takes hold 


MANILA (Agencies) — The Phi- 
lippine peso suffered its biggest 
one-day fall in 15 years on Tue- 
sday amid the political uncertainty 
that has followed a bitterly con- 
tested presidential election. 

Meanwhile, stocks slid and 
bank withdrawals jumped Tue- 
sday, two days after Corazon Aqu- 
ino called for a boycott of com- 
panies associated with friends or 
relatives of President Ferdinand 
Marcos. 

Stock prices of San Miguel 
Gorp., a large beer, soft drink, 
dairy and food -product company, 
dipped sharply- Officers of two 
large Manila banks said many cli- 
ents were taking their money els- 
ewhere. 

Despite signs of widespread 
election fraud, the national ass- 
embly declared Mr. Marcos tile 
winner. On Sunday, Mrs. Aquino 
called for a boycott of seven banks 
and several corporations owned or 
controlled by friends or relatives 
of Mr. Marcos. 

In trading at the foreign exc- 
hange centre, the peso fell to 
22.04 to one U.S. dollar, com- 
pared with 19.98 on Monday, a 


devaluation of 103 per cent. 

Militant youths protested out- 
side the U.S. embassy as Mrs. 
Aquino's call began to take hold. 

A spokesman for Mrs. Aquino 
said she rejected a suggestion by a 
U-S. congressman that a new ele- 
ction be held to resolve the pol- 
itical stand-off between herself 
and Mr. Marcos. 

The head of a citizen’s poll- 
watch group credited with trying 
to keep the balloting fair said that 
more than 33 million people 
coukl not vote because their 
names were dropped from official 
registration lists. 

Chairman Jose Concepcion of 
the National Movement for Free 
Elections (Namfrel) said most of 
the excised names were in areas 
where Mrs. Aquino was strong. 

Several hundred protesters org- 
anised by the militant group* 
Bayan demonstrated outside die 
US. embassy. 

Some scrawled “Out US.- 
Marcos dictatorship” in red paint 
on a park pillar and one group 
spokesman threatened to take 
American hostages “if our ple- 
adings will not be listened to.” 
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New Aden leadership meets cool 
response for foreign recognition 


By Rory Changing 

Reuter 

ADEN — South Yemen’s new leaders, who won 
power in a brief but bloody civil war last month, 
have met a cool response in their bid for foreign 
recognition. 


President Haider Abu Baker A1 
Attas, appointed head of the Mar- 
xist South Arabian state 10 days 
ago, pledged to stick to the foreign 
policies of his ousted predecessor 
Ali Nasser Mohammad and str- 
engthen ties with the Soviet 
Union. 

"We will seek good relations 
with the (Gulf) Cooperation Cou- 
ncil and consolidate our relations 
with Socialist and other countries, 
particularly the Soviet Union/' he 
said. 

The Gulf Council (GCC) gro- 
ups Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. Oman, 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Qatar and Bahrain. 

Several foreign governments, 
however, including the deeply rel- 
igious and largely pro- Western 
Saudi Arabia, have hesitated to 
endorse the new regime, whose 
leading ideal ogue Abdul Fattah 
Ismail — among die estimated 
13,000 killed in the fighting —was 
described by Western diplomats 
as a hardline Marxist. 

Political uncertainty also per- 
sists after threats last week by 
Nasser Mohammad of more fig- 
hting unless his opponents agree 
to his political demands. He told 
the UAE daily AJ Ittihad be still 
retained military support in South 
Yemen. 

Diplomats say relations bet- 


ween Aden and the GCC are cru- 
cial to Moscow's drive to boost ties 
in the region, where until last Oct- 
ober it had long had relations with 
only Kuwait. 

A rapprochement in 1983 bet- 
ween South Yemen and Oman, 
brokered by Kuwait, was the key 
to a decision by Muscat four 
months ago to establish dip- 
lomatic relations with the Kre- 
mlin. Weeks later the UAE agr- 
eed to exchange ambassadors with 
Moscow. 

Diplomats say these and other 
GCC states which might consider 
similar action would not move 
without Saudi consent. 

The Kremlin, on which imp- 
overishedSouth Yemen has relied 
heavily for aid since it gained ind- 
ependence from Britain in 1967,15 
keen that its diplomatic offensive 
in the Gulf should not be jeo- 
pardised. It stepped up the off- 
ensive this week. 

The Soviet News Agency 
TASS, in a commentary issued to 
coincide with the 60th anniversary 
of a diplomatic note in which the 
Soviet Union recognised the new 
Saudi state, called for an “act- 
i visa bon of relations'’ between 
Moscow and Riyadh. 

Aden’s new leaders say hun- 
dreds of "mercenaries” from 
Saudi Arabia helped Nasser Moh- 


ammad in the 12-day war. 

But they are careful to avoid 
any accusations of Saudi backing. 
‘T do not accuse Saudi Arabia. We 
want to look at what took place as 
an internal question,” said 
newly-elected deputy chief of die 
ruling Socialist Party, Salem Saleh 
Mohammad. 

He said 500 captives held had 
come from a camp inside the kin- 
gdom, near the borders of both 
South and North Yemen. 

A large number of Yemeni tri- 
besmen, including groups- known 
to oppose any type of Marxist rule, 
live on the Saudi side of the ill- 
defined desert frontiers. 

Foreign ministers of the GCC 
states met after the Yemeni Soc- 
ialist Parly elected a new gov- 
ernment. to discuss what informed 
sources in Bahrain said would be a 
joint stand towards it. The out- 
come of the meeting was not dis- 
closed. 

Kuwait, voicing what diplomats 
believe is the Soviet line, said 
immediately after the conflict 
ended there was no need to for- 
mally recognise the new lea- 
dership. 

“What happened in South 
Yemen is an internal affair, inv- 
olving one party. Therefore it does 
not need recognition from Kuw- 
ait,” Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah AJ Ahmad A1 Sabah told A1 
Rai AJ Aam newspaper. 

In the UAE, however, despite 
its new Soviet ties, tire Emirates 
News Agency WAM and the 
semi-official Abu Dhabi daily A1 
Ittihad continued to refer to Nas- 
ser Mohammad as president. 

Syria, previously me of South 
Yemen's closest Arab allies, has 


Cruise runs aground for British children 


CAIRO ( AP) — A maritime legal 
problem forced a change in an 
educational cruise for hundreds of 
British children Tuesday and gave 
them the unexpected opportunity 
of a bus trip across Egypt's Sinai 
peninsula. 

British embassy spokeswoman 
Christine Ferguson said the cha- 
nge was prorated by an Egyptian 
court order impounding the ship 
at the Mediterranean city of Port 
Said at the northern end of the 
Suez Canal. 

•She said the 5 .000-ton Cypriot 
passenger ship Neptumia was car- 


rying 582 British school children 
and teachers on a Mediterranean 
cruise including Egypt and Israel. 

Miss Ferguson said “a legal 
wrangle between the ship’s own- 
ers and creditors” prompted the 
Egyptian court to issue a writ det- 
aining the ship. She said she did 
not know who the owners and cre- 
ditors were. 

According to Lloyd’s register of 
ships and the Cyprus embassy, the 
stag) is owned by the Cynthia Nav- 
igation Co. Ltd. and is registered 
at Limassol, Cyprus. • • 

Miss Fergnson said the owners 


Spain begins census of 
Moroccans in Melilla 


MADRID (R) — A joint com- 
mission of Spanish officials and 
community leaders have began 
compiling a census of people of 
Moroccan origin living in Spain’s 
North African enclave of Melilla. 

Officials said the census, which 
is expected to be completed by the 
end of this week, is the first step 
towards honouring a government 
pledge to giant residence permits 
to those who have roots in tire 
area. 

Melilla's people of Moroccan 
origin ended a month-long protest 
last week against the application 
of a new aliens’ law after the gov- 
ernment agreed to study their 


requests for Spanish ritmenship. 

Muslim leaders claim there are 
up to 30.000 people of Moroccan 
descent living in Melilla on Mor- 
occo's northern coast against off- 
icial estimates of 20,000. A fur- 
ther 7,000 people of Moroccan 
origin live m tire neighbouring 
enclave of Ceuta. 

Only 3,000 of them have Spa- 
nish citizenship, while a further 
6,500 cany a "statistics card” 
which does not allow them to tra- 
vel to the mainland. More than 
half have no official documents 
and are viewed as illegal imm- 
igrants by Spain. 


owned about $300/100 to cre- 
ditors, who sought and won the 
impoundment order from a court 
at Suez City. 

She said the children and tea- 
chers left Fort Said by bus Tue- 
sday morning and headed for Isr- 
ael across Sinai, a 240-kflometre 
drive along a desert road close to 
the Mediterranean coast 
* 

The Neptunia was chartered by 
the private British organisation 
Schools Abroad, which conducts 
educational cruises for children. 

“The children are all well,” 
Miss Feigusqn said. 


Saudi smoker gets 
car to quit smoking 

JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
A Saudi Arabian businessman was 
reported Tuesday to have pre- 
sented a car to a heavy smoker as 
an incentive to get him to quit the 
habit According to the report 
which appeared in the English- 
language newspaper Saudi Gaz- 
ette, the businessman presented 
his friend with a Toyota Cressida 
to encoura^e him to stick to a dec- 
ision to give up smoking. The 
paper did not give the names of 
the businessman or his friend. It 
only said the former was from 
Taif, the Saudi Red Sea sunnner 
resort city. The friend, who smo- 
ked 50 cigarettes a day, had dec- 
ided lately to give np the habit 
after falling HI, 


kept silent since playing host a for- 
tnight ago to Nasser Mohammad, 
three days before the new lea- 
dership was named. The official 
news agency SANA referred to 
him then as president. 

Mr. Attas, on being named int- 
erim leader soon after the fighting 
ended, sent senior envoys to 
Oman and Kuwait to assure Gulf 
states of continuing ties. 

The other four GCC states 
meanwhile received envoys of 
Nasser M ohamma d apparently 
bidding to rally support for him. 

The ousted leader said last week 
he had offered proposals to the 
Soviet Union, Ethiopia and North 
Yemen which he said sought to 
resolve South Yemen's conflict. 
He warned of renewed fighting if 
they were spurned. 

Among these were proposals 
to: 

— Convene the Central Com- 
mittee of the Yemeni Socialist 
Party to elect a new secretary- 
general, a post he held jointly as 
head of state (one has already 
been elected in his absence). 

— Form aimifitaiy committee of 
personnel who did not take part in 
the fighting, to reorganise the mil- 
itary. 

— End a crackdown on pol- 
iticians and free detainees, whom 
he said numbered 15.000, and 
form an international committee 
to implement the proposals. 

Political uncertainty threatens 
not only foreign relations. It is alr- 
eady hitting reconstruction aid 
and potential donors are likely to 
remain wary as long as fears per- 
sist of fresh hostilities, diplomats 
and relief officials say. 


i Turkish 
court orders 
release of 6 
peace activists 

ISTANBUL (R) — A Turkish 
miHtaiy court ordered the release 
of six of 12 jailed leaders of the 
pro-disarmament Peace Ass- 
ociation when their retrial began 
on a charge of seeking to ove- 
rthrow die state. 

The 12 are among 23 members 
of Peace Association sentenced to 
between fifae- and ekh t .years .in 
1983 but now retired on the gro- 
und that 'fee case had not been 
sufficiently investigated. 

Six defendants were granted 
provisional liberty 15 months ago 
and five others are on the run. 

The Peace Association was do- 
sed down by the military which 
took power in 1980 and brought a 
case against the group because of 
its links with East European cou- 
ntries and the Soviet-backed 
World Peace Council. Com- 
munism is illegal in Turkey. 

The 23 include Peace Ass- 
ociation Chairman Mahmut Dik- 
erdem, a retired career diplomat, 
and leading lawyers, journalists 
and academics. 

Defence lawyers bad called for 
all 12 jailed defendants to be freed | 
and for arrest warrants against the | 
five on the run to be suspended. : 

The trial was adjourned until I 
March 10. 


4 Egyptians 
sentenced 
to death 
for drug 
smuggling 

SUEZ CFTY (AP) — A. court on 
Tuesday pronounced two Col- 
ombian sailors and four other 
members of a Honduran ship’s 
crew innocent of drug-smuggling 
charges but convicted four Egy- 
ptians and sentenced them to 
death. 

The same court had ordered the 
release of the Colombians, a Chi- 
lean, two Tanzanians and an Egy- 
ptian last month. That action was 
tantamount to acquittal, but Tue- 
sday's verdict made it official. 


Assad: No military role in Lebanon 


been ordered to remain in Egypt 
after their release pending pro- 
nouncement of their acquittal. 

The crew members were arr- 
ested last July 6 after the freighter 
Sky transited the Suez Canal en 
route to North Yemen from the 
Greek capital Athens. 

Police said they found almost 
six tons of hashish in a con- 
signment of cans labelled tomato 
paste aboard the Sky. 


PARIS (R) — Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad has ruled oat mil- 
itary action in Lebanon, saying the 
pact be worked out with rival mil- 
itias remained the only solution to 
Lebanon’s civil war. 

In an interview published on 
Tuesday in the French daily new- 
spaper Liberation Mr. Assad said: 
"We have no intention of int- 
ervening militarily." 

“If in the future the Lebanese 
cannot manage to find a solution, 
we will not intervene as we have in 
tire past to try and stop the con- 
flict,” he told the left-wing daily. 

Mr. Assad said a shaky Syrian- 
backed accord between Leb- 
anon’s three principle militias was 
the “only route open to peace in 
Lebanon.” adding that if peace 
efforts failed Syria would be red- 
uced to the role of a “spectator!” 

The pact, signed in Damascus 
last December, has come largely 
unstuck due to the opposition of 
the Falangist Party and Lebanese 
President Amm Gemayel. 

Mr. Assad said be would sup- 
port Lebanon's embattled pre- 
sident, currently in Paris for a 
summit of French speaking lea- 
ders, so long as he was a “factor of 
understanding between Leb- 
anese.” 

But he added: “I cannot des- 
cribe as constructive his attitude 
since the signin g of the tripartite 
accord nor say that he has con- 


Ank ara satisfied with 
outcome of EC meeting 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey exp- 
ressed satisfaction Tuesday at a 
decision by European Community 
(EC) foreign ministers to unfreeze 
relations with Ankara. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
commenting on Monday’s move, 
called it positive and said: “It 
looks like a step towards restoring 
ties.” 

The date of the first meeting erf 
tile EC-Turkey Association Cou- 
ncil was not set, but Ankara was 
informed it could be held in early 
September this year. 

The council has not met since 
the Community froze ties fol- 
lowing Turkey’s September 1980 
military coup. Turkey returned to 
civilian government in 1983. 

£C diplomats in Ankar a earlier- 
said Turkey had wanted the mee- 
ting before April 1. but the spo- 
kesman said Ankara did not see 
the plan to meet in six months' 
time as a postponement. 

The ministers did not decide 
whether the meeting should be at 
ministerial level, as Turkey wan- 
ted, or senior official level. Tur- 
key’s call was voiced in a letter last 
month by Foreign Minister Vahit 
Hal ef oglu to his counterparts in 
tiie 12-aation bloc. 

Normalised relations would 
bring into effect a financial pro- 
tocol by which Turkey could rec- 
eive some $550 million from the 
Community. 

The spokesman said an agenda 
for the meeting has not yet been 
deckled and Turkey would not 
impose any issues. 

West Germany is keen to dis- 
cuss the free circulation of Turkish 
immigrants in the EC. due to take 
effect next Dec. 1 under Ankara's 
association agreement with the 
EC, which it sees as a threat to its 
economy. 

Diplomats said Turkey has 
made plain it would accept fin- 


ancial compensation for pos- 
tponing free circulation, but the 
spokesman said Turkey saw no 
connection between releasing the 
EC credit and the circulation 
issue. 

Meanwhile the British gov- 
ernment and trade union leaders 
Monday attacked Ankara's record 
on human rights and its treatment 
of prisoners on the first day of a 
visit to London by Turkish Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal. 

Mr. OzaTs four-day official visit 
for talks with British leaders, inc- 
luding Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, was the first by a Tur- 
kish prime minister to Western 
Europe since the military seized 
power in Ankara in 1980. 

Officials said Junior Foreign 
Minister Lady Young told Mr! 
Ozal that although his new civilian 
government had taken positive 
steps towards inproving human 
rights, Britain remained con- 
cerned aboutthe plight of political 
prisoners in Turkish jails. 

_Tte British. Jeft, angered by a 
ban Monday night oh a speech by 
a prominent Socialist politician 
Tony Benn who was to have made 
a public address in Istanbul on the 
theme of peace and democracy, 
has united in protesting against 
the visit and several protests are 
planned. 

Norman Wflfis, leader of Bri- 
tain's 10 million-strong Trade 
Union Movement, attacked the 
Ankara government saying: “The 
fact is that Turkey is not a dem- 
ocratic countty and trade union 
and other basic human rights can- 
not be practised freely in Turkey.” • 

Mr. Ozal. seeking to promote 
Turkey s ultimate goal of joining 
the European Community, rec- 
eived welcome news from Lux- 
embourg Monday when the EC 
decided to unfreeze its relations 
with his country. 



Hafez At Assad 

tributed to the establishment of 
peace in Lebanon.” 

Lebanese Christian and Muslim 
leaders have been urging Mr. 
Gemayel to step down since he 
refused to endorse the pact but he 
has insisted he intends to finish bis 
term of office which expires in 
1988. 

Mr. Assad said the Damascus 
accord had the support of most 
Lebanese and was teing blocked 
by a minority. “Taking into acc- 
ount the situation in Lebanon, this 
accord is the best that can be rea- 
ched,” he said. 

“It permits some progress and 
an end to the haemorrhage of 


Lebanon,” he added. 

Mr. Assad was quoted as saying 
he was not pessimistic over eve- 
ntual agreement cir the release ctT 
four Frenchmen held in Lebanon. 

He said their release had been 
prevented at the last minute eariy 
last month because the kid nap pe r s 
went bnefc on an agreement rea- 
ched after several contacts bet- 
ween himself and French Pre- 
sident Francois Mitterrand. 

“We do not understand why 
they backed off and m con- 
sequence relations between ns and 
the organisation covering the kid- 
nappers are at their lowest pointy 
the Syrian president added; 

“ We believe they have done us 
harm in not respecting the agr- 
eement and we hope they wiB 
soon change their minds™ they 
are continually changing their 
demands (but) despite this we axe 
notpessimistic/' 

The French hostages, whose 
kidnapping last year in maznly 
Muslim west Beirut was claimed - 
by the radical “Islamic Jihad” 
group, are diplomats Marcel Fon- 
taine and- Mhxcel Carton, res- 
earcher Michel Seurat and, jou- 
rnalist Jean-Paul Kauffman. 

The kidnappers are reported to 
have demanded an even-handed 
approach in French arms sales to 
Gulf war foes Iran and Iraq and 
the release of five people con^ 
vicied in France, 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pope unable to see Gemayel 

VATICAN CITY (R ) — Pope John Paul will be unable to receive 
Lebanese President Amin Gemayel this week because he is in 
retreat for religious reasons because of lent, a Vatican spokesman 
said Tuesday. The Lebanese media had reported that the Chr- 
istian president, who was expected to see French President Fra-' 
□cos Mitterrand Tuesday, would be received by the Pope tins 

spiritual exercises onFeb. 16 andwouk/hat^ no auclences during 
this period. The week of spiritual exercises is a normal activity for 
the Pope during lent. 

Arab shot ‘for criticising Libya 9 

ROME (R) — An Egyptian-born man wasshot and wounded m 
Rome possibly because he ran a small radio station critical of 
Libya , police sources have said . Abdul Halim Mahmoud Reda, 50, 
was shot in the stomach outside his Rome apartment and was in 
satisfactory condition in hospital Monday. Police said about five 
men took part in the attack but only one fired at Reda, who 
returned the fire with his awn pistol. He said he believed be bad. 
hit one of his attackers. The sources said Reda operated a small 
radio station in his apartment which broadcast in Italian and 
Arabic to the Rome area, where many Arabs live. 

7 drown as Cypriot ship sinks 

.CASABLAl'ifcX (R) — The Cypriot freighter Nemos (4,905 
.tons) sank in a storm off the Moroccan coast Monday night, 
drowning at least seven of its crew, Moroccan port officials said 
Tuesday. Two of the 21 crew are missing but 12 were rescued by 
the Moroccan Gendarmerie after the ship foundered a mile off- 
shore between Al Jadida and Azemmour, south west of Cas- 
ablanca. Port officials said they did not know tiie destination of 
Nemos, owned by Diamondlight Marine Ltd and managed by 
Kritsas Shipping of Piraeus. 

Libyans warned of possible kidnapping 

KARACHI, P aki s tan (AP) — Police tightened security around 
Libyan homes and offices Monday and warned some 100 Libyan 
residents of this Arabian Sea port to take precautions against 
kidnappers. The warning followed the abduction Sunday of 
Ahmad Mohammad Aramar, deputy managing director of the 
Pakistan -Libya Holding Company, and his Pakistani driver Iqbal 
Akbar by six unidentified gunmen . Police have made no arrests or 
found Ainmar, 45 , and his driver. Meanwhile, guards were posted 
at tbe Libyan Airlines office and other Libyan installations. Sec- 
urity has also been tightened around foreign missions in the city, 
police added. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


' An art e iM r itiwi by Haunt Agfa at 
tbe GaBetyof the Housing Bank com- 
plex (until March 6) 

’ An art exhibition by Yousef Badawi at 
the S panish Centre (mtB Feb. 

28). 

* British higher education Mr (16-19 
Feb.) — today's doeSay at Yarmook 
UnberaiXy between 10 JO am. - 5:00 
pm. 

' American boot e ihtrition at the Uni- 
vershy of Jordan’s library. 

* French exhibition entitled: “Le 
Monde En BuHeT nt tiie French cul- 
tural Centre (until Feb. 23) 

VIDEO 

* "Les annees 40” at tbe Preach Cnl- 
mral Centre at 400 pm 

ORGAN RECITAL 

* Organ recital by Anthony Forester* 


Church of tiie Redeemer. Jabal 
Amman. Bach. Handel Franck, etc. 

Tickets JO 2 on tbe door. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre . Tel: 661026/7 

American Centre ...... 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Crilmral Centre 624049 

Tuririah Gohural Centre ..... 639777 

Haya Alts Centre 665195 

Hnafaa Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.CA 641793 

Y.WMA 664251 

Amman Muniopal Ubruy ._ 637111 
UnivenHty of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

FoDdore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 


from Madaba and Jeradi (4th to 18th 
cea toxica). The Roman Theatre. 
AnHnan. Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 651760. 
jodara Archaeological mosem; Has an 
e x od teut coBeetknofftteanlimiitieaof 
Jordan. Jabal AJ Oafs (Citadel HHJ). 
Openmg hours: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pjn. 
(Fridays and official bofidays 10.00 am 
to 4j00jpm.). Closed Tuesdays. 
JiwlMNtlruiilC itli ly Cootxmsa col- 
lection of pa in ti ngs , ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by con temporary Isl am ic artists 
from most of the MiiJm couiiti'ies and a 
coflection of p ainti ngs by 1 9th Century 
orientalist artists. Mimfazah. Jabal 
Loweiibdch. Opening hours: 10-00 am. 
130 pm. ana 300 pjn. - 6.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 630L28. 

■I ■ |j • i n IIMi . 1 > 

MBtyio naaonn inhhvj jf nwi p i ij: 
CoQcxtna of mifitaiy memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening houra 9 
am. -4 pm. Closed Sanndays. TeL 
664240. 

Popular Life of Juntas MusTum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
Ckxed Tuesdays. TeL 637169. 

CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Qaneh (Roman Catfaofic) 
Jabal Amman. teL 624590. 

Church of the A nreuwlat h i o 


De la SdBe Chord! (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

OuBdi of the Ansoadatian (Greek 
OnfaodaclAbdaH, 623541 . 

Aqfaa Chad (Church of tbe Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 678906. 
Anwralwi CMfaflr Church Ashrafieb, 
771331. 

AroKofan Orthodox Ghmcfa Ashrafieb. 
775261. 

St. Ephrtta Church (Syrian Ort- 
bodOKjAdnafieh, 771751. 

Anna International Church (Inter- 
dcnomunatoinl): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmcfaani, 677534. 
Evimgdkal Luther* Church Jabal 
Amman, 6th Qrde. (Rev. N. Smir) 

PRAYER TIMES 


04:52 

06J5 

11=58 

ISM 

17:25 

18*8 


Fajr 

— (Sunrise) Duha 

Dbohr 

“Asr 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This infomvuk.'n is supplied hy Alia inf- 
ormation department at the jueai Aha 
International Airport teL fflSJ 53200-5. 
where ii should always he verified. 

ARRIVALS 

07 JO ... London. Laroaca (BA) 

07 JO Karachi (PK) 

09J5 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

as=.iasffia 

09*5 Jeddah (RJ) 

09JQ ... — Doha, Bahrain (RJ j 

1M0 Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 


" Trihn 


10905 Kuwait (RJ j 

12:10 Bahrain (GA) 

13*05 Kuwait (KU) 

15ri»5 ... Tripoli Laroaca (LN) 

15:10 Jeddah (SVl 

17J0 — Paris. Damascus (AFT 

I7J0 Cairo (RJ) 

17 JO .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ ) 

17:45 ...... ............ Damascus (TY l 

17:50 London, Paris (RJ) 

IBM Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

IBM Rome (RJ) 

18J5 Beirut (ME) 

18 JS Istanbul (RJ) 

Baghdad <1A) 

20£0 Los Angeles. Chicago, Vienna 
(RJ) 

2040 Cairo, Damascus (TY) 

20J5 Frankfurt -Damascu* (LH) 

21:15 Tripoli -Damascus (PK) 

00JS B aghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

06J0 ... Istanbul. Amsterdam (KLM) 

•7 JO Aqaba (RJ) 

0M0 .... Lamaca. Loodoo (BA) 

•J 43 ® — Athens (OY) 

Athens. Rome (PK) 

10:15 — Damascus, Rome (AZ > 

Mh3d — v.M* DsnustiiSt Gain) (ivj 

12ri» .......... Belgrade. London (RJ) 

1240 .. — «... Istanbul (RJ) 

Lamaca, Zurich (SK) 

U J0 ...... Doha. Dubai, Muscat (GF) 

Cairo (RJ) 

15*0 Kuwait (KU) 

1«M ljumuw - Tfipnl! ft M> 

-JedSfaJsAj 

1845 Sanaa (FY) 

19J0 — Kuwait (RJ) 


19s40 Dhahran (RJ) 

19:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:10 Baghdad (Rj) 

20:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

20J0 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

20JQ Baghdad (IA) 

20:15 Cairo (RJ) 

21:15 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

22:15 Karachi (PA) 

MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regu/ar-Une ship* docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Ajfcftrika Anuraga 

— Hai Baralti 
— Jadro 

Ainh Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
622324-9 at your service. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the Department of 
Meteorology. _ 

It will be partly cloudy, with mr- 
tirwesteriy moderate winds- An increase 
in temperature is expected. In Aqaba, it- 
will be partly doaay. with rfuww^ of 
scattered showers; and winds win be 
northerly moderate and cahn sea. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


4/10 

10/21 

4/16 

11/18 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Tuesday rates 

lj.<eal seiUbuv rases in fils 

Bahraini (Soar ..... ... 960 968 

Dutch guBder J33iV 135.8 

Egyptian guinea 200/ 206 

French franc — ...49.2/ 50 

Iraqi dinar — 344/ 352 

Japanese yen (for 100) 1952/ 1982 

Kuwaiti dinar 1267/ 1274 

Leb anese lira 14 / 16 

Omani riyal 940 / 950 

Oataririyal 99 / JQ 1 

Saudi riyal 98/ 101 

Swedish crown 47.8/ 48J 

Swiss franc 182.6/ 186 J 

Syrian lira 2V 25 

UAE dirham ..... 98/ iqq 

UK. stating pound ™. 503.6/ 5132 

US.doflar 355.8/ 359.9 

W. German usuk 1512/ 15325 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman governors te 891228 

Amman civ2 defence 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid ..271293, 273131 
Civil Defence Ouwecaneh — 770733- 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade ... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

CivO Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Pofice rescue ... 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 - 

Traffic polioe 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water comptamls 771125/8 
Queen Afialnt. Airport (08)5333**60 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813/32 
KhaSdi Maternity, J. Amo . 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, J. Amman 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mafias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmea a m Hospital 669131 

Uoiveraty Hospital 845845/65 

Al-Muasner Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666127/37' 

Al-Ahfi. Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajxeen 777101/3 

Al-Basmr, J. Adtrafieh ... 775111/26 

Amy.Maricf - 891611/15 

Queen ASa Hospital 602240/50 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Risked ,896301 

Dr. M ohamm ad Al Houxani — 98552 

Firas Pharmacy ; 661912- 

Nairouk pharmacy 623672 

Fares pharmacy 663918 

Onar pharmacy 64273 7 

Naim pharmacy 772310 


TAXIS: 

Taxina taxi — 

Tamer taxi 

Dweik taxi 

Abdul Hamid taxi 

Raghdan taxi — ... 


... 644660 
_ 666417 

668154 

844978 

842400 


IRBID: ' 

Dr. Abdul Kareem Abwab (— ) 

A] Hagpwi pharmary' 243916 

Al Hayafa pharmacy ■ 244863 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Mustafa Fayad 986031 

Arras pharmacy ;. 986928 

general ' 

Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan „ 774111/19 

Ministry of Toman 642311- 

Hotei complaints 666412 

Price complaints ■_ 661176. 

Telephone Information - 12 

Jordan and Middle East caSs .10 

Overseas calls-.... 17 

Repair service ..L. : '11 


(Fixed prices for impetried prodace) 


X -?3Q'-2ro *.G mfefaWfafa 


vrr;- r~r~~r 

Apple (green) 500/ 450 

Beet.; 100/70 

Chestan* i — u_ 700/600 


Osdon(diyv 

-Eatabco-g&s 


— „„-„_^.400 / 35( 

fifaras)^/700fl55( 
1807 14( 
iy^-^Liioo/ a 

. , 30p/2St 
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Obeid, Syrian minister 
review operations of joint 
transport companies 


AMMAN . (Petra) - The 
fontfaman-Syrian Land Transport 
.Company's general assembly 
opened a meeting in Amman Tue- 
sday to discuss a gsaeral budget 
for the company a programme of 
Mtbitiesmtbecxjraiogyeara.'nie 
assembly meeting will also explore 
the prospects of expanding the 
companys operatkuK. The mee- 
ting is eo-coamsd by Transport 
Miaktef Farfai Obeid and his Syr- 
ian counterpart YusefAl Ahmad. 

The two ministers Monday 
m^l co-chaiied a meeting of the 
Jcmfanian-Syrian Maritime Tra- 
nsport Company. held at the Tra- 
nsport Minsstry. Mr. Obeid said 
that the meeting was designed to 
give farther momentum: to the 

joint company. ■: 

die meeting the two 


sides discussed a general budget 
for 1986; which amounted to 77 
miffion Syrian pounds and a plan 
for mvesunents for the coming 
years. The plan envisages exp- 
anding the company’s activities to 
cover the transportation of goods 
bom the Far East to Aqaba port. 
Also discussed at the meeting was 
expanding the company’s fleet by 
purchasing additional cargo ships 
to serve ibe maritime 

services in both countries. 

The JSMTC was established in 
1976 with a capital of one million 
Syrian pounds shares equally bet- 
ween Jordan and Syria . At present 
the company owns two cargo 
ships, Bara da and Yarmouk, 
which transport roods between 
Syrian ports and Europe. 


Prince Hassan, JBA pay 
j tribute to retired judge 
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AMMAN (Petra) — He Royal 
. Hpwai Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday called at the residence of 
-Mr/Mste ALSafcet, fanner chief 
judge ca the court of Cassation 
who recently retired. Prince Has- 
saapedd tribnjeio Mr. Safcet for 
his&igterm in office-aud his ser- 
vices to the Jordanian judicial sys- 
tem^ He -also enquhed after his 
hearth.: .- . 

.Abo Tuesday, the Jo rdanian 
Bar Association held a ceremony 


at tike Professional Associations 
Complex to honour Mr. Saket 
who served in the justice ministry 
for more than 50 years. Several 
leading lawyers spoke- at the rec- 
eptionpaying tribute to Mr. Saket 
woo. they sud, had offered val- 
uable services to the j udicial sys- 
tem in Jordan. The ceremony was 
attended by Minister of Justice 
Riyad A1 Siaka'a. Chief MawA* 
Justice Mohammad Mheilan, 
heads of Jordanian trade unions, 
judges and lawyers. 
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Wadi Seer governor announces 
results of municipal elections 


AMMAN t J-T.) —Municipal ele- 
ctions held at Wadi Seer Monday 
resulted in tike incumbent mayor 
Hoard Sobar w inning 1308 votes 
of a total of 8,243 with hs main 
rival, -Mo hammad Ahmad Sal- 
amefa, ctmehiog 1326 votes, acc- 
ording to an aunouncement by dis- 
trict governor Issa Mahmoud. 

He said the counting al votes, 
which ended late Monday night, 
showed that a total of 8343 peo- 
ple took part inthe elections to 
choose nine members for the new 
.council Altogether 18 candidaies 


ran for tito deetion and tiiey were 
grouped into two mam blocs, one 
of which was led by Mr. Sobar. 

Hie municipal authorities ass- 
igned 17 boxes, of which nine 
were for women, according to AJ 
Ra’i daily newspaper which mon- 
itored the election. The new- 
spaper said that poling started at 
eight in the mo rning and ended at 
seven in the evening . According to 
the paper, the total number of eli- 
gible voters as registered in die 
municipality was 23,019 but nea- 
rly 5000 did not take part. 


Financial Committee presents Parliament 
with report on Audit Bureau findings 

Investigating body cites over-spending, loopholes’ in procedures as main reasons 
for ministries’, departments’ failure to collect JD 101,21 7,400 in due payments 


By Raoa Sabbagh 
Jordan Hows Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Misuse of funds in ministries and ptibtic 
institutions, together with weaknesses in the Min- 
istry of Finance’s control and follow-op procedures, 
has made it difficult for the government to collect JD 
101,217,400 in dues, the Lower House of Parliament 
Financial Committee reported Tuesday. 


The committee was reporting to 
the House after studying the 33rd 
Audit Bureau report of 1 984. The 
Audit Bureau is an independent 
government organisation and is 
directly linked to the Prime Min- 
istry. Its function is to audit the 
budgets of all ministries as well as 
government and setni- 
government institutions. 

The committee's report cited 
over-spending on numerous fea- 
sibility studies conducted by some 
ministries, over-expenditure on 
other government projects as well 
as the failure of some government 
ministries and institutions to col- 
lect money from the public as well 
as other government org- 
anisations as the main reasons for 
“the startling t mount of money 
which the government did not 
manage to collect on time." 

The report said that Ministry of 
Finance failed to collect a total of 
JD 101.217.400 in dues which 
were divided as follows: 

— JD 81 ,640,060 in overdue obl- 
igations to various ministries, gov- 
ernment departments, semi- 
government institutions as well as 
municipalities _ 

— JD 8.674J54 in loans and 
other dues. 

— JD 4,121387 in loans and 
payments ’ to government dep- 
artments from other government 
departments. 

The report,' which was sub- 
mitted to tile Lower House in 
November and studied by the Fin- 
ancial Committee between Dec. 
28 and Jan. 29. said that the Min- 
istry of Health is owed J D 


1,470322 by the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Pal- 
estine refugees (UNRWA), the 
Ministry of Communications is 
owed JD 1,812.715 by the gov- 
ernment and citizens as telex and 
telephone charges, the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs a nd 
the Environment is due JD 
3,888390 from municipalities 
which have exceeded their all- 
owances, Amman Municipality is 
owed JD 11.030,477 from cit- 
izens, the Water Authority of Jor- 
dan (WAJ) is due JD 2,001,448 
for supplying water which has not 
been paid for by either gov- 
ernment departments or the pub- 
lic, the Jordan Electricity Aut- 
hority (JEA) has to collect JD 
7,132399 from the Jordan Ele- 
ctricity Power Company 
(JEPCO), the Jordan Valley Aut- 
hority has recorded a loss of JD 
256,000 as a result of purchasing 
boats at a cost of £1.128,000 
which were not used, binding con- 
tracts made by the Ministry of 
Public Works and other ministries 
have resulted in over expenditure 
and burdened the treasury. Alia* 
the Royal Jordanian Airline, is 
owed JD 26 million from local and 
international agents, and that its 
hotel, the Gateway, as well as a 
number of projects it owns such as 
tiie Flying Carpet, and the cargo 
hangars were losing money for the 
company. The Audit Bureau rep- 
ort also gave other examples of 
financial mismanagement, over- 
expenditure and misuse of all- 
ocations which had resulted in the 
government being unable to col- 


Japan ese Film Festival: Different cinema 
with traditional theatrical background 
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. _ . By J.ILJJpteler __ 

Special to the Jwdn Tknes 

AMMAN — Apart, from truly 
dedicated fHm huffs, it is doubtful 
that most people's knowledge of 
the Japanese film mdustiy goes 
HBichfartherthanxecognBingtiie 
names of tire director Akira Kur- 
osawa and the actor Toshiro Mif- 
une; and. having a passing acq- 
uaintance- with -tiie f2m “The 
Seven Samurai”; Even this kno- 
wledge, is. m all. probability, res- 
tricted.to the.- fact that.it was- the 
model of Ehe Hollywood western 
“The Magnificent Seven.” How- 
ever, this week (Wednesday, tire 
1 9th md Thursday ^he 2Gfh)qff- 
exsa-chance for film-goers to att- 
end their knowledge af a Him ind- 
ustry that far. nearly two deca des 
—the.l920’s and 1930’s —bad an 
annual -output which, although 
confined to domestic screens, was 
exceed ad only by that of the Uni- 
ted States, which controlled tiie 
international market. The Royal 
Cultural Centre; in cooperation 

- with the Japanese Embassy, is scr- 
eening Rashomon, (Wednesday), 
and Twin Sisters Of Kyoto, (Thu- 
rsday).. Both films are subtitled in 
English and start, at 8.00 p.m. 
Admission is free but prior res- 
ervation’ .is advised through the 
R-C.C. TTel: 661026). 

Apart from the language bar- 
rier, the reasons for the rest of tire 
world? 5-aafamffiarity with Jap- 
anese cinema can be found partly 
in the strk^forxaalismandriual of 
Japanese theatre, (Noh and Kib- 
uki are obvious examples), which 
extended into the cinema and 
were a dominating forte until only 
very recently. The commercial 
Japanese theatre of tire early 
1900’s had two mam areas: Shi- 
mpa (new) and Kyuha (old). With 
tire conung'of film these in turn 
evolved into two equally separate 
genres,- Shimpa into the gen- 
daige Jti, 'or . contemporary film, 
and Kyuha into tire jidaegeki, or 
period,' genre. 

Another point of departure, 
from conventional “western” 
fiim .n pting is that, as with tire 

oldeTartsof Japan, one of the def- 
ining character istics of mai- 
nstream Japanese cinema is the 
tendency to work within the rel- 
atively fixed elements of a genre. 
In this sense the Japanese cinema 
closely resembles oral narrative 
tr aditio ns in which the storyteller 
does not create a toique tale so 

- much as he draws upon an est- 
ablished 'body of myths and the- 
mes to .assemble his version of a 
famffiar ptot or story. Also, even 
at its most’ iUnskmafic, the. Jap- 
anese fihn has exsted m a per- 
ceptual c on te x t where the aud- 


ience acknowledges and enjoys 
the slcdls of tire adbxs and. to a 
lesser extent, tire director. No 
matter how convincing his per- 
formance, the actor seldom dis- 
appears entirely into the character 
he plays. The Japanese cinema 
throughout its history has exh- 
' ibited a dialectic tension between 
■ slice -of-hfe naturalism and pre- 
sentational, formalists dements. 

There are three “Golden ages” 
of Japanese cinema. The first was 
. that of the Jidaegeki and its dep- 
endence on tire Samurai warrior 
and sword-play. The archetypal 
Jidaegeki hero was a lonely, ali- 
enated, imperfect human, almost 
always a Ronin — a masterless 
Samurai — caught in conflict bet- 
ween his obligations, (giri) and his 
. personal feelings, (ninja). Ninjo is 
the preponderant motif of mai- 
- nstream judaegelri (and gen- 
daigeki) films. It is a term often 
translated as “human feelings,” 
and it grows out of the emotional 
heritage of mankind and is viewed 
as the essence. of what it takes to 
be human. Ideally, ninjo should 
govern an indhriduaTs thought 
and action. In the two most fam- 
iliar treatments of ninjo, a cha- 
racter* & ninjo comes into conflict 
with his or her giri, or the res- 
pective ninjo of two or more cha- 
racters are ' somehow in opp- 
osition. 

The second golden age was that 
of “talkie r ealism, ” ushered in by 
tiie advent of sound. Even here a 
significant d i f feren ce from other 
cinematic conventions can be 
found, in that the basis for this 
Japanese realism was primarily in 
tiie representational quality of tiie 
materials photographed and rec- 
orded rather than in tire editing 
and mise-en-scene conventions of 
sound-film realism established by 
European and . American film- 
makers In tire 1930’s. The third 
goldqn age, which in several imp- 
ortant ways both reflected and dif- 
fered from the previous ages, sta- 
rted at the end of the second world 
war. Prominent among is early 
proponents was Akiro Kurosawa. 

Bom in 1910, his directing car- 
eer began during the war, and it 
helped to set the first important 
creative directions after 1945, in 
Spite of tire fact that until 1949 
strict censorship control over tiie 
Japanese ctaema was operated by 
the U3. occupation forces. Sty- 
listic and technical exp- 
erimentatioa , aiong with what cri- 
tics called a ( *hnnanjstic and pos- 
itive” outlook, typify his work. 
One of his earliest films to gain 
recognition in Japan was his Btody 
of the militarist repression, of the 
' 1930’S and 1940 r s, ‘ ‘Waga Seishun 
Ni Kui Nashr, (“No Regrets For 


Our Youth”). He and his con- 
temporaries dominated the imm- 
ediate post-war era with films — 
both tragic and comic — about 
post-war life in Japan. His sub- 
sequent work made him famous 
abroad and a symbol of the 1950's 
everywhere. His comopolitan 
. style, distinguished by his inn- 
ovative mise-en-scene, appeared 
alternatively, in social- 
issue-oriented gendaigeki like 
' ‘Ikiru, ” 1952) and in seminal jid- 
aegeki epics beginning with “Shi- 
chmin No Samurai,” (1954, “The 
Seven Samurai”). 

It was his innovative Rashomon 
(1951) however, that made his 
reputation. Winner of the Venice 
Film Festival Grand Prix and the 
Academy Awards Oscar for best- 
foreign film, it opened the Jap- 
anese cinema to international aud- 
iences. Rashimoa is based on a 
novel by Akutagawa Ryonosuke 
and is set in the 10th century, in 
the old city of Kyoto. It concerns 
tire death of a samurai warrior and 
the events leading up to it The 
trouble is that all three of die 16a- 
ding protagonists of the drama — 
the accused, a thief, acted by Tos- 
hiro Mifune, the samuraf s female 
companion and the dead man 
hfrnwJg, (through a spiritual med- 
ium — all have differing versions 
of what actually transpired. On 
the fundamental issue, that of who 
has actually committed the mur- 
der, all three claim responsibility. 
Here can be seen the influence of 
the classic jidaegeki genre; ninjo, 
or emotions, in confHct with giri. 


or obligations. In all three cases 
ninjo is seen to win out since for all 
three players in the drama blame 
for die murder hides a deeper 
shame. However the plot is fur- 
ther complicated by the fact that 
all three stories are told at one 
remove, by three people sitting at 
tiie Rosbomon gate of the dty. 
They are a woodcutter, a rich 
man’s servant, and a Buddhist pri- 
est. The situation is further com- 
plicated when it transpires that the 
woodcutter was a witness to the 
crime, and a fourth and equally 
different version of events is rel- 
ated. Subsequent events show that 
for these three also truth is purely 
subjective, since all display, thr- 
ough their actions, selfish motives. 

Twki Sisters Of Kyoto was rel- 
eased in 1963 and was nominated 
for the best.foreign film. Oscar of 
1964. Directed by NPboru Nak- 
amura, it is based on a novel by 
Kawabata Yasunari. (Throughout 
the post-war era Japanese film- 
makers were very dependent on 
literature for their stoiy sources. 
Yasunari was one of a number of 
novelists who had at least fifteen 
of their works appear in screen 
versions. Some had more than 
fifty of their novels adapted). 

Twin Sisters Of Kyoto, whilst 
primarily of the gendaigeki or con- 
temporary genre, is more spe- 
cifically a product of tiie Shimpa 
higeki, or “new school tragedy.” 
Although higeki means tragedy, in 
its shimpa manifestation it is a 
counterpart to the European idea 
of . domestic melodrama. 


lect due payments for 1984. 

The Fi nanc ial Committee, in its 
report, aid that the various min- 
isters and heads of government 
departments were requested to 
participate in the committee's dis- 
cussions in order to give their exp- 
lanations and comments on var- 
ious projects, feasibility studies 
and due payments. 

Finance Ministry 

Reporting on their discussions 
with Minister of Finance Hanna 
Odeh, the committee said that he 
said his mmistzy had failed to col- 
lect JD 101,217,400 in dues bec- 
ause of loopholes in the ministry's 
control and follow-up procedures 
and because of the current eco- 
nomic recession in Jordan. Dr. 
Odeh promised the committee 
that all in dues will be collected 
and that collection efforts will be 
intensified. 

The committee revealed that 
the ministry was faking a five per 
cent commission on the amount of 
money it collects as building fees. 
The commission was divided 
among tire en^jloyees who collect 
these revenues as an incentive to 
collect these fees. The committee 
said it did not object to dividends 
being divided among employees, 
but requested the ministry to pro- 
vide a balance sheet payment to 
explain how the five per cent, or 
JD 500,000, was distributed. 

The committee said that one of 
the Finance Ministry’s shortfalls 
was that it never provided its clo- 
sing accounts wi thin the defined 
one year period. The Audit Bur- 
eau law says that the Ministry of 
Finance is requested to present 
the dosing accounts of each min- 
istry in not more than 12 months. 
The committee also investigated 
the budget addendums, which are 
added by the government whe- 
never it exceeds its allocated exp- 
enditure limits as provided for in 
each fiscal budget 

In response to the committee's 
■ report on the Ministiy of Finance, 
Mr. Rifai said that all dues will be 
collected as they are recorded in 
books. He noted that 70 per cent 
of tire due JD 161,2*7,400 h#/ 
already been collected a^d the rest* 
will be settled later. He also said 
that he had called on the mmistry 
to settle its closing accounts within 1 
a maximum period of 12 months. 

Budget addendums . will be 
submitted to House for approval 
and will have to be passed as law. ' 

Health Ministry 

The committee, reportmg on 
discuss i ons with Health Minister 
Zaid Hamzah, said that the Health 
Ministry had to cancel some of its 
projects b e cause of the expensive 
feasibility studies which governed 
them or due to lade of funds. 

In response, Mr. Rifai said that 
the Prince Hatnzeh Hospital, on 
which a feasibility study costing 
J D 1 ,039387 was made, was later 
shelved due to limited finance. 
The prime minister said he also 
requested the minis try to provide 
only essential facilities at the pro- 
posed Irbid, Ajloun, Karak and 
TafUab hospitals in a further effort 
to cut cost 

The reasons for tire delay in 
using the Health Ministry’s com- 
puter, the prime mmister said, 
were because of a lack of trained 
staff The Royal Scientific Society 
has provided the ministry with 
staff and other sendees and the 
computer is now functioning, he 
added. 

The committee’s report said 
that the Ministry of Health bought 
a radiation unit at a cost of 
S 994 3 00 ,000 three years ago but 
the unit has not been installed 
because there was no properly 
equipped centre in which to house 
it. The ministry is paying storage 


CAUTIONARY NOTICE IN YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 

NOTICE teherebygiven thatieNlCHEM POUMERJ S.p A., a company organized under law of the 
It&BanRepubBc, oV Via Mazzini 8, SASSARI, Italy, are the sole owners and exclusive proprietors 
of the Invention entitled. 

“SPRINKLER LINE FOR LOCALIZED 
IRRIGATION” 

It Isbased upon the kalian Patent Application No. 23 1 51 A/84 filed on October 1 5, 1984 in the 
name of ENCHEM POUMERi SpA and RJVEDA S.p A 

The inventors are: Augusta FABBRI (Chemist of Italian nationality) bom at MONTESCUDO 
(Fort - Italy on 9/7/1945. residing at QUARTIANO 01 MULAZZANO (Milan — Italy) Via Adige 14 
and Aklno RiVl (T echnlcian of ItaBan nationality) bom at CASTELLARANO (Reggio Emilia) Italy 
on 30/12/1933, residing at FERRARA (Italy) Via Beata Lucia da Nami 1. 

Abstroctof tie Invention : A throwaway sprinkler line for localized Irrigation is constituted by 
£ nose provided with holes at equal distances from each other, and with inner flexible mem- 
t .anes sticking to the Innerwallofsaid hose by means of welds nearthe said holes, and capable 
o • forming interstices with the wan In the presence of a water flow; in the Inner membrane cuts 
*- e present they too being situated at regular Intervals, and staggered refativeiy to the holes of 
the outer hose. Between two adjacent welds at least an outer bore exists, to which at least one 
Inner cut corresponds. 

The said Owners claim ail rights In respect of the above invention and will take alitegal steps 
against any Person, Firm or Corporation infringing their rights in the said invention in Yemen 
Arab Republic. 


fees of $500 a month for this unit. t 
the report said. 

• Mr. Rifai explained that die 
Health Ministry was instructed to 
-sell the unit but failed to do so 
because it was especially designed 
for use in Jordan. “However, the 
unit w31 be functioning in March 
of this year after all necessary fac- 
ilities have been established," the 
prime minister added. 

The Heal til Ministry’s dues, 
from UNRWA will be settled as 
soon as the agency has the fin- 
ancial means to pay, Mr. Rifai 
continued. 

Telecomiraziiicatioiis 

Regarding the TCC, Mr. Rifai - 
said that 70 per cent of tiie amount 
in Jhe 1984 report has been col- 
lected by tire corporation through 
a campaign to disconnect sub- 
scribers who failed to pay their 
telex and telephone bills. Hie rest 
wQi be collected soon, Mr. Rifai 
added. 

Discussing die hi g h operating 
costs of tiie Amman-Baghdad 
microwave link, Mr. Rifai said 
that the expenses were due to a 
“calculation error in tire original 
contract and because of changes 
on some of the project’s sites." 

Mr. Rifai said that the Minis try 
of Rural Affairs, in cooperation 
with the Cities and Villages Dev- 
elopment Bank (CVDB), has 
drawn np certain guidelines to ' 
grant loans to municipalities 
which guarantee to repay these 
loans on time. 

Water Authority 

The WAJ. Mr. Rifai said, has 
also launched a working plan to 
collect due payments but he noted 
that tiie majority of the 12300 
subscribers who have failed to set- 
tie their accounts had left tire cou- 
ntry, nu*V»"E it difficult. for tire 
authority to settle its accounts. 
The prime minister also pointed 
out tint some government dep- 
artments have not paid their acc- 
ounts with the WAJ but would do 
so soon. 

; He said that the local con- 
tracting company which 'is cur- 
rently working on the construction 
of the Ma’an-Ras AI Naqab Hig- 
hway, won the contract because it 
offered the lowest price in that 
bid. He also said that the gov- 
ernment had ordered the Ministry 
of Finance to stop plans for est- 
ablishing a complex to host all its 
departments untfl the right loc- 
ation was found. 

The boats, purchased by tire 
JVA. will be transferred to Aqaba 
as they could not be used at the 
Dead Sea where they were int- 
ended to be used for tourists. 

Mr. Rifai went on to discuss 
Aba’s JD 26 million in due pay- 
ments and said the airline's cur- 
rent account with government ins- 
titutions is JD 4 mil Ho n whilst its 
account with international agents 
is JD 8 million, guaranteed by 
deposits. The prime minister 
added that current liabilities to 
Aha and some Arab and Asian 
countries are JD 11 million, outof 
which JD 6 mflfion were paid to 
the airline in 1985. 

Mr. Rifai said that there are two 
unsettled accounts amounting to 
JD 500,000 between Alia, the 


Foreign Ministry and the Central 
Bank of Jordan, which wiU be set- 
tled soon. There are also unsettled 
accounts between Alia, the Arab 
Wings company. Siena Leone air- 
line and the Arab Air Cargo 
Company amounting to JD 2 frui- 
tion. The Sierra Leone airline has 
'returned JD 800.000, and the 
Arab Air Cargo Company has 
paid JD 500,000 while Arab 
Wings is settling its accounts thr- 
ough a bank, tiie prime minister 
said. 

The delay in construction of the 
Gateway Hotel prompted Alia to 
cancel its contract with the con- 
tractors in accordance with the 
contract law. The committee's 
remarks on tiie Gateway Hotel 
said that it cost Alia J D 7 million, 
which tiie airline obtained as a 
loan. Since the construction dea- 
dline was not met. Alia lost money 
as it had to pay interests on the 
loans it received, the prime min- 
ister said. 

Following are the statement and 
recommendations of the Lower 
House Financial Committee on 
the Audit Bureau report:- 
The Financial Committee, after 
investigating the Audit Bureau 
report, has found violations and 
illegal actions in some government 
departments. The committee has 
issued a number of rec- 
ommendations were issued reg- 
arding these violations, which 
could be of great damage to public 
interest: - 

— All governmental institutions 
should abide by legal regulations 
and directives for the benefit of 
public interest. 

— Institutions should give due 
concern to collecting overdue 
money. Government institutions 
should develop and promote fee- 
collection methods as on the spot 
fee-collection provides the tre- 
asury with enough funds and red- 
uces possibilities for resorting to 
loans. 

— Projects, especially high cost 
schemes, should not be imp- 
lemented through binding con- 
tracts. Such projects should be 
submitted as tenders in acc- 
ordance with the regulations, unl- 
ess they are urgent. 

— Institutions should not pur- 
chase goods or supplies unless 
they are badly needed. There have 
been cases when many purchases 
were made but tiie materials kept 
unused in stores. 

— High -cost feasibility studies 
should no l be done on projects for 
which there are not available 
funds. The committee has learned 
that large sums of money were 
soent as a result of such studies. 

— Complete adherence when 
executing these projects to the all- 
ocated funds in the general budget 
or the budget of official ins- 
titutions which are not covered by 
the general budget. 

— The questioning and pun- 
ishment of violating employees 
who incur damage and losses in 
public funds through negligence 
or carelessness in studies and exe- 
cution of these projects. 

— The support of internal sup- 
ervision in all the government's 
systems and the intensifying of 
internal inspection on employees 
handling finances. 

— The necessity to respond imm- 
ediately to enquiries addressed to 
the official from the Audit Bureau 


within the legal period. 

— The necessity to institute a spe- 
cial system for han dlin g the five 
per cent given to the Ministry of 
Finance from the tax on real estate 
in return for collecting these taxes. 
The special system should also inc- 
lude tiie allocation of funds to be 
given as bonuses for employees 
who collect these fees, including 
Audit Bureau employees, and the 
allocation of funds to i mprove col- 
lecting methods. 

Recommendations on 
Audit Bureau activities 
In order to raise the efficiency 
of the Audit Bureau and increase 
its capacity for general supervision 
of public funds, the committee 
recommends the following: 

— The request from the gov- 
ernment to increase the number of 
employees at die Audit Bureau 
should be implemented, provided 
that these employees have the 
required qualifications in the sci- 
entific and technical fields. They 
should not be employees who 
have been dismissed from other 
ministries or department because 
of a surplus in their number there. 

— The need to amend the fourth 
article of the Audit Bureau law 
number 27 for the year 1952, to 
give authority to the cabinet to 
commission the Audit Bureau to 
supervise and audit share-holding 
companies in which the gov- 
ernment has at least 50 per cent of 
its shares. 

' — The need to amend the Audit 
Bureau law to give it authority to 
take part in feasibility studies for 
all economic development pro- 
jects tiie government intends to 
undertake. 

— The necessity that tiie Audit 
Bureau’s supervision should cover 
all governmental institutions with 
no exception. 

— The amendment of tiie Audit 
Bureau law to allow the bureau’s 
president the authority to refer 
employees who commit financial 
violations to a disciplinary council 
until a decision by the oouncD is 
made, without being satisfied with 
a request to that effect from tine 
employee's direct superior. 

— The amendment of the law so as 
to include an article undeiwhich . 
conflicts that may occur between 
the bureau and any government 
institution would be referred to ah 
independent council comprising 
the finance minister, the bureau’s 
president, the Finance Ministry’s 
under secretary or the head of tiie 
department or authority or the 
institution where the conflict dev- 
eloped. This council would be the 
arbitrator by a majority decision. 

— The bureau’s president should 
be accredited the same treatment 
as a cabinet member as far as sal- 
ary and other benefits are con- 
cerned. Also, granting tire bur- 
eau's employees encouraging 
bonuses that do not exceed 50 per 
cent of the employee's salary. 

— Since article 3 of item 21 of tire 
Audit Bureau law stipulates that 
tire final budget by the Ministry of 
Finance should be presented wit- 
hin a period that does not exceed 
12 months from the end cf the 
fiscal year, and since the minis try 
is not adhering to this article and is 
always late in presenting the bud- 
get, the committee requests the 
need to adhere to this legal article. 


AUDITOR’S REPORT 


We have examined the 
Balance Sheet of SIEMENS 
AKTIENGESSELLSCHAFT 
— Jordan Branch (Foreign 
Limited Co.) as at 31st Dec- 
ember, 1985 and the related 
Profit and Loss Statement 
for the year then ended, and 
have obtained all the inf- 
ormation and explanations 
which we required for the 
purposes of our audit. 

In our opinion, and acc- 
ording to the records and 
vouchers of the Company 
and to the information and 
explanations given to us, the 
accompanying Balance 
Sheet and Profit and Loss 
Statement present fairly the 
financial position of 
SIEMENS AKTIENGESSEL- 
LSCHAFT -Jordan Branch as 
at 31st December, 1985 and 
the result of its operations 
for the year then ended. 


Bawab & Co. 
Accountants & Auditors 
: Amman 
■ 

Amman, 29th January, 1986 


SIEMENS AKTIENGESSELLSCHAFT 
JORDAN BRANCH 
BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 31 ST DECEMBER 1985 



JD 

Fils 

JD 

Fils 

ASSETS 





FIXED ASSETS 





Office Kimiture and equipment 

18637 

235 



Less accumulated depreciation 

6281 

536 

12355 

699 

House furniture and fixtures 

.8153 

965 



Less accumulated depreciation 

2850 

037 

5303 

928 




17659 

627 

CURRENT ASSETS 





Cash in hand 

1004 

289 



Cash at the British Bank of the 





Middle East 

121 

138 



Accounts receivable 

9000 

000 

10125 

427 

TOTAL ASSETS 



27785 


LIABILITIES 





Accrued expenses (Note 3) 



1400 

000 

HEAD OFFICE FUNDS 





Registered Capital in Jordan 

10000 

000 



SEMENS - Germany 

34125 

072 




44125 

072 



Less: Loss for 1985 

17740 

.018 

26385 

054 




27785 

-■ =ii 

054 


Amman 29th January, 1985 


General Manager 
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Two continents’ 
aggressors 

THE NAMES of two notorious heads of MiddJe Eastern cou- 
ntries are back in the news with their armed forces involved In 
hostile activity against their neighbours. Iran's Ayatollah Kho- 
manl and Libya’s Colonel Qadhafi have both start troops and 
weapons to neighbouring states on evil and sinister missions, 
intent on brin g in g about havoc and destruction in two nei- 
ghbouring continents. In Chad, the central government has 
called for help from France, its closest ally; and the prompt 
response from Paris has obviously thwarted Libya’s adv- 
entures, at least for the tune being. 

In the Gulf war, Khomeini, with bis fresh offensive on Iraq, 
has again provided evidence that his country continues to make 
a mockery of all bids for peace whether coming from Iraq, 
Islamic countries or the international community. 

It seems natural, after all, that sfaice both leaders harbour 
mnlifirms intentions and hostile attitudes towards their nei- 
ghbours, that they issue a joint communique with Libya voi- 
cing support for the I ranian aggression on Iraq, a aster Arab 
country, in violation of the Arab League charter and in total 
contradiction of ail principles and international laws. 

But md3«> Chad, Iraq has been left alone to confront the 
I ranian onslaught on its territory; and though it has been 

successfully dealing with the Iranians over the past five years, it 

is totally unacceptable for the Arab Nation to go on shirking 
responsibility towards their brothers in need. Only through 
fall backing and practical, cot vocal, support can the Iranians 
be made to understand that they have to desist from com- 
mitting further aggress bn. 

Jordan , which has consistently supported Iraq since the start 
of the I ranian aggr ession more than five years ago, Tuesday 
reaffirmed its total pledge to honour its commitment to that 
sister country m inqrfementation of national commitments. 
Representatives of the Jordanian people in parliament and the 
government voiced backing for He Majesty King Hussein’s 
endeavours to extend ail possible assistance to the Iraqi people 
and condemned Iran’s aggression on Iraq. But unless Jordan is 
joined by other Arab states in a concerted and all-oat effort to 
end the conflict, the two neighbouring Muslim nations wffl 
continue to sap their resources endlessly and shed more of their 
peoples’ blood. 


Al Rai: Unified action required 

SINCE the start of the new I ranian offensive on Iraq, Jordan has 
been following the developments with great concern because such 
offensive is considered by Jordanians as directed against all Arab 
countries and Arab people. Our duty as Arabs, is to help die Iraqi 
people repel this aggression and our responsibility is to join hanch 
with Iraq to safeguard this nation’s sovereignty and dignity. Upon 
launching this offensive, the Iranian leaders announced that they 
were driving to occupy Iraqi territory. The Iranian leaders who have 
been in alliance with die enemies erf the Arab nation, declare openly 
their intention for pursuing the war on Iraq and announce they refuse 
Iraq’s bids for peace and for any mediation that would achieve peace 
between Iraq and Iran. We want all the Arab leaders in Riyadh. 
Damascus, Cairo and other capitals to realise the proportion of this 
danger on their nation. We want the Arab leaders to try to end 
differences among themselves and embark on meaningful action to 
end aggression because the Iranians are counting on such differences 
to pursue their aggression. We want to point out dearly that any 
Iranian success in the war would be a tragedy for the whole Arab 
Nation. 

Al Dust our: Grave danger 

THE United Nations secretary general will hold a special debate 
Tuesday to discuss the Iranian aggression on Iraqi territory: At the 
same time contacts are continuing between .Arab capitals and Bag- 
hdad over the issue and the seven-member Arab committee has been 
active, 'trying to work out a formula to bring die war to an end. 
(Despite all this activity, the Arab citizens in and outside Iraq are 
deeply concerned over the developments in the Gulf, and consider 
the war as a grave danger to all Arab countries. Of course diplomatic 
contacts and Security Council meetings are necessary at this par- 
ticular moment in view of the on-going aggression, but we strongly 
believe that the key to a solution to the whole issue, lies in the hands 
of the Arab people. Had there been a true solidarity with Iraq and 
had the Arabs been more united, the Iranians would not have even 
thought of launching a new offensive. As we see our kinsmen in Iraq 
being continually exposed to Iranian acts of aggression, we feel that 
we have failed in our duty to come to their aid and help them defend 
the Arab homeland. The Iraqi people and armed forces have paid 
deariy and offered great sacrifice in their struggle to defend Arab 
land, and it is time for the rest of the .Arab Nation to take a mea- 
ningful action to support their brothers in need. It is also the res- 
ponsibility of Arab leaders to show unity of action and determination 
and enlist the help of the international community to end all agg- 
ression. 

Sawt Al Shaab: The only way 

THE heroic struggle of our kinsnen in the occupied Arab lands, the 
heroic and courageous, stand of the Iraqi people in the face of tile 
I ranian aggressors and the continued heroic acts of resistance against 
die enemy in South Lebanon all bear indications that the Arabs are 
no more lying idle, but up and ready to defend their lands and rights. 
The Persians, the Zionists and the isolationists can understand only 
one language and can be deterred only by force and direct con- 
frontation. There is no other way for the Arabs to- safeguard their 
interests and their rights but to snuggle and fight- The Arab people 
are now up and fighting in T ebanon, in Palestine and in Iraq against 
the enemies of the Arab Nation. The great sacrifice they make now is 
the passport for the future. The current struggle in the face of the 
enemies ushers in a new dawn for the glorious future, despite obs- 
tacles and difficulties in the way. 


Oil pipelines lessen the strategic 
importance of Gulf as vital highway 


By Gerald F. Sefo 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Rem- 
ember all those nightmares about 
the Arabian Gulf? 

Just a few years ago, world lea- 
ders seriously worried that global 
war might erupt in the Gulfs 
azure, shark-infested waters. Nea- 
rly half the non-Communist 
world's oil flowed from the Gulf 
every day, carried on a thin line of 
hmfcftra passing out through the 
perilously narrow Strait of Hor- 
muz. Political turmoil threatened 
to dose the strait, choking off the 
Western economy and perhaps 
igni ting global conflict. 

Today, tile nightmares have 


In one erf the most profound str- 
ategic changes in this, decade, the 
Gulf has ceased to be the exp- 
losive oil bottleneck that kept pre- 
sidents lying awake in the 1970s. 
World reliance on Gulf oil has dec- 
lined drastically. As a result, only 
about IS per cent of the non- 
Gommunist world's ofl flows thr- 
ough the Strait of Hormuz today, 
compared with 41 per cent a dec- 
ade ago- 

Much erf this dramatic drop 
comes because oil companies sim- 
ply are buying more cheap crude 
elswbere. out part also is caused 
by a new network of oil-export 
pipelines that have been spreading 
out Eire a spider’s web across the 
Middle East ever since the Xran- 
Iraq war began threatening ofl 
shi pment s. Increasingly, the Red 
Sea and the Mediterranean Sea 
have become the waterways of ofl 
exports, creating a whole new set 
erf strategic — and potentially hot 
— spots in unfamiliar {daces like 
Djibouti and Ethiopia. And even 
if tiie Gulf ofl comes roaring back 
in importance in the 1990s, as is 
widely predicted, the pipelines 
ensure teat nobody will be able to 
cutoff the Gulfs oil by blocking a 
single pomt, the Strait of Hormuz . 

‘Less important’ 

“It makes the Arabian Gulf as 
an international highway, and the 
Strait of Hormuz as an int- 
ernational bottleneck, less imp- 
ortant,” says James Settles inger, a 
former U.S. secretary of defence 
and secretary of energy. 

These far-reaching changes are 
good news. The new pipelines are 
like a giant safety valve, spreading 
around strategic risks and dangers 
that long were concentrated solely 
on the Gull . . 

“Everybody should be happy!., 
that there has been some div- 
ersification erf oil outlets” says 
Wflfiam Quandt, an analyst at the 
Brookings Institution and a White 
House national-security aide in 
the 1970s. “The world is better off 
as a result” 

This doesn't mean the Gulf isn't 


still a very important place. After 
all, countries in the Gulf region sit 
atop some 56 per cent of the 
world's proven ofl reserves. Pip- 
elines can “move the loading point 
but they can’ t move the oil fields,” 
notes Anthony Cordesman, a 
former Pentagon p lanne r who 
now is a teacher and private ana- 
lyst 

And Gulf reserves will grow 
again in importance as smaller 
reservoirs in the \JS., Europe and 
the Soviet Union dry up over the 
next decade. “The danger is that 
the Gulf may move bade into the 
driver’s seat at a time when world 
oil resources are more lim i ted 
than at anytime in recent history 
warns a recent study by the Wor- 
Idwatch Institute, a privately fin- 
anced research group in Was- 
hington. 

Strategic diffits 

But there is no denying that sig- 
nificant strategic shifts are taking 
place for now, as can be seen by 
looking at a few simple statistics. 
In 1975, some 17.5 milli on barrels 
of ofl exports flowed daily through 
tiie Strait of Hormuz, and in 1980 
the flow was 16.2 million barrels, 
according to statistics from the 
Organisation of Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries. Today, that level 
is down to about 6.5 milli on bar- 
rels, and a knowledgeable Ame- 
rican ofl executive predicts it will 
fall further, to 4.8 million barrels, 
by midyear. 

Saudi Arabia and Iraq, two of 
the Gulfs ofl giants, are the big 
players in the new pipeline game. 
The Saudis have built a pipeline 
that can carry 1.9 millio n barrels 
daily from toe Gulf across the 
Arabian peninsula to the Red Sea 
and are expanding the lines’s cap- 
acity to nearly three million bar- 
rels. 

Iraq, forced to turn to pipelines 
after Iran shut down its Gulf shi- 
pping terminals in 1979, has tap- 
ped into the new Saudi Ene and 
also isplanning a parallel line of its 
own across Saudi territory to the 
Red Sea to carry out another 1.6 
milfion barrels daily. In addition. 
Iraq has a line across Tbrkey to the 
Mediterranean that is being enl- 
arged to cany 1.5 million barrels, 
as well as a dormant Ene to the 
Mediterranean through Syria with 
a capacity of 1 .4 million barrels. 

. Now Iran has gotten pipe dre- 
ams as well. It is building a line to 
cany ofl from its fields deep inside 
the Gulf to new. terminals halfway 
out. U^.; government and oil- 
company officials think this line is 
a first step toward a big pipeline 
that eventually will bypass tiie Str- 
ait of Hormuz and carry Iranian 
crude all the way outside the Gulf, 
to Bandar Jask on the Arabian 
Sea. The other, smaller Gulf states 
have considered similar Enes out 
to the Arabian Sea. 


All told, the capacity of pip- 
elines carrying erode away from 
the Gulf has grown to 43 miffion 
barrels daily from 2J5 mil Bon bar- 
re Is in 1980. Capacity should grow 
further, to some seven milfion bar- 


fa addition to the strategic cha- 
nges, the pipelines introduce some 
significant new political forces to 
the Gulf region as wefl. For exa- 
mple, Iraq, lpng one of the Middle 
East’s most radical states now has 


rels daily by 1987 if Iraq’s new line, a powerful incentive to get along 


to the Red Sea is con^rleted. 

While these pipelines are mak- 
ing tire Strait of Hormuz dim as a 
global flashpoint, the shift in exp- 
ort outlets also is creating a whole 
new set of potential hot sports for 
strategic thinke rs to mull over. 
These are the places that could be 
the datelines in newspaper stories 
about ofl crises of the 1990s. 

First erf all, tiie changing export 
scene “increases the strategic 
importance of the Red Sea,” says 
Charles Ebinger, an analyst at 
Georget ow n University’s Centre 
for Strategic and Inte rnatio nal 
Studies. The Red Sea is growing 
botii as an oil waterway and as a 

ite<wn/niat means tiiel^jmist 
worry more about the stability of 
famiHar Red Sea states like Egypt, 
as well as Djibouti, the Sudan and 
Ethiopia. 

Egypt watches over tiie Suez 
Canal and a pipeline finking the 
Red Sea and the Mediterranean; 
oil moving north from Saudi Ara- 
bia’s Red Sea port at Yanbu must 
pass through one or the other on 
its way to Western Europe. 

Far to the south , Djibouti, a tiny 
nation that got its independence 
from France just six -years ago, 
watches over tiie narrow Bab Al 
Mandeb strait at the southern exit 
erf tiie Red Sea. Tanke rs that carry 
oil to tiie Far East or that are too 
big to go through tile Suez Canal 
pass by Djibouti to exit from the 
Red Sea to tiie south. Thiscountry 
with a population erf just 316,000 
has an unemployment rate est- 
imated at 80 per cent boasts few 
natural resources and relies mos- 
tly on French aid. 

Ethiopia, which has strong ties 
to the Soviet Union, watches over 
some 500 miles of Red Sea coa- 
stline, giving the Soviets access to 
the Red Sea area. The Sudan also 
watches a long stretch of Red Sea 
coast; it has long been friendly to 
the U 3., but the leaders of a coup 
last year have had trouble coming 
to grips with economic problems 
and have Sited with Libya. 

hi addition to these Red Sea 
countries, the new pipelines enh- 
ance the importance erf Turkey, a 
North Atlantic Treaty Org- 
an isation sta te that carries Iraqi oil 


with the Conservative gov- 
ernments of Saudi Arabia and 
Turkey, which transport its ofl. 

‘It certainly constrains (Iraq’s) 
behaviour ” says Christine Helms, 
a scholar at die Brookings Ins- 
titution who has written about 
both Iraq and the new pipetines. 
She notes, however, that Iraq’s 
planned new pipeline across Saadi 
Arabia to the Red Sea also could 
prove troublesome for tiie Saudis, 
who will have to worry about reo- 
rimmatious from tiie tough- 
minded Iraqis if there are disputes 
abouttransit fees or export levels. 

For that reason, some oil exe- 
cutives suspect the Saudis may yet 
change their rands about letting 
Iraq finish tiie new line, which Iraq 
expects to start bnfldmg this year. 

In addition, the need for sta- 
bility along tiie Red Sea gives 
Saudi Arabia new incentive to aid 
Egypt, to which it has been cool 
and distant, as well as a new stake 
in an Arab-Xsraeli peace process. 
Israel stares down at tiie Red Sea 
from the north, giving tiie Saudis 
reason to want an Arab -Israeli 
agreement to maintain ffflim in the 
area. 

Of course, there are Emits to 
how much any new transportation 
network can reduce the vul- 
nerability erf die Gull Even if all 
the contemplated pipelines are 
completed, they won’t be able to 
cany nearly all the Gulfs exports 
if production returns to tiie levels 
of the 1970s. 

Also, the mining erf the Red Sea 
near Egypt in 1984, probably by 
Libyans, illustrated that tiie Red 
Sea may be as susceptible to vio- 
lence as is tiie Gulf. Moreover, 
pipelines can be sabotaged. 

But most experts think that 
damage to pipelines is relatively 
fast and easy to fix. And indeed, 
tiie broadest lesson to be drawn 
from tiie changes in the Gulfs str- 
ategic position may be that ofl 
markets can find solutions to dan- 
gerous situations more easily titan 
mice predicted. Nobody would 
have dared to forecast in the 
1970s that there could be a warm 
the Gulf, a shutdown of Iraq's 
Gulf oil terminals and*attacks on 
oil tankers and facilities — ■ and 
that oil prices, and the Golfs str- 



to the Mediterranean . for shr- srf^tegic iapbffence wouKTdfecIine 
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across Turkey amounts to “a 
NATO supply pipeline” that 
could be a prime target of the Sov- 
iet military in an East-West con- 
flict, says Hans-Heino Kopetz, a 
consultant at London's Int- 
ernational Institute for Strategic 
Studies. 


what has happened. 

“What I think we've learned.” 
says the Brooking Institution’s 
Mr. Quandt, “is that oil systems 
and even social systems are more 
resfiient to local disturbances than 
we thought” — The Wall Street 
Journal. 


die true situation. • 

riring previous T.V. documentary films and news regarding the 
Philippines, I think some are too exaggerated and very emb- 
arrassing for ns as citizens. Never have I seen a good image, views 
of our country’s natural beauty, resources rad developments, 
Tncte-vi all were focused on what we call “Squ atters Areas.” 
Thanks also for the last paragraph of Mr. Contreras’ article winch 
impiwMc flic truth that our government keeps an implementing 
t frp-gf programmes. Giving those detafls you can now picture m 
your mind what realty is our life. You may erase some of your 
dou bts, as there are also others who are decent and middle class 
citizens (more of this category) who are not the same as the type 
illustrated having scarcity of daily resources. The poor people and 
illiterates are by worldwide inflation but they are 

taW-n care of by the Social Welfare Administration and other 
charitab le agencies . But it is also true that there are some people 
dependen t on charitable institutions who are abusing it arid they 
do not strive to get ahead. Instead they ad d more pressure by 
staying in the crowded city whilst on the outskirts of the city, 
fertile lands and a promise erf homes, which are provided by.our 
government are waiting for them. 

PoEticalfv speaking, I am not too much involved. I am just a 
plain citizen, voicing what is in my mind. Whoever runs pur 
government, just the same there will be no cha nge un l es s the 
world economy will improve. To my knowledge, Marcos is one of 


he has reserves outside our country, this is natural in polities. For* 
sure the rest of his life if elected again, he would provide beneficial 
interest for tiie next generation to come as he has done from tiie 
start of his administration. Unlike other leaders who may come in 
toe future, first of all they wfll settle their personal interests, the 
party affiliation and other interests. Well; TD just say it once more 
to critics of our president — stay away from Philippines' internal 
af fail s. 

Mrs. Remedios Atienza 

Amman . 


Promoting tourism 


To tire Editor: 

With regard to toe commendable efforts of Mr. Nasri AtaUah, 
Director General of the Tourism Authority, and his staff, in 
promoting Jordan as a favourable tourist attraction, may I enl- 
ighten Mr. Nasri on so mething the foreign co mmunity has known 
for many years . 

Namely... toe astronomically high air fares charged by Aha, 
from, for example England for the individual avarage tourist 
Unless these average tourists are in the hig h income group, they 
automatically give Jordan a miss, and opt for a holiday in Israel, 
thereby receiving toe same, if not better facilities, i.e. sun, sand, 
sea, tourist sites, goodhotels , at a fraction erf the price for the same 
things in Jordan. 

- - A seat on a recognised airime to Israel is £145 (seeauy British 
neaapapes^inrcdinpnrgbii to Afe 33600. 1 " • - - ■ - - - 

Therefol^ a famfly of four would need to spend £2,400, just to 
get here! Need I say more. 

If Aha reduced their air fares, Jordan would have more tourists 
than it knew what to do with. 

Sbefla Haddad 
Amman. 


Rifai urges Arab and Islamic support for Iraq Iraq reports beating back Iranian thrust 


(Contained from page 1) 

not to help the Iraqi people repel 
aggression. Unless peace and sec- 
urity is established m the Gulf, the 
region and the whole Arab area 
wffl not enjoy stability, Mr. Tbw- 
eib said. He suggested issuing a 
statement calling on Iran to res- 
pect resolutions by the United 
Nations, toe Organisation of Isl- 
amic Conference and the Non- 
Aligned Movement to stop the 
war aid making peace. He also 
called on Arab countries to imp- 
lement the Arab League defence 
pact which commits all Arabs to 
come to toe help of any Arab cou- 
ntry exposed to external agg- 
ression. 

Another deputy Salman Al 
Qudah said that Iran has been 
ignoring ail calls of peace and has 
been trying to impose hegemony 
an Arab countries in cooperation 
with Israel, which continues to 
supply it with weapons. Had- it 
not been for Iraq’s heroic stands 
and steadfastness, the I ranian agg- 
ression would have extended to 
many Arab countries, Mr. Qudah 
continued. He called on Arab 
countries to fulfil their com- 
mitment and implement the Arab 
League defence pact to repel the 
aggression. He said that sta- 
tements erf condemnation are not 
enough and all Arabs should now 
extend genuine help and actual 
support. 

Daoud Mohammad Suleiman 
said that most Arab countries 
have done very little in the face of 
continued Israeli aggression and 
occupation of Arab territory and 
now some Arab countries are 
doing nothing to help Iraq repel 
Iran’saggression . He said that uni- 
fied Arab action to face Iranian 
aggression and Israers atrocities is 
bound to ensure peace mid sta- 
bility for the Arab Nation. 

Mr. Ismail Hijazi called on the 
meeting to issue an appeal to Arab 
countries to stand tty Iraq and to 
undertake meaningful action to 
stop the war. 

Mr. Nazih Ammarin, who also 
addressed the session, said that 
Iraq has never shirked its res- 
ponsibility and has always stood 
tty Arab conn tries in their war aga- 
inst Israel- The Iraqis have fought 
alongside Arab armies in Pal- 
estme, Smai and the Golan Hei- - 
ghts,and itis time for the Arabsto 


help toe Iraqis defeat toe enemies 
of toe Arab Nation, Mr. Ammarin 
said. 

Fayez confers with 
Iraqi parliamentarian 

Before the session the House 
Speaker Akef Al Fayez conferred 
with Mr. Sa'ad Qasem Ham- 
moudi, chairman of the Foreign 
and Arab Affairs Committee of 
toe Iraqi National Assembly. 
They discussed the situation in the 
Gulf and parliamentary issues. At 
the end of the meeting. Mr. Ham- 
moudi said that Iraq appreciates 
Jordan’s support for toe Iraqi 
people. At the meeting with Mr. 
Fayez he said that discussion cen- 
tred on issued of concern to par- 
liaments in both countries. Mr. 
Hammoudi called on toe Arab 
Nation to rally behind Iraq and 
repel aggression. The March 10 
meeting of toe Inter-Arab Par- 
liamentary Union in Amman will 
be another chance for Arab par- 
liaments to take a practical step 
towards confronting the Iranian 
aggression on Iraq, Mr. Ham- 
moudi said. 

On the situation at toe bat- 
tlefoont, Mr. Hammoudi said that 
the Iraqi armed forces wfll soon 
defeat toe invading Iranian forces. 
Speaker of the Iraqi National Ass- 
embly Sa’doun Hammadi earlier 
sent a message to Mr. Fayez inf- 
orming him of the new I ranian 
offensive and calling fpr concerted 
Arab efforts to repel aggression. 

Following the Parliament ses- 
sion, Speaker Fayez sent a cable to 
King Hussein voicing the House’s 
pride in the King's leadership. 

He said that the Jordanian peo- 
ple support every effort und- 
ertaken by their monarch to ext- 
end help and support for the Iraqi 
people. The representatives of the 
Jordanian people in parliament 
have condemned Iran’s aggression 
cm Iraq and have renewed det- 
ermination and resolve to rally 
behind their monarch in his efforts 
to help the Iraqi people and armed 
forces in aborting Iran's exp- 
ansionist designs in Arab Hom- 
eland, Mr. Fayez said. 

Mr. Fayez sent another cable to 
President Saddam Hussein in 
which be voiced the House's pride 
and appreciation of the Iraqi peo- 
ple and armed forces’ sacrifice and 


heroic stand. 

'‘The Lower House of Par- 
liament in Jordan takes pride in 
your heroic struggle and the great 
sacrifice made by toe Iraqi people 
and armed forces that remind of 
toe great feats of Arab and Mus- 
lim leaders throughout history,” 
Mr. Fayez said in his cable to Pre- 
sident Hussein. 

He said the Lower House str- 
ongly condemns Iran’s int- 
ransigence and continued acts of 
aggression on toe Arab Nation. 
He said: “Our duty as Arabs 
makes it incumbent on us to imp- 
lement the Arab League defence 
pact and full our commitment in 
support of the Iraqi people.” 

Government condemns Libyan 
backing for Iran 

Coinciding with Parliament’s 
session, the Jordanian gov- 
ernment issued a statement str- 
ongly condemning Libya for its 
support for Iran in its aggression 
on Iraqi territoiy. A statement 
issued by Acting Foreign Minister 
Hazem Nuseibeh said that die 
Jordanian government was deeply 
dismayed at toe Iranian-Libyan 
joint communique two days ago 
which voiced Libya’s support for 
Iran’s aggression on Iraq. Jordan 
and all Arab people who take 
pride in Iraq's sacrifice and heroic 
stand in defence of the Arab 
Homeland against the Iranian ons- 
laught express total condemnation 
of toe Libyan stand, the statement 
said. 

Itsaid that toe Jordanian people 
wfll continue to support the Iraqi 
people aid armed forces in their 
continued struggle to repel agg- 
ression. 

The Jordanian Jurists’ Society 
and toe Jordanian Economists’ 
Society both issued statements 
voicing condemnation of Iran’s 
aggression and expressing support 
for the Iraqi people. The sta- 
tements called on Arab leaders to 
join ranks and end their divisions 
and efisputes so that they can def- 
eat aggression. The Jordanian 
Economists Society sent a cable to 
President Saddam Hussein paying 
tribute to the Iraqi people and 
armed forces for their riffanw of 
the nation and called on the Arab 
countries to implement tiie Arab 
League’s joint defence pact 


(Contfemed from page 1) 

their talks. The ministers pre- 
viously visited Syria, Iran's main 
Arab ally, as part of a diplomatic 
drive to try to .end toe flare-up in 
toe 5 Vi -year war. 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait were 
among seven Arab states which 
asked for a Security Council mee- 
ting but Iran, which accuses the 
council of bias towards Iraq, has 
already served notice it will pro- 
bably ignore toe meeting's out- 
come. The council was to meet 
(ate Tuesday. 

“The Iranian nation wfll reject 
any position taken by the UN. 
Security Council which avoids 
condemnation of toe aggressor or 
its (Erect or indirect supporters,” 
Prime Minister Mir-Hossein 


Mousavi said. 

“Otherwise,” he added, “the 
only solution to end the war and 
elimmate tension in the region will 
be mflitaiy action.” 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said on Monday in 
a note to UJN. Secretary -General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar that Iran 
_wouki listen to “suggestions for an 
equitable end” to tiie conflict, but 
that the council should explicitly 
brand Iraq as the “aggressor” and 
condemn its “frfcquent use” of 
chemical weapons. 

Egyptian Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Youssef Wali, who arrived in 
Baghdad on Monday with a mes- 
sage of support for Iraq, told the 
daily A] Jumhuriya that Gulf sta- 
tes should view tiie Iranian off- 


ensive as a “direct threat to them 
which must be taken seriously.” i 
Warning them a gains t “faffing 
into toe trap erf tiie Iranian rulers! 
political manoeuvres,-” Mir. Wall 
said the offensive was aimed at thd 
whole Gulf region. j 

The TASS news agency said) 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard] 
A. Shevardnadze held talks Mon- 1 
day with Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Adz and warned Iran and 
Iraq not to allow the West to exp- 
loit Gulf tension by continuing 
their fierce war. 

“Conviction was expressed that | 
continuation of the Iranian-Iraqij 
war resalts only in heavy cas- V 
ualties and destruction for the; 
peoples. of the two countries.” 
TASS sail 


Mubarak expects Jordan-PLO accord on 242 


(Continued from page l) 

Mr. Arafat had separate mee- 
tings (Hi Tuesday with Dr. Baz and 
Nabfl Al Arabi, chief legal officer 
in the Foreign Ministry. 

Egypt’s semi-official Al Ahram 
daily quoted Mr. Arafat as saying 
toe PLO was ready to accept Res- 
olution 242 on condition that it 
also stipulated Palestinian rights 

Mr. Arafat also said the PLO 
would join an international 
conference provided it was eff- 
ective and was backed by the per- 
manent members of the UN. Sec- 
urity Council, including the Soviet 
Union and the US. 

“This is not for love erf the Sov- 
iet Union, but simply because itis 
illogical that the US. should bring 
the case and judge it at the same 
time,” Al Ahram quoted him as 
saying. 

hi L uxe m bourg, diplomats told 
Reuter Egypt has formally asked a 
sceptical European Community 
(EC) to back Mr.'Mubarak’s call 
for Middle East peace mission by 
establishing a “contact group" of 
independent European per- 
sonalities. 

They .said the call was made 
Monday night tty Egyptian For- 
eign Minister Esmat Abdul Meg- . 
uffl who met the 12 EC foreign ■ 
ministers for political discussions 
after a regular meeting on EC- 
Egypt economic relations. 

The diplomats said the EC had 


promised to study tiie request at 
the foreign ministers next regnlar 
meeting on foreign policy issues, 
in The Hague in a week’s time. 

The call was first outlined by 
Mr. Mubarak in a speech .last ' 
month at the Gonncfl of Europe in 
Strasbourg but the diplomats said 
the EC ministers pressed for a fel- 
ler explanation. 

Tbeysaid that Mr. Abdul Meg- 
uid fold them he wanted the mis- 
sion to talk to all parties involved 
in the conflict, including Israel and 
the PLO. 

The Egyptian minister said tiie 
idea had toe support of Mr. Arafeit 

and the mission would try- to for- 
mulate new proposals aimed at. 
breaking tiie impasse in Middle 
East peace-making, they added. 

In an interview with Renter 
later on Tuesday, Mr. Arafat rej- ‘ 
ected suggestions that he had dif- 
ferences with King Hussein but 
said he was ax odds with United 
States proposals. 

“There are no differences wha- 
tsoever between us and KingHus- 
sem. The difference is between us 
and the American adm- 
mistration,” be toW Rchfera. " 

The King was making great eff- ' 
orts to find a formula that would 
permit progress towardS M mt- ' - 
e ma tional Middle Eastpeacecon^ — 
ference, Mir. Arafar added. ' J. ‘ . ; v ‘ 
"‘‘The PLO -chairman also said i 
Egypt and Jordan were media ting 
With toe US. tO find. a fanrmla •• 


Washington could accept. 

But so far, “toe United State: 
has offered a formula, which is no' 
acceptable to the PLO,”. he added 
without elaborating. 

Mr. Arafat said talks betweei 
; the PLO and Jordan would con 
tinue, and Palestmian sources sait 
he dispatched his political adviser 
Hassan to Amman on Tuesday- ; 

Mr. Arafat acknowledgedtiierc 
were discrepancies between PLC 
and Jord anian positions but sak 
soda things happened “betweei 
brothers on the same path.”. 

Mr. Arafat flew on Tuesday h 
the Mediterranean city of Ale 
xandria on ah unexplained mis 
sion bat said he would meet Mr 
Mubarak again. He said his talk 
were since fast Thursday bad ach ; 
ieved positive results. 

Sources close to the talks were 
quoted as saying by Reuter that 
three formulas under ctiscuSsaoir 
. covered several aspectsof the Pal-; 
estinian issue with silgh tly dif- 

ferent wording. 

They said the formulas in eluded ■ 
j acceptance of all United Nations .; 
resolutions; on the . Palestinian ! 
..question, not ji1sl242 .and 338 . i 

Also xnduded were gua rante es ; 

, f.ci r P ape stjfn i S'nr.s fit - ", 
"determinatfon, hot onfy in words \ 
' but rfso “pn fte^ground;” and • 
conimltiaeat to an mterdatioflal 


attefrd oat 

souioBai^L" fCovU* j 


• .-.wr- 







JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 19, 1986 5 




Sudan’s future 
dustbowl or 
breadbasket? 
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By Jonathan Wright 

Rcuu? 

KHARTOUM — Gloomy pre- 
dictions .of cooimuing .ecological 
disaster have ail but supplanted 
hopes of just a decade ago that 
Sudan cot^bccome a granary, 
f' As The fight goes ou to save 
people horn Africa’s worst dro- 
agfattlus century , the successors of 
agricultural experts who came to 
tty and make the breadbasket 
dream a reality are reassessing est- 
imates of future prod uc tivity. 

In the mid-1970s this was the 
lost frontier of die Middle East, a 
laud of -promise for pioneer bus- 
. inessmea to -invest the o3 wealth 
of the Gulf in the rain-fed prairies 
of Africa's largest country. 

The textbooks said, the Sud- 
anese. cultivated only 17 mil Son 
acresofa possible 200 mfflinn 
Wjcaf jffCrthictHm waaki grow 

. tcirfaW. between 1975 and 1985, 
... jr officials of the time predicted. 

•They don't talk about the gra- 
naiy kfca any more,., and per- 
wa&ly.Tm very doubtful about 
foe\figare_of .200 mSHon acres,” 
Fouad Ibrahinj, desertification 
•expert at 'West Germany's Bay- 
reuth University, told Rea tecs. 

- Mustafa Tdba, director of the 
United . Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), said that 
widr present 'farming practices 
Sudan’s next, .drought would be 
even more disastrous than the one 
which ravaged the landscape in 
1982-84: 

Farmers destroyed two mSMon 
acres a year by intensive and mec- 
hamsfttf methods which ignored 
bask principles of crop rotation 
lj -and fdfow periods, he. said. 

T “This is a form of sabotage. 
After five or six years this land 
loses its productivity and the far- 
mers move on to new areas or 
expand the area' they plant." 

Wholesale destruction erf trees ' 
for fuel also speeds the spread of 
the desert in Sudan and nei- 
ghbouring regions. By the turn of 
die century. UNEP predicts, Kha- 
rtoum will have.tb collect its fir- 
ewood . from 1 ,000 kilometres 
away.-' 

-Ibrahim, probably the world 
authority on the ecology of north 
Darfur in the far. west, said 
Sudan’s potential was still large 
but no t as easily exploitable as opt- 

. _.*■ 1 . .UCL.A 


ting up quicker than expected, 
shortages of fuel and spare parts 
restrict irrigation by diesel pump 
and the day soils of the well- 
watered south deteriorate rapidly 
once farmers clear the original 
vegetation. 

Khasiun A1 Girba Dam in the 


oast, for example, hdd 1 2 billion 
cubic metres of water when it ope- 
ned in 1962. Silt has reduced its 
capacity lo 500 millio n and "in 
another 15 to 20 years you can 
forget about it,” Ibrahim said. 

In Darfur, cultivation of millet 
in marginal areas of uncertain rai- 
nfall, coupled with overgrazing, 
has brought sand dunes to {daces 
where they were once unknown, 
he added. 

Another school of thought, rep- 
resented by the eminent 
Egyptian-born geologist Farouk 
A1 Baz, dismisses the "man- 
made*' theory of desertification, 
blaming instead long-term cli- 
matic cycles beyond human con- 
trol or foil understanding. 

But even Baz recognises that 
the cycle of wet and dry phases 
{daces considerable restraints on 
Sudan's agricultural potential. He 
rays it should look instead to exp- 
loit mineral wealth in the uni- 
nhabited deserts of the far nor- 
thwest. 

Sidahmed Tayfbur. minister of 
finance and formerly a senior off- 
icial in the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development 
(IFAD), still maintains tire ideas 
of the 1 970s were feasible and the 
constraints today largely financial. 

Sudan may have missed its big 
chance because the capital sur- 
pluses generated in the Gulf states 
by high oO prices have now eva- 
porated, he told reporters. 

He said the investors of the 
years of promise should have put 
their money in rain-fed agr- 
iculture and livestock ranching 
instead of ponitry fanning and the 
old irrigated areas. 

A corollary of the outdated 
production forecasts was the bel- 
ief that the population of Sudan, 
now 22 million, is way below the 
capacity of a country of 2.6 million 
square kilometre. 

A drive from the eastern town 
of Gedaref suggests that theory 
may still be valid. Tracks run for 
mites through fields of grain with 
tiny hamlets at long intervals. 

Aziz Slaeh, representative in 
Sudan of the Food and Agr- 
iculture Organisation (FAO). said 
resettling people in und- 
erexploited regions would be a 
good long-term solution to 
Sudan's problems. 

But its government is neither 
strong enough nor ideologically 
^deposed to enforce a compulsory 
resettlement policy of the. type 
Ethiopia has attempted for people 
from its overpopulated north. 

“In Sudan the people would 
have to be consulted. If they agr- 
eed, then fine, but if you move 
people by decree, it tends to be 
counterproductive," said Mustafa 
Tolba. 



press ombudsman 
hunts mistakes, 
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MADRID — It was a tough start 
for the first ombudsman in the 
Spanish press, appointed by foe 
leading dafly-El Pais to carry out 
post-mortems on mistakes' m 
onferto guarantee foe h ig hest edi- 
torial standards. ~ 

The very week be launched on 
his lone ranger task, Ismael Lopez 
Munoz had to investigate his own 
boss, editor Juan Luis Cebrian. for 
a touchy mistake in an interview 
with th e p rim* mas ter. 

'Words dropped in the published 
txansrafot of Gebrian's interview 
made 'Premier FeHpe Gonzalez 
claim- .to. be commander- in-chief 
. "of than nned fortes, title freW by 
the king,. . .. 

Lopez Munoz, in the first of his 

weekly, columns, traced the mis- 
take to a secretary and also bla- 
med a deputy editor for failing to 
spot it 

“1 rfotCt think they hked that 
very modi, but the issue was imj>- 
onant ” he told Reuters. 

The fact foat a deputy editor 
was tile ombudsman’s first target 
was positive, Cebrian said. “It 
helped dear -any doubts that the 
ombudsman was. to. be . used to 
watch and possibly punish jou- 
rnafists,” he said. ; 

; Cd)rffln sawthe ombudsman as. 
a new challenge far El Pais, whkfo 
was set up in 1976, -rix months 
after dictator Francisco Franco 
-dtetylt rapidly became Spam’s 
leading daily with ^circulation of 
3$(&)00 that nearly doubles on 
Sundays. ' 

" • While press ombudsmen are 
common in the United States and 
Anstxafia, they are unknown in 
most parts ctf Europe. . 

- * i ItB above all a service to rea- 
ders. We must answer to them for 
the quality of foe information we 
provide,* .Cebrian. said. He said 
rectifying errors was not enough 


and readers had to be told how 
mistakes came about. 

Lopez Munoz, a journalist for 
23 years and a former Moscow 
correspondent, said he wanted to 
attack the popular idea, deeply 
rooted m Latin countries, that 
newspapers print lies. 

Since he was appointed last 
November, he has picked on even 
hss closest friends in foe new- 
spaper. 

He spotted a demonstration 
reported a day before it actually 
took place and a story that dis- 
counted a cat in petrol prices but 
was followed the next day by an 
announce meat that prices had 
gone dawn. 

Acting on readers’ letters he 
investigated- why sandwiches wra- 
pped up in copies ctf El Phis bec- 
ame ink -stained and why value 
added tax caused the p r i ce of El 
Pais to rite even m tite Canary isl- 
ands which are exempted from the 
tax. 

He denounce d the paper for a 
death notice was turned down for 
lade of space and for another that 
tamed out to be a joke. He also 
; reported his own mistakes and. 
asked in a column: “Who watches 
the watchman? ” Readers, he 

answered. 

. Cebrian said he was aware 
ombudsmen had caused tension in 
fo r eign newspapers and 
Munoz said colleagues wa 
him warily whenever he stepped 
into the newsroom, fearing they 
might be his next target. 

Some resented their mistakes 
being exposed. “Some of them no 
longer speak to me,” be.said. But 
journalists whose names were pri- 
nted m his columns told Renters 
his work was useful as a constant 
reminder to keep high standards. 

Under proposed statutes, the El 
Pais ombudsman will have full 
guarantees of independence and 
irremovability and will go bade to 
his original job at foe mad of a 
rate-year renewable term. 


Probing the cell: Doctors link genes 
and predisposition to heart disease 


By jerry E. Bishop 

NEW YORK — Experience told 
the doctors the two patients sho- 
uldn't have heart disease. They 
wen: young women, just3l and 29 
yeaisof age.and their overall cho- 
lesterol levels were normal. Yet 

there in foe black and white of the 

X-rays was dear evidence that the 
coronary arteries at both patients 
— two sisters — were almost tot- 
ally dogged. 

In ensuing months the case was 
pursued not only by the sisters’ 
doctors in Detroit but by scientists 
at a half-dozen laboratories aro- 
imd the U.S. and Canada. Using 
techniques that didn't exist as rec- 
ently as five years ago. they finally 
tracked foe problem to the genes. 
Specifically, to a gene on the tip of 
the 1 1 fo pair of chromosomes in 
each cell of the two sisters’ bodies. 

The gene normally makes a pro- 
tein that enables blood to remove 
used cholesterol from tissues and 
carry it off for disposal. But in 
both sisters, the gene wasn’t wor- 
king. Their blood never picked up 
the cholesterol — and thus didn't 
show an elevated reading. Mea- 
nwhile. the used cholesterol piled 
day after day in the tissues and 
artery linings. 

Jan. Breskw, a physician and 
biochemist at Rockefeller Uni- 
versity in New York, was one of 
those who helped solve the mys- 
tery.. “It’s pretty awesome," he 
says, “to think of a single gene 
abnormality that can accelerate 
the age for a heart attack by 50 
years." 

On the scent 

Butsnch are the discoveries that 
are rapidly uncovering foe genetic 
bases ctf some atherosclerosis, the 
artery clogging that undertines 
most heart attacks and leads each 
year to the deaths of 500,000 
Americans. By finding genes inv- 
olved in tiie process and what they 
do, says Dr. Breslow, “we are beg- 
inning to understand the body 
mechanisms that lead to coronary 
heart disease.” 

He cites the paradox that som- 
eone like NYmston Churchill could 
indulge in rich foods, tobacco and 
physical inactivity and live past 90, 
while one such as tennis star Art- 
hur Ashe could avoid smoking, 
stay thin and be very active, yet 
suffer two heart attacks before 40. 
“The Churchills of foe world we 
presume have a genetic protection 
against heart attack, whereas the 
Arthur Ashes have a genetic sus- 
ceptibility.,” Dr. -Breslow says. The 
80 per cent or more of people $bo - 
fall between these extremes can 
improve or hurt their odds sig- 
nificantly (though to varying 
degrees) through such thing* as 
diet. 

Of the estimated 4.6 million 
Americans with coronary artery 
disease , researchers say a majority 
probably are afflicted by a pre- 
disposing genetic disorder. But 
there is by no means only one such 
disorder. With their new bio- 
logical tools scientists are locating 
.a whole group of genes, each of 
which, if defective, can disrupt the 
body’s normal use of cholesterol. 

Hie heart-attack (Bet 
The growing genetic insight is 


already affectmg efforts to bring 
foe US. heart-disease epidemic 
under control. By revealing some 
of foe processes involved, iris era- 
sing any doubt that the normal 
American diet, laden as it is with 
fats, is a major culprit in the large 
majority of heart attacks. Thus, 
the geneticists’ discoveries are lik- 
ely to add impetus to the existing 
evolution of foe U 5. diet. 

The discoveries also may affect 
physical exams, which typically 
measure just the overall level of 
blood cholesterol. As more is lea- 
rned about the way ath- 
erosclerosis develops, more tests 
are being done for foe cholesterol 
units known as HDL and LDL. 
And new blood tests are on the 
horizon that could reveal , at birth, 
who is in danger of an early heart 
attack, permitting measures to be 
taken to Teduce foe risk. 

The genes involved in heart dis- 
ease are those responsible for the 
body’s use and disposal of fats. 
They evolved in distant ancestors 
who, it is believed, ate low-fat, 
high-fiber diets but for various 
reasons usually lived short lives. It 
wasn't until foe comforts of the 
20tfa century that these genes 
were challenged by a population 
that got 40 per cent to 45 percent 
of its calories from fats and rou- 
tinely lived loag enough to suffer 
the consequences. 

The LDL shuttle 

In a manner of speaking, foe 
genes had evolved to solve the 
problem that oil and water don’t 
mix. The bloodstream must tote 
dietary fat through the liver, 
where it is processed into usable 
forms such as cholesterol, and 
then throughout foe body for mak- 
ing cell walls, hormones and other 
vital substances. As such sub- 
stances wear out, the bloodstream 
also has to scavenge their used 
cholesterol and haul it back to the 
liver for disposal. 

But because fats don’t dissolve 
in blood (which is .mostly water), 
foe cholesterol has to be wrapped 
in a protein that does. And there 
must be several kinds of these pro- 
teins; if the same one were inv- 
olved at all stages, foe receiving 
cells couldn't tell the difference 
between, say, fresh cholesterol 
and used cholesterol. So at each 
stage, foe cholesterol is rep- 
ackaged in a different protein, like 
maO being handed off to a new 
Pony Express rider. 

Scientists have identified at 
least eight such proteins, and they 
are making rapid progress in pin- 
pointing tiie genes that form the 
blueprints for them. Their work is 
leading to new insights into how 
atherosclerosis develops. 

This is why foe two sisters with 
foe puzzling cases occupy a niche 
in medkal annals. As the older sis- 
ter's doctor, Detroit internist 
Robert Norum, recalls, her artery 
disease wasn't the only unusual 
finding. His patient’s eyelids, neck 
and trunk also were dotted with 
small yellowish bumps. 

“She mentioned that her you- 
nger sister also had these yel- 
lowish plaques and had heart tro- 
uble when her first child was 
bom,” Dr. Nonun says. He also 
headed a genetics laboratory, at 
Henry Ford Hospital, and he 


knew that such yellow plaques are 
seen in a rare hereditary affliction 
called Tangier disease. In that dis- 
order, the plaques result from 
deposits of cholesterol in foe skin, 
but Tangier patients don't have 
any umisnal incidence of ath- 
erosclerosis. 

"My partner suggested we 
check tire lipids (fats) in the 
blood ” Dr. Norum says. Initial 
tests in Detroit, and later def- 
initive ones at foe Oklahoma Med- 
ical Research Foundation, rev- 
ealed a surprise: The woman was 
missing a protein whose job it is to 
extract used cholesterol from foe 
cells and take it to the liver for 
disposal. 

Without this protein, called apo 
A-l, the used cholesterol was 
simply collecting in the woman's 
tissues. When foe younger sister 
was found also to be missing foe 
apo A-l protein, “we had a pretty 
good idea this was a genetic dis- 
ease," Dr. Norum says. 

In the case of every gene except 
those that determine sex, an ind- 
ividual inherits two copies! one 
from foe father and one from the 
mother. When the copy from one 
parent is defective, its effects often 
are partly offset by the good copy 
from foe other parent. But som- 
etimes both copies passed on to 
the child have the same defect. 
The two sisters, it appeared, might 
each have inherited two copies of 
a defective apo A-l gene. 

This thesis was bolstered when 
doctors checked foe Mood of rel- 
atives and found that both of their 
parents had about half the normal 
level of apo A-l protein, ind- 
icating they each carried one def- 
ective copy of the gene. But what 
was foe defect? 

Probing deeper 

Shortly after Dr. Norum and 10 
other scientists who studied the 
sisters had published their first 
report, in the New England Jou- 
rnal of Medicine, “Dr. B reslow at 
foe Rockefeller called and said he 
had the probes to examine the 
genes." Dr. Norum says. “So I 
sent him some white blood cells 
from the sisters and their relatives. 

Dr. Breslow's laboratory is a 
collection of small rooms jammed 
with glassware and instruments 
near foe East River in Manhattan 
Here he and a half-dozen other 
young scientists are “mapp ing " 
the genes for the proteins that cart 
cholesterol around foe body. 
Employing foe methods being 
used in a far-ranging ' scientific 
project to locate all human genes., 
on the chromosomes, - they use' 
probes ctf synthetic DNA to check 
for revealing variations known as 
“rifKps." 

From studying foe cells of hea- 
lthy people. Dr. Breslow’s group 
already knew the apo A-l gene 
was ou chromosome pair No. 11, 
and they had a good idea where. 
They also knew that close by were 
two other genes that produced 
proteins involved in cholesterol 
transport. When they compared 
chromosome II from the sisters 
with a normal chrome**} me 11, 
they found foe defect. A piece of 
foe apo A-l gene had traded pla- 
ces wilhapiece of one of foe other 
nearby genes. The partial rea- 
rrangement inactivated both 


genes. 

The sisters' case made dear that 
inheriting two defective copies of 
the gene for this protein could lead 
to severe and rapid ath- 
erosclerosis. Now foe researchers 
are hoping to learn whether a sin- 
gle defective copy could lead to 
artery disease too, but at a slower 
rate- (The sisters' parents, now in 
their 50s, haven't shown any out- 
ward symptoms of the problem. 
Dr. Nonim says). 

fo any case, discovery of foe apo 
A-l defect has broad implications 
for prevention of atherosclerosis. 
When foe protein extracts used 
cholesterol from a celL it wraps it 
up in a tightly packed molecular 
unit dubbed high -density lip- 
oprotein, or HDL. People are 
known to be statistically more lik- 
ely to develop heart disease if 
HDL accounts for a low per- 
centage of their cholesterol. The 
sisters’ case showed that a dan- 
gerously low HDL level could be 
due to a defective gene. 

About 5 per cent of Americans, 
or almost 12 million people, have 
significantly low levels of HDL. 
Dr. Breslow speculates that one- 
fifth of these people migh t have 
one or another defect in the apo 
A-l gene. 

Liver pills 

A hint of foe usefulness of such 
discoveries can be seen in some 
early research that brought a 
Nobel Prize last fall to two Uni- 
versity of Texas scientists. Michael 
Brown and Joseph Goldstein took 
a dose look at a family that suf- 
fered a mysterious form of early 
and severe heart disease. These 
patients’ bloodstreams contained 
very high amounts of another type 
of cholesterol-protein package, 
called low-density lipoprotein, or 
LDL. 

Drs. Brown and Goldstein dis- 
covered that these patients’ liver 
cells were unable to extract LDL 
cholesterol from the blood. And 
they traced this problem to a gene 
defect that kept foe livercells from 
making a receptor protein they 
needed to “recognize" foe LDL. 

Although there may be othqt 
genetic defects that also lead to 
hjgh LDL levels, this one now is 
believed to afflict about one per- 
son in 500. Its discovery con- 
firmed foe link between ath- 
erosclerosis and high levels of 
LDL cholesterol. Today, heart 
specialists and many general- 
practice physicians, instead of just 
measuring their patients' total 
cholesterol, increasingly are che- 
cking what part ctf it is HDL and 
what part is LDL. 

Scientists like Dr. Breslow sug- 
gest that the genetic research on 
atherosclerosis might pay off ano- 
ther way. Most of it so for has foc- 
used on finding gene defects that 
render individuals more sus- 
ceptible to heart disease, but he 
notes that other genes may confer 
special protection, as in a person 
like Omrchil. “Given the fact that 
such immunity, like longevity 
generally, often runs in families." 
Dr. Breslow says, “there is surely 
some genetic component at work. 
One would very much like some 
due to v.i"« *» might be” — The 
Wall Street Journal 


Ben Kingsley: Master of disguise 


By Paul Majendie 

Reuter ■ 

LONDON — From Gandhi to 
Othello via Apache warrior and 
o3 sheikh, Ben Kingsley revels in 
his versatility. 

For the actor best known for his 
Oscar-winning portrayal of Mah- 
atma Gandhi relishes the cha- 
llenge of disguise. The qui- 
ntessential chameleon, be imm- 
erses himself in every role, totally 
transforming himself into each 
new character. 

As proof of that adaptability, he 
is at presen t playing in repertory at 
London’s Barbican Centre to pac- 
ked houses. 

His two roles could sot be more 
different. One week, he plays 
Othello, the jealousy-racked 
Moor driven to murder. The next, 
he is an old Apache warrior ref- 
lecting on past injustices in “Mel- 
ons" by American author Bernard 
Fomerance. 

Kingsley’s two latest film roles 
also prove he is no d anger ctf ever 
-being typecast or stock in a rut. 

He plays an ofl sheikh in 
“Harem” and in “Turtle Diary” a 
mild-manne red Fngiwinmwi who 
plots with Glenda Jackson to rel- 
ease from captivity all the trades 
in London Zoo. 

Reflecting on such a varied out- 
put, he said: “Acting is my great 
love. and you have to face certain 
teste and challenges. I am for- 
tunate, to have several different 
diets to. feed this greedy craft of 
name.” 

But the 42-year-old Kingsley, a 
quiet and intense figure with pie- 
rcing brown eyes, agrees there has 
been a link between his most suc- 
cessor! roles like Othello and 
Gandhi. 

“There is a definite thread. 
Obsessives do make wonderful 
characters and are riveting for an 
audience,” he toH Renters in an 



Ben KJngsley and Candice Bergen m Richard Attenborough's ‘Gandhi* (Fie photo) 


interview. 

He switches happily from stage 
to cinema and after his repertory 
stint at foe London Home of foe 
Royal Sha k espeare Company, he 
plans to retom to films' again. 

“Actors and actresses are very 
lucky in this country to do films 
and theatre side by side, that is 
people like myself, Glenda Jac- 
kson and Antony Sher.” 

His best way of describing the 
difference between die two is to 
resort to a r unnin g metaphor. 

Kingsley, who chooses his 
words with immense care and pre- 
cision, said “filming is like being a 
sprinter. You have to pace you- 
rself just right for that 10-second 
dash. I learn alxrat the psychology 
of my craft when facing a camera. 

“The theatre is like marathon 
running. That is where you grow. 


The stage adds to your intellectual 
and physical muscle.” 

A thorough researcher, he plu- 
nges eagerly into each new role, 
keen to study every nuance in a 
character. For Gandhi, he lost 20 
pounds in weight, learnt to spin 
cotton, darkened his skin with 
mustard ofl, read coundess bio- 
graphies of the Indian ind- 
ependence leader and apostle ctf 
non-violence. 

“There was this wonderful cou- 
ple who taught me to spin cotton. 
One day they brought me along a 
pair of socks made out ctf cotton I 
had spun. They will end up as a 
family heirloom if the atofos don't 
get them,” he said. 

Kingsley, who spent almost 20 
years mi foe Enghfo stage before 
being catapulted to international 
fame in Gandhi, was born Krishna 


Ban ji, the son of an Indian doctor 
and a part- Russian mother in a 
midlands British city. 

To go on stage be selected his 
father’s first name and for the sec- 
ond decided to commemorate his 
exotic grandfather who was shi- 
pwrecked on foe shores of Zan- 
zibar, became a wealthy spice 
merchant and was nicknamed 
“King Qove." 

Kingsley, like Sir Alec Gui- 
nness, has achieved fame by pla- 
ying a wide variety of physically 
different roles that certainly do 
sot bring instant recognition when 
he walks down the street. 

Now he confesses he woald like ’ 
all that to change. It is no eager bid 
for stardom and foe fall-scale Hol- 
lywood treatment, more of a des- 
ire to play more muted, modern, 
everyday roles. 



AWARDED: Director Ingmar Bergman, who made 
world-famous films starring Uv Ullmann, feds the Norwegian 
actress Is wasting her taJcnL Since 1980 she untiringly worked in a 
new role far removed from Hollywood glamour as a special envoy 
for UNICEF, the United Nations international children’s eme- 
rgency frmd. The German United Nations Association has awarded 
her its Dag Hannrarritjold medal In recognition of her work in the 
Third World. Her commitment to the cause of children in the 
Third World, of refugees ami people stricken by famine, began 
when die and other celebrities tried to take a convoy of food and 
medical supplies to Cambodia but were turned back at the border. 
She was so deeply inpressed by what die saw that she decided to 
keep up her work for the underprivileged. She became a special 
envoy far UNICEF, visiting projects all over the world. In foe 
industrialised countries she missed no opportunity of telfing people 
what fife was fike in the Third World, and she raised funds to 
relieve the hardship: she went begging for UNICEF. The award 
with which the 48-year-old actress has been presented in rec- 
opiMm of her committed work as an ambassador of goodwill is 
named after the UN. secretary-general who died in a plane crash 
in 1961. It is made every other year to people who have made 
outstanding contributions toward solving foe world’s problems. 
Previous whiners have included Peter Ustinov usd Danny Kaye. 
The speech in her honour was made by SPD leader Willy Brandt, 
chairman of the Brandt commission ou North-South affairs, who 
said Liv Uibnaon’s commitment helped to ease at least a little 
injustice in the world (Photo DsQ'dpa) 


IUD birth control devices likely 
to remain in widespread use 


By Michael Coition 

Reuter 

CHICAGO — The intrauterine 
device (IUD), one of the most 
popular forms of birtbcontrol, has 
been all but driven from the U.S. 
market by lawsuits and bad pub- 
licity but seems likely to remain in 
widespread use elsewhere. 

After sterilization .which an est- 
imated 136 million men and 
women have chosen, population 
experts say the IUD remains foe 
most popular form of “artificial" 
birth control, especially in dev- 
eloping countries. 

About 70 million women wor- 
ldwide — 51 million of them in 
China — use IUDs, according to 
the Population Crisis Committee. 
a non-profit organisation that 
promotes voluntary family pla- 
nning. 

When Chicago-based G.D. 
Searie Company discontinued foe 
sale of two forms of copper I UD in 
foe United States recently, it cited 
foe high cost of continuing law- 
suits from women who claimed 
they had been injured by the dev- 
ices. 

“It (Searle's action) has sev- 
erely 5 mi ted foe choices open to 
American women,” a spo- 
keswoman for foe planned Par- 
enthood Group said. 

An estimated one million 
women were using Searie devices. 

IUDs made by Searie have 
been the subject of 775 lawsuits, 
ctf which 305 were still pending, 
foe company said. Most of the 
other suits were settled out of 
court. 

But foe company says it is con- 
fident foe devices — foe most 
widely-sold IUDs in the United 
States — were safe and it plans to 
continue marketing them outside 
the country. 

“If s a very unfortunate thing," 
Forrest Geenslade, a consultant to 
tiie Population Council, a non- 
profit research and advisory org- 
anisation, said of the Searie dec- 
ision. 

“When used according to ins- 
tructions, foe copper-bearing 
IUD is a safe and effective method 
of reversible contraception. Peo- 
ple in other countries are not 
going to understand that this was a 
business decision,'’ 1 m said. 

“They (Searie) judged the cost 
of lawsuits in the litigious U.S. 
environment. It shouldn’t be con- 
fused with anything relating to 
regulatory status," he added. 

The U S. Food and Drug Adm- 
inistration (FDA) stOI approves 
the use of foe Searie IUDs. 

Johnson and Johnson stopped 
selling its lippes loop IUD last 
September after marketing it for 
20 years. At least 200 lawsuits 
were pending at the time. 

The withdrawal of the copper 
IUDs from foe U.S. market leaves 
a device called the progestasert, 
which releases hormones in a sim- 
ilar way to a birth control pill, as 
foe only IUD generally available 


to American women. 

Butfoe device has had only lim- 
ited sales because it must be cha- 
nged annually, against once every 
three years for copper devices, 
and is dearer, according to Pla- 
nned Parenthood. 

Greenslade said foe Population 
Council, which helped develop 
one of foe copper devices -sold by 
Searie, would continue to hold foe 
licence for it and a third similar 
IUD and try to find other mer- 
chandisers. 

“I don’t believe in foe long run 
it will have any significant effect," 
he said of Searle’s decision. 
"There will be some confusion 
worldwide. It’s important that 
people aJI over the world do und- 
erstand that this is a suitable met- 
hod." 

IUDs are plastic or metal dev- 
ices, often in the shape of a loop or 
cofl, which provide continuous 
contraception when placed in the 
uterus by releasing hormones or 
metals that interfere with con- 
ception. 

They are recommended for 
women who have had one or more 
children but who do not want ste- 
rilisation. IUDs are considered 
less suitable for younger, childless 
women. 

A common complaint is that 
IUDs can cause pelvic inf- 
lammatory disease, which inc- 
reases foe risk of sterilisation and 
can lead to tubular pregnancies. 

Searle's copper IUDs came into 
wide use in foe U.S. after an ear- 
lier device, the Daikon Shield, was 
polled from foe market more than 
a decade ago. The Daikon device 
was linked to at least 18 deaths 
and many injuries among women 
who became pregnant while using 
it and suffered spontaneous abo- 
rtions. 

The A.H.' Robins Company, 
maker of foe Daikon Shield, filed 
a bankruptcy action l^st August 
after being sued by more than 
12,000 women for what they said 
were problems related to the shi- 
eld during foe years it was in use. 

Family planning experts are 
concerned that foe IUD, which 
they consider a useful' and safe 
contraceptive device, is now vir- 
tually unavailable in the United 
States. 

Of pefoaps greater concern to 
experts in foe field is foe shrinking 
level of research on birth control 
and reproduction. 

One recent survey found that 
SI 67 milfion was spent on bask 
and applied research in the field 
worldwide in 1983, 21 per cent 
less in real terms than was spent in 
1979. 

The Population CounciTs Gee- 
nslade attributes the drop to tou- 
gher regulatory standards and 
competing markets which make 
other kinds of research more pro- 
fitable. 

“I really believe significant fun- 
ding should be placed toward fin- 
ding a male contraceptive” he 
said.. 




Britain’s ‘big freeze’ a 
threat to Mexico plans 


LONDON (R) — British hopes of trouble-free pre- 
paration for their soccer teams playing in the World 
Cap finals in Mexico have been undermined by the 
severe weather. 


Frozen grounds have led to the 
postponement of hundreds of fix- 
tures in the last two weeks. 

England, Northern Ireland and 
Scotland have all been affected by 
the “big freeze," which is almost 
certain to result in a chaotic end to 
the season with international pla- 
yers called upon to play two or 
three times a week to complete the 
English league programme. 

Some players, like Everton and 
England striker Gary Lineker and 
his dub-mate Graeme Sharp of 
Scotland, are likely to have played 
more than 60 competitive first 
team matches before they board 
the flight to Mexico. Many of 


those matches will be packed into 
the last few weeks of the season. 

Some dubs are already three or 
four matches behind schedule in 
the league programme, while in 
the Football Association (F.A.) 
Gip the situation is equally bad 
and resulted Monday in a hear far- 
cical draw for the qarter-finals. 

The wintry weather and draws 
in the only four fifth round ties 
played last Saturday, meant 16 
teams were involved in the com- 
plex options of a draw intended to 
involve only eight. 

The fixture congestion will bec- 
ome worse the longer the severe 
weather continues and will inc- 


rease the risk of serious injury to 
potential members of the World 
Hip squads. 

Last month injuries and dub 
commitments forced widespread 
withdrawals from England's 
squad to play Egypt in a warm-up 
match. 

The squad which finally tra- 
velled to Cairo bore little res- 
emblance to the one named Mon- 
day for next week's trip to Israel. 

The national teams are not the 
only losers. Qub sides, already 
fighting against falling att- 
endances and financial problems, 
have been hit hard by me loss of 
income from sponsorship, adv- 
ertising and paying fans. 

For example, struggling First 
Division Aston VDla estimated 
they had lost more than SI 00,000 
through the postponement of 
three matches in the last 12 days. 


Swedes dominate Players tennis meet 


BOCA RATON, Florida (R) — 
While others have been getting all 
the attention, three Swedish pla- 
yers have quietly dominated the 
SI .8 million International Players 
Tennis Championships. 

“I love it that way," said 
second-seeded Mats WQander, 
who is joined in Wednesday' squa- 
rterfinals by his countrymen Ste- 
fan Ed berg and Joakim Nystrom. 

Wimbledon champion Boris 
Becker of West Germany was an 
early upset victim and top seed 
Ivan Lendl and fourth-seeded 
Jimmy Connors have advanced in 
less than top form. The Swedes, 
meanwhile, have swept straight 
through. 

Wilander. who reached the 


round of eight Sunday and rested 
while the bracket was filled Mon- 
day, has dropped only 22 games in 
eight sets while winning four mat- 
ches. 

The 20-year-old Australian 
Open champion Edberg has also 
advanced impressively, dropping 
only 24 games in eight sets, and 
Nystrom has been even moic suc- 
cessful. 

Nystrom has lost just 17 games, 
eight of those to Pablo Arraya of 
Peru in a 6-4. 6-4 fourth-round 
victory delayed by a move from 
the grandstand court to a field 
court after Arraya complained of 
smoke in the air from a food con- 
cession grill. 

In the quarters, Wilander will 
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play unseeded Guy Forget of Fra- 
nce, Edberg will rake on Becker- 
beater Milan Srejber of Cze- 
choslovakia, Nystrom will tackle 
Lendl, and Connors plays Yan- 
nick Noah of France. 

Lendl, the world's top-ranked 
player, fought off 17-seeded 
American Jimmy Arias 6-1, 7-5 
but was oot satisfied. 

“It seems I'm having trouble 
finishing off my matches.” Lendl 
said. “The same thing happened 
tonrem my other matches. I'm not 
hitting the ball with confidence.” 

Connors was forced to a third- 
set tiebreaker by Thierry Tulasne. 
Connors, 33, prevailed 6-1, 5-7, 
7-6 (7-3) after leading die 22- 
year-old Frenchman 5-2 in the 
second set 

Noah beat Sweden’s Jan Gun- 
narsson 6-1, 7-6 (7-2) to gain his 
entry into the quarterfinals. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


IOC awards Olympic Cop to China 

LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) — China has been awarded the 
1985 Olympic Cup for promoting sports in' Africa, the Int- 
ernational Olympic Committee said Tuesday. The announcement 
of the award to the Chinese Olympic Committee cited its con- 
tribution of constructing sports installations in 16 African cou- 
ntries, providing sports equipment and sending Chinese coaches 
and sports officials to train African athletes. The award, set up in 
1906 by Pierre De Coubertin, founder of die modem Olympic 
movement, is given to organisations that further the Olympic 
ideal or sports in general. 

Zola Budd. flees cold British whiter 


JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (AP) — Zola Budd, who left 
her native South Africa to ran for Britain, returned over the 
weekend for several weeks of training away from Europe’s wintry 
weather. The South African Press Association (SAPA) said 
Monday Budd is in Bloemfontein, her home town, and will go to 
Stellenbosch to train trader her coach, Pieter Labuschagne. Budd 
has beoo me a British citizen tat her frrauent visits to South Africa 
continue to stir protests among some British opponents of apa- 
rtheid, South Africa's system of legalised race separation. SAPA 
said Labuschagne and his wife, Carin, would accompany Budd 
when she returned to her new house near London next month. 


English First Division clubs , 
to reject league proposals 


Platini leads France to Mexico 


BIRMINGHAM, England (R) — 
English First Division dobs have 
given their most public warning to 
date that they wifi break away 
from the traditional football lea- 
gue unless their plans to rev- 
olutionise the game are adopted. 

The 22 top-flight clubs voted 
unanimously Monday to vote aga- 
inst the league management 
committee's proposals for re- 
shaping the league Mien they 
meet on March 4. 

They then dan to call their own 
meeting, prooably early in April, 
to present their own 10-point res- 
tructuring package. 

Their spokesman,- Everton cha- 
irman Rw Carter, warned the rest 
of the 92 league dubs: “If we do 
not get support then the Rrst Div- 
ision dubs wifi have to look at the 



FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI 

1- One bedroom, salon, kitchen, bathroom, with small gar- 
den, aid telephone. 

2- Two bedrooms, dining room, salon, kitchen, bathroom, 
special garage, and special small garden with telephone. 

3- Three bedrooms, salon, kitchen, bathroom, veranda, with 
telephone. 

Pte. call telephone 668283 .... 
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future again. 

“We kite bringing out the idea 
of a super league or a breakaway. 
.But if things stay the same, there is 
no way the major dubs will allow 
themselves to be dragged down 
into obscurity. We owe it to our 
fans to avoid that, and we would 
not let it happen.” 

The management proposals are 
seen by the big dubs as a weak, 
watered-down version of the First 
Division dubs’ discussions, failing 
to redistribute voting power or 
shift the balance on the man- 
agement committee. 

The rebels’ package has yet to 
be finalised in detail. But it is 
known to indude a reduction of 
the Fust Division to 20 dubs, an 
increase in the Second Division to 
24 and a far greater share of TV 
and sponsorship rash to the top 
dubs. 


By Derek Farr 

Reuter 

PARIS — Michel Platini and a 
French team whose scintillating 
soccer has charmed fans for a dec- 
ade will share what may be a last 
World Cup adventure together in 
Mexico. 

The side created by Michel 
Hklalgo and rewarded with the 
European, title in 1984 is still lar- 
gely intact in year two of the reign 
of Henri Michel as France attempt 
to scale new World Cup heights 
after exhilarating 1982 campaign 
in Spain. 

Platini's radiant s kills are as 
vivid as ever, particularly, when it 
matters most — as in the crucial 
final Group Four match, against 
Yugoslavia here last November 
when two goals from the master 
sealed French qualification. 

France had left it late — only 
four of the 24 qualifiers took lon- 
ger to book their passage to Mex- 
ico — and Platmfs goals clinched 
it, just as they (fid in similar 
make-or-break matches that took 
them to Argentina in 1978 and 
Spain in 1982. 

Quarter-finalists in 1938 and 
semifinalists in 1958 and 1982, 
France were either first round vic- 
tims or failed to qualify at all for 
other final series, including 1970 
and 1974. 

This time they found life tough 
in Group Four against the und- 
errated East European slplls of 
Bulgaria, East Germany and 
Yugoslavia, inevitably raising 
doubts about their ability to mai- 
ntain their high standards with the 
passing time. 

Platini, whose third European 
Footballer of the Year award sug- 
gests he remains at the peak of his 
powers, and imperturbable def- 
ender Maxime Bossis made their 
debut in Hidalgp's first game in 
charge 10 years ago next month. 

Those two, plus mercurial str- 
iker Dominique Rocheteau and 
defender Patrick Battiston are 
heading for their third World Cup. 
Five key players — Platini and his 
midfield henchmen Alain Giresse 
and Jean Tig ana, sweeper Bossis 
and Rocheteau — are over 30. 

But Michel professes no doubts 
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CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 
Also take-away service 

Open daily: Noon -.3:30 pjn. <£ 
6:30 pjn. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle, 
opposite to 
Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE HOM AM 
SUPERMARKET 

Take away service available 

Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 1 1 :00 

AQABA 
Tel: 0331-4415. 


over their capacity to o ope with 
the strains of playing a quick suc- 
cessful of matches in the high alt- 
itude of Mexico. 

“It has not been proved phy- 
siologically that players of a cer- 
tain age recuperate less well than 
younger ones,” he said. 

But the team looked fallible in 
the qualifiers, suffering 2-0 def- 
eats in Bulgaria and East Ger- 
many, the first revealing defensive 
weaknesses in the air and the sec- 
ond vulnerability to fast counter- 
attacks. 

They also demonstrated on old 
tendency to travel badly, failing to 
score away except against Lux- 
embourg. 

Bnt it takes a cavilling spirit to 
dwell on such shortcomings in this 
richly-gifted team. 1 


tide this season, and goalkeeper 
Joel Bats are the two most imp- 
ortant additions to the team since 
Spain. 

Bats, who joined Fernandez at 
the Paris chib last year, has solved 
a long dilemma for France, bri- 
nging reliability to the problem 
position of goalkeeper — formerly 
the ejector seat for in-and-out asp- 
irants to the national side. 

An embarrassment of riches 
sees Battiston challenging Bossis, 
bolder of a record 67 caps, for the 
libero role, while up front Roc- 
heteau is developing a useful par- 
tnership with Jose Toure, whose 
ball skills have earned him the fla- 
ttering nickname of “The Bra- 
zilian 

Players and officials agree the 
draw, pitting them against the Sov- 


The years have given ll®® -iet Union, Hungary and Canada in 
unense experience, great coh- ^ C , was a kind one. Batkin 


immense experience, great coh- 
esion and team spirit, and suc- 
cesses have raised self-confidence. 
The team's technical ability is 
unquestioned and their one-touch 
football is likely to wear out many 
opponents in the high altitude of 
Mexico. 

In Platini, they possess arguably 
the finest player in the world. The 
brilliance of the Juventus star, the 
deft skill of Giresse and the ten- 
acity and drive of Tigana and Luis 
Fernandez give France a midfield 
of unmatched quality. 

FerAandez, who has captained 
Paris Saint-Germain in their run- 
away charge for the First Division 


a droll aside, said: “Luckily it 
wasn’t a draw for the ice-hockey 
world championship.” 

Argentina, 1978. world cha- 
mpions, will feature in the second 
of two warm-up internationals at 
the Pare Des Princes stadium on 
March 26. Northern Ireland are - 
the first guests an February 26. 

The squad, following a pattern 
set by Hidalgo for the 1982 and 
1984 campaigns, spent ‘Christinas 
and the New Year together with 
their famili es in the mountain : 
peace of Font-Rozneu in the Pyr- 
enees. 



VOLVO FOR SALE 

VOLVO 245 GL Station wagon Green 1976. Very good' 
condition. Power steering, airconditioned* stereo 
radio cassette, luggage rack, customs duty not paid. 

Final price JD 720 

Interested buyer only call 843555, Ext 1994; - 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, one salon, one dining 
room, one bathroom - plus kitchen with central hea- 
ting, telephone and garage. 

Location: Shmeisani, hear Birds Garden. 

Please call: 602064 or 644463 
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BRITISH COUNCIL 

MAIN HALL COUNSELLING 

Wednesday 19. 3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. for individuals 

. To advise on all aspects of studying in 
British universities and polytechnics.. 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
to Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlfyyah Girls School 

Take away b available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 pan. 
6:30 - Midnight 

Dml 638968 


CHEN’S . 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT - 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk . 
Engineers' Housing - 
Estate, near Kilo ' 
Superma rket 7 . 

Mongolian Barbeque ’for 
lunch and dinner .FRIDAY;.' 

Tell 818214 \ - 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - Midnight ' . . 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) -r Following arc the baying sad winnp rales tor 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One sibling'. 
One US.- dollar 


One ounce of - go ld 


T.4290/4300 
13960/65 
23515/25 
24570/80 
1.9495/9505 
48D5/10 
72190/2240 
1599/1600 
182.00/10 
7.4300/50 
73275/3325 
8.6650/6700 . 
33250/333.40 


U 3. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian fire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
VS. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON(R)^— The market closed higher after share prices met 
renew ed demand, with the F.T. 30 and FTSE 100 indices at 
record fcigis. At 1530 GMT, the F.T. 30 was 11 .4 up at 1 232.1 
and the FTSE 100 was 14.7 higher at 1,490.0. 

Shar es prices attended earlier gains but with attention mainly 
foaigs^ cm^ecialsigiadonstodia.dealeTssaid.Tlieynotedgood 
institutional demand, with sentiment helped by firmer sterling 
wad hrfT f T th an expected U JC. January FSBR repayment figures. 

. G ren ada was 70p up at 31.0 after rejecting a £740 million offer 
from Rank Organisation, 3p higher at 547. IQ fluctuated to end 
. 3p finBcr at 85.7. 

Gcfycnunent bonds ended as couch as Ta point higher mainly in 
response to firmer sterling and a stock shortage, dealers said. 

jBxitxsSr Aerospace put on 20p to 508 after confirmation of £5 
bffion Saudi order cm Monday, with GEC up 10p to 208 among 
siham&acttog companies. Lucas added 27p to 575. Imperial 
Group dosed 5p down at 315 oiler news United Biscuits had 
increased its stake in tire company to 14.9 per cent after its 34 2p 
per share offer. U3. was tip off at 225. Bat finned 20p to 370 
reflecting large traded option business and a shortage of stock,' 
dealers said. - 





from the Carroll Righter Institute 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, FEB. IO, 198G 

' GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is a day when most 
persons wifi change their perspective from being social 
.and interested in public activities to an attitude in which 
.. they wan t to quietly settle down and make plans. 

- ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Concentrate on good pals 
in the morning and what you can do to. aid them, but 
later study how- you can become more successful. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Get out in the business 
world and know bow to improve routines. Be suppor- 
tive of friends. ' 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Early morning is best 
for windingupe project that you. have been working on 
for some time, and then later get into worldly matters. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Solving that 
probkon writoyocu-jraateiambfr done earlyin the day, 
but later pursne what ^flp personally desire. - 
. .LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get busy and keep any pro- 
mises made, Bht do so with a spark of originality for best 
.results. 

•’ VI RG CM Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) As theday begins, pat 
extra effartsinta any work yon have to do and get the 
approval of a bigwigs 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You can realize an ambi- 
tion In the morning, and later get into the specifics con- 
nected with.it. Keep active and you w31 be happy. 

. SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Study what it is your 
mate desires of yew and then try to please, so get that 
plan working early. . 

- SAGITTARIUS {Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get into modern 
interests that inspire you now, and tonight is fine for 
^joying your home and family. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You have hit on a 
new idea for adding to your income and holdings in the 
morning, so carry through with ih 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Make that plan 
workable so that you can reach some important goal, 
and geL fcuay on toe Work it entails. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Set up a plan of action 
to the morning to gain your goals of an original nature 
to -'the evening. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
havecheerful friends, do well at school with studies and 
should have the education slanted along social and 
humanitarian but later in life will turn to the field 
of investigations and do very well and will be a fine fami- 
ly person. Encourage participation in sports. 
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Yesterday's Pirate Solved: 
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‘Everybody is fighting everybody’ as spot 
oil market trading grounds to a halt 


LONDON (Agencies) — Trading on 0 k highly spe- 
culative spot market in Britain’s Brent crude oil has 
ground to a halt amid allegations of fraud and bad 
faith, potting the once-booming market’s survival in 
doubt, industry sources said. 


The crisis has been triggered by 
die shock of last month's phxnge in 
world oQ prices. 

A series of crucial meetings is 
being held in Ixrudon this week 
aimed at solving it without resort 
to the law courts. But already thr- 
eats of legal action are flying alonj^ 
with recriminations over who is 
responsible for a string of recent 
defaults as traders tried to back 
out of deals on which they would 
lose many mil Sons of dollars. 

"Hie market is totally stalled. 
No one trusts anyone any more," 
said one trader. 

In a business without written 
rules, trust between trading par- 
tners had been vital to the mar- 
ket's existence, brokers and tra- 
ders told Reuters. 

Hie multi -billion -dollar spot 
market in crude oil has mus- 
hroomed in the last few years as 
die ofl shortage of the early 1 980s 
gradually turned into a glut The 
change persuaded oD companies 
to abandon long-term contracts 
which offered secure supplies but 
at high prices, in favour of much 
cheaper cargoes on the spot mar- 
ket. 

Brent crude be came the focus of 
speculative business and spe- 
cialised traders were joined by the 
oil multinationals, Japanese tra- 
ding houses and New York inv- 
estment firms. 

As turnover grew, Brent bec- 
ame a de facto ] futures market. 
Trading would' start several 
months before a cargo was due to 
be loaded and it could change 
hands wdi over 100 times before 
the ship was actually filled wife oil. 

These huge, linked lines, known 
as daisy chains. Ik behind the pre- 
sent crisis and point to fee sho- 
rtcomings of the Brent market If 
just one company defaults, it can 
jeopardise all the transactions 
before and after it in the chain. 

Industry sources told Reuters 
that Gatofl, a trading company 
which also owns a refmery in Swi- 
tzerland, suspected that it had 7 . 
been given raise nominations for ', 
cargoes of Brent loading at the " 
Sullom Voe ter minal in Scotland. 

A GatoO spokesman in Geneva 
declined to comment However, 
the sources said Gatofl had bought 
seven cargoes in advance with fle- 
xible loading dates but it became 
suspicious when it received not- 
ification that all seven shiploads 
would load on the last three days 
of this month. 

-Such a target would be almost 
impossible to achieve. A spo- 
kesman for British Petroleum 
(BP.), which operates SuLkxn 
Voe. said only 11 Brent cargoes 
loaded during the whole of last, 
week. Weather conditions had 
been exceptionally good and the 
terminal bad not shut once, which 
was unusual during foe stormy 
winter. 

Gatofl had accepted two cargo 


nominations from reputable com- 
panies with stakes in North Sea oil 
fields, the sources said. But it said 
three or four of the others were 
false. 

Gatofl had not started legal act- 
ion because foe loading dates had 
not yet arrived, leaving leeway for 
negotiation, foe sources said. 

But the market has been thrown 
into chaos by the knock-on effect 
of Ga toil’s rejection of the nom- 
inations. Many firms are thr- 
eatening legal action against oth- 
ers in foe chains for defaulting on 
deals, some struck many weeks 
ago. 

.Where the false nominations 
came from remains unclear. But 
industry sources said a firm might 
have supplied such a nomination 
to back out of a deal on which it 
was going to lose heavily. 

Trading in Brent cargoes loa- 
ding in February started last Sep- 
tember at about 526 a barrel. By 
November prices had hit S29 but 
the whole market crashed last 
month and cargoes would fetch lit- 
tle more than $17 Tuesday. 

Traders who incorrectly for- 
ecast these wild fluctuations faced 
losses of several mil bon dollars on 
each transaction, enough to put 
some firms out of business. 

Talks on solving the crisis have 
already started in London as oil 
traders from all over foe world 
gather for this week's annual Ins- 
titute of Petroleum dinn er and its 
satellite social events. 

Finns have defaulted in foe past 
and problems were often sorted 
out privately. But losses after the 
recent price crash could be so 
large that amicable solutions 
prove impossible. 

"In the past, everyone would try 
to solve this in a friendly way. But 
this time there’s a big difference ... 
the friendly atmosphere has gone. 
Everybody’s fighting everybody,” 
a broker said, requesting ano- 
nymity. 

"The problem is there are no 
written rules to sort this out. (The 
market relied) on your word of 
honour," he added. 

One of the most attractive asp- 
ects of the Brent market was its 
lade of regulations, foe traders 
said/'If your face fitted, you were 
admitted to the dub,” said one. 

Because of the breakdown in 
bust, the Brent market faces at 
least a dramatic contraction and 
possible extinction. 

If the crisis is solved and large- 
scale trading resumes, firms will 
choose their trading partners very 
carefully and some may be exc- 
luded from the circle. 

If trust cannot be restored, 
North Sea producers could res- 
ume selling directly to refineries 
under "netback” supply contracts, 
which are becoming increasingly 
popular for other grades, par- 
ticularly from the Middle East 
They do away with the inf- 


lexibility of traditional supply con- 
tracts by linking prices to the spot 
market value of oil products and 
also eliminate the risks of spot 
market dealing. 

Moscow says it can do 

little to infinence prices 

Meanwhile, a senior Soviet off- 
icial said in Moscow Tuesday foe 
Soviet Union's ability to stop the 
collapse in world ofl prices was 
' limited, but be promised a slight 
increase in ofl deliveries to foe 
Eastern European allies. 

Mr. Oleg Bogomolov was asked 
at a news conference what steps 
the Soviet Union , the world’s lar- 
gest ofl-producer, would advocate 
to halt the fall in prices. 

Mr.' Bogomolov, director of the 
Institute of Econo inks of the 
World Socialist System in Mos- 
cow, replied: "If you talk about 
world prices, foe capacity of foe 
Soviet Union to affect foe dyn- 
amism of setting oil prices is not 
significant.” 

The Soviet Union was earning 
about 60 per cent of its hard cur- 
rency from ofl exports untfl foe 
current price falL but sales to the 
West have slowed markedly as 
traditional customers have turned 
to sellers offering lower prices. 

Eastern European countries, 
which depend almost entirely on 
Moscow for ofl, have expressed 
concern at stagnant Soviet output 
and pressed Moscow not to cumfl 
deliveries to them over foe next 
five years. 

Mr. Bogomolov, saying final 
figures for foe last five-year plan 
period between 1981 and 1985 
were not available, estimated foe 
Soviet Union bad sold some 263 
million tonnes of ofl and ofl pro- 
ducts to Eastern Europe from 
1981 to 1983. 

Referring to expected deliveries 
from 19S6 to 1990, he said: "It 
will not increase considerably wit- 
hin the next five-year plan. I think 
it wfli go up, but not by much.” 
Western economists in Moscow 
said one country likely to receive 
bigger deliveries in this period was 
Romania, which has been forced 
to rely increasingly on Soviet ofl 
because of a severe domestic ene- 
rgy crisis. 

Soviet ofl supplies to Eastern 
Europe are a major political and 
economic factor binding foe 
Communist Bloc. They were sla- 
shed by 10 per cent in 1982, but 
Moscow later said deliveries 
would remain stable from 1986 to 
1990. 

Mr. Bogomolov said foe recent 
slump in world prices had put the 
Eastern Europeans at "a slight 
disadvantage” because they were 
now raying more for Soviet oil 
than they would for ofl bought on 
the work! market. 

Under agreements readied in 
the communist trade bloc Coro- 
econ, foe Eastern Europeans pay 
a price based on foe average world, 
price over foe last five years. 

An article in the official daily 
Sotsialistiche&kaya Industriya said 
Tuesday problems in the key oil- 


producing regfon of Tyumen in 
Western Siberia were so great that 
foe state plan for ofl output in the 
first quarter of 1986 was thr- 
eatened. 

The daily pointed in particular 
to problems in supplying enough 
electricity to oil -producing towns. 

It quoted a state planning chief 
in Tyumen as saying: "Today's 
energy problems ... are the result 
of serious mistakes admitted by 
foe Soviet Union's power ministry 
in assessing the prospects for foe 
development of the region.” 

The ministers for power and oil 
were both replaced last year and a 
number of managers in the Tyu- 
men region, which produces 60 
per cent of Soviet oil. have been 
dismissed. 

Soviet ofl production began to 
stagnate in November 1983 and 
last year totalled only 595 million 
tonnes, compared with 613 mil- 
lion in 1984. 

Soviet leader. Mr. Mikhail 
Gorbachev, visited foe Tyumen 
area last September in a signal of 
top-level Kremlin concern over 
the problem, but official statistics 
show foe stagnation has continued 
so far this year. 

Algeria delivers unprecedented 

attack on Saudi oil policy 

On foe other hand. Algeria, one 
of foe three most militan t mem- 
bers of foe Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), delivered an unp- 
recedented attack Tuesday on the 
largest OPEC exporter, Saudi 
Arabia, and its Oil Minister 
Ah mad Zaki Yamani, for unl- 
eashing a “price war” against the 
carters other members. 

The official daily A1 Moudjahid 
(The Combatant) devoted its ent- 
ire back page to denouncing foe 
sharp fall in world oil prices which 
it described as "economic agg- 
ression" agamst the developing 
countries in general and OPEC in 
particular. 

The attack came as foe three 
militant OPEC members, Algeria, 
Libya and Iran, met at high level 
for foe second time in two weeks 
to seek agreement on a joint res- 
ponse to foe ofl glut. 

V-^Tbe meeting of the three nat- 
ions’ ofl and foreign ministers 
convened behind closed doors in 
Algiers’ hilltop Aurassi Hotel. 

A oomnainique said foe min- 
isters would seek ways to "restore 
the role OPEC must play in foe 
world ofl market and restore oil 
prices to a level compatible with 
foe interests of foe producing cou- 
ntries and their development 
needs.” 

At a previous meetmg in foe 
Libyan capital, Tripoli, earlier this 
month, foe three nations’ ofl min- 
isters agreed informally to lower 
their export prices by $4 a barrel 
to remain competitive on world 
markets. 

Oil industry sources said they 
also agreed to make no public 
annonneement of foe cut. 

Ai Moudjahid, which invariably' 
reflects Algerian government pol- 
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icy, said the fall in prices by nearly 
50 percentsince November “con- 
stitutes the most serious economic 
aggression that a group of dev- 
eloping countries has bad to face 
since the 1960s.*’ 

It blamed the activities of the 
International Energy Agency, 
comprising foe iron-communist 
industrialised countries — all- 
egedly backed by Saudi Arabia — 
for the crisis and declared: 

"The responsibility of the lar- 
gest OPEC exporter in this respect 
is well known. An analysis of 
Saudi ofl policies during the past 
few years proves undeniably that 
Saudi Arabia played a very active 
role in foe current degradation of 
the international market in 
crude.” 

It accused Saudi Arabia of 
‘'complicity” with the consumer 
countries in helping them raise 
their stocks from 60 to 100 days of 
consumption by flooding the mar- 
ket and thereby turning OPEC 
into a "marginal element” in foe 
world trade in petroleum pro- 
ducts. 

The editorial singled out Sheikh 
Yamani as particularly res- 
ponsible for the continuing col- 
lapse of prices, because of his rec- 
ent prediction that the spot price 
could soon drop below SIS a bar- 
rel. 

It declared that Sheikh Yamani 
must have known that this pre- 
diction would put new pressure on 
prices and thus have a direct effect 
on the world market. 

" Wheaever the market shows a 
tendency to stabilise." it declared, 
"such predictions [rot everything 
into question yet again, with the 
clear objective of disrupting any 
kind of price stability as soon as it 
is achieved." 

Finally, by granting substantial 
rebates below the official OPEC 
price, foe editorial said, Saudi 
Arabia has “abandoned purely 
and simply its ability to determine 
foe price of crude and has tra- 
nsferred this power from foe pro- 
ducer to uncontrollable market 
forces.” 

It blamed OPEC for failing to 
seek agreement on production 
cuts with non-OPEC ofl producers 
and for making an "ineffective 
and futile attempt to recapture its 
share of foe world market” by 
lowering OPEC prices by 55 a 
barrel In 1983. 

"Instead of allowing themselves 
to be tricked by foe consuming 
nations into producing more at a 
lower price, foe non-OPEC pro- 
ducers should have adopted an 
intelligent and well-considered 
policy by seeking agreement with 
the (OPEC ) countries with which 
they have a special affinity and 
adopting a collective attitude of 
solidarity toward foe consuming 
countries.” 

It said Saudi Arabia and certain 
u nn a m e d other OPEC producers 
deliberately failed to hold their 
prices until the OPEC emergency 
conference planned next month 
by lmlrerehmg “a rumous and 
dramatic price war.” 

The responsibility for the pre- 


sent situation therefore falls on a 
group of nations which apparently 
took account only of their own 
interests, without consideration 
for foe immense harm this attitude 
was bound to cause.” it added. 

“The Third World exporters, 
whether or not they belong to 
OPEC, wfll be the only losers, to 
foe benefit of the rich countries 
which count on this windfall to 
solve their own economic pro- 
blems. 

"The consequence cf this act of 
irresponsibility will be a colossal 
transfer of financial resources to 
foe rich countries, without any 
corresponding decrease in foe 
quantities of oil sold globally by 
foe OPEC countries.” it con- 
cluded. 

O man shows cooperation 

Contrasting foe Algerian stand, 
Oman has expressed readiness to 
cooperate w ifo (OPEC) in its eff- 
orts to stabilise foe world oil mar- 
ket and protect foe interest of “all 
producers.” according to United 
Arab Emirates’ (UAE's) Pet- 
roleum and Mineral Resources 
Minster Man a Said Otaiba. 

Dr. Otaiba. who was in Oman 
Monday for a one-day visit, said 
on his return to Abu Dhabi thathe 
found Sultan Qaboos and foe 
Omani government had “great 
understanding” of foe role of 
OPEC in trying to solve current oil 
market difficulties. 

He said Omani officials bad str- 
essed foe need “to do everything" 
to solve foe problems. 

Dr. Otaiba said he delivered a 
message on foe "difficult market 
circumstances" from UAE Pre- 
sident Zayed Ibn Sultan Al Nah- 
yan to Sultan Qaboos. 

He also conferred with O mani 
Oil Minister Said Al Shanfari on 
the latest market developments. 

Dr. Otaiba added that both 
sides emphasised foe importance 
of cooperation between OPEC 
and non-OPEC producers to ach- 
ieve market stability. 

UAE Deputy Prime Minister 
Harri dan Ibn Mohammad said at a 
meeting in Abu Dhabi with a vis- 
iting British official that foe com- 
petition between oil exporting 
countries would lead to a “great 
loss” for everybody, including oil 
consuming nations. 

In Jakarta, Indonesian Mines 
and Energy Minister Subroto said 
that a number of non-OPEC pro- 
ducers have Indicated willingness 
to cooperate with the organisation 
in its efforts to stabilise foe world 
ofl market. 

He named Mexico. Egypt, 
Oman and foe Soviet Union 
among non-OPEC countries 
which had made a favourable res- 
ponse to calls for dialogue and 
cooperation among world ofl pro- 
ducers. 

A spokesman for foe Nor- 
wegian energy ministry, Mr. Egfl 
Hille, told OPECNA Monday 
there were no short-term plans to 
curb foe country’s oil production. 

The country's current pro- 
duction of around 800,000 b/d 
might be raised slightly next year. 
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ergyman reports 80 killed 
fresh S. African protests 


ALEXANDRA, South Africa (Agencies) — A lea- 
ding South African clergyman said Tuesday he had 
reports that about 80 people were killed in four days 
of protests in a black township in Johannesburg. 


Beyers Naude, general sec- 
retary of the South African Cou- 
ncil of Churches, told Reuters 
after trying to mediate between 
police and" residents: “We have 
had reports of approximately 80 
being lulled and 300 wounded or 
killed. 

“There is do doubt that the sit- 
uation in Alexandra is extremely 
serious." 

Meanwhile Adriaan Volk, dep- 
uty minister of law and order and 
defence told parliament nineteen 
people have been killed in four 
<iays of protests in Johannesburg's 
Alexandra black township. 

Replying to a question from 
opposition parliamentarian Helen 
Suzman. he said 16 blacks had 
been killed by police. Two res- 
idents bad been burned to death 
and a policeman was killed by the 
protesters. 

At least 37 people were injured, 
most by police gunfire, be added 


Naude, along with Nobel Peace 
Prized laureate Bishop Desmond 
Tutu and anti-apartheid cle- 
rgyman Allan Boesak, visited the 
township in an attempt to defuse 
the tense situation. 


Naude said he had received 
pleas from people in the township 
to intervene. The three were not 
allowed past an army roadblock at 
the entrance to the township, 
which was effectively under siege 
by the South African army. 

Several local and foreign cor- 
respondents were ordered away 
from Alexandra township and aff- 
luent whites -only suburbs sur- 
rounding it as police and troops 
threw a massive cordon around 
the area which erupted in violence 
on Saturday. 

Eyewitnesses said thousands of 
Alexandra residents thronged a 
main square of the dusty township 
to decide what to do in the face of 


the dampdown. They were wat- 
ched by troops in an army hel- 
icopter and massive security was 
evident. 

Police refused to disclose inf- 
ormation on the situation. Any 
reports of widespread violence 
were bound to anger the gov- 
ernment which was preparing for 
crucial London talks on Thursday 
in a desperate bid to resolve a for- 
eign debt crisis. 

Alexandra, relatively quiet dur- 
ing two years of nationwide unrest 
which has claimed some 1,120 
lives, is an ano malty on the apa- 
rtheid map: A black enclave sit- 
uated in the midst of Joh- 
annesburg, foe country’s biggest 
white city and its commercial 
heart. - 

Witnesses said several foreign 
correspondents were being esc- 
orted to a police station just out- 
side Alexandra but it was not 
immediately dear whether they 
would be charged for entering a 
restricted area. 

The ban on the media entering 
white suburbs around Alexandra 
was unprecedented, even bv the 


standards of a harsh clampdown 
on unrest coverage imposed in 
November. 

It reflected the challenge posed 
by the prospect of mass protests 
within eyesight of white, homes so 
far spared the brunt of racial vio- 
lence gripping the country. 

From die surrounding white 
areas, reporters had been able to 
give eye-witness accounts of the 
unrest and take photographs. 

The violence in Alexandra, 
home for some 100,000 people, 
erupted on Saturday after the fun- 
eral of a local resident. 

Racial violence, which exp- 
erienced a loll around the new 
year, flared up in earnest in many 
townships around the country 
over the past few days. 

The latest fatality reported by 
police from Alexandra was gun- 
ned down Monday night when 
security forces opened up with 
shotguns to disperse protesters. 

A woman was also killed when a 
house was petrol-bombed in Sow- 
eto. the huge township of some 
two minion inha bitants just out- 
side Johannesburg 


Search for shuttle’s rocket intensifies 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(AP) — A deep-diving nuclear 
submarine headed here Tuesday 
to join the search for die remains 
of a booster rocket that may have 
caused the explosion of spaceship 
Challenger. 

The NR-1, a seven-man navy 
sub which can operate at a depth 
of 800 metres, was being towed 
from Connecticut by its support 
shp, the USS Sunbird. 

The 42-metre sub is equipped 
with cameras, floodlights and a 
grappling arm. 

Sonar from surface ships and 
photos taken by a smaller four- 
man sub, the Johnson Sea-Link 2, 
indicate parts of the right booster 
are on die floor of the Atlantic 
Ocean, 360 metres down. 70 kil- 
ometres north east of Cape Can- 
averal. 

The Sea-Link 2 has been pho- 
tographing the suspected wre- 
ckage for three days and its robot 
arm has brought a few small pieces 
to the surface. 

Photos and videotapes taken by 


die sub’s crew are being examined 
by experts at Marshall Space 
Flight Centre in Huntsville, Ala- 
bama, which oversees shuttle eng- 
ine work for foe National Aer- 
onautics and Space Adm- 
inistration (NASA). 

NASA Spokesman Huge Harris 
said officials don't expect an ans- 
wer before Wednesday on whe- 
ther parts of the right rocket boo- 
ster have been located. 

Salvaging the remains of the 
rocket, if they have been found, 
coukl take several days because of 
murky waters and swift undersea 
currents. 

Recovery of right rocket sec- 
tions could provide a vital due to 
what caused the explosion bec- 
ause NASA photographs show a 
puff of black smoke bursting from 
the booster near a seal on liftoff 
and a tongue of flamfe spewing 
from the same area 59 seconds 
into the-flight. 

Challenger's fuel tank eroded 
at 73 seconds into the flight. The 
presidential commission has foc- 


used on die right-hand booster as 
one of the most likely causes of the 
explosion. 

Engmeers particularly want to 
look atan area nearaseai between 
the lower two of the rocket's four 
segments, where the smoke and 
flame were seen. 

The joints between segments 
are sealed by synthetic rubber 
O- rings intended to keep hot 
gases and flames confined within 
the booster casing. The rings are 
protected from heat and flame by 
a putty-like substance. 

Documents released last week 
by the commission detail a history 
erf concern among NASA and its 
contractors about the vul- 
nerability of the rings. The con- 
cerns were finked to a 1983 dec- 
ison to lighten each of the two shu- 
ttle boosters by 4000 pounds 
(1,800 kilos) and to increase the 
power of their motors. 

The alternations, made so the 
shuttles could lift heavier pay- 
loads. put greater stress on the 
joints, the documents show. 


Outcome of Spain’s NATO 
referendum is uncertain 


MADRID (R) — Doubts are 
growing over whether Spam's Soc- 
ialist government can win a poll 
next month to keep the country in 
the North Atlantic Treaty Org- 
anisation (NATO). 

With only weeks to go before 
the March 12 referendum, opi- 
nion polls indicate that voters are 
resisting Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez's cal I to support his cha- 
nge of heart and stay in die all- 
iance. 

The Socialists, left to campaign 
cm their own for continued mem- 
bership, put their political mac- 
hine into top gear this week. Sen- 
ior officials fanned through the 
country to spread their campaign 
slogan: “In Spain's interest, vote 
yes.” 

“Leave us in peace,” “NATO 
no, (U.S.) bases out,” reply anti- 
NATO campaigners, also ste- 
pping up pressure. Six policemen 
were injured and eight protesters 
detained in a weekend anti- 
NATO rally in Barcelona. 

At stake is whether the Western 
alliance will lost its 16th and new- 
est member, four years after it joi- 
ned. 

Officials say a Spanish pullout 
from NATO could put pressure cm 
other countries, particularly Gre- 
ece, which also has a Socialist 
government, to hold similar polls. 

Mr. Gonzalez, saying he learnt 
from history, reversed his opp- 
osition to NATO after being ele- 
cted in 1982. “Remaining in the 
alliance means that we shall dir- 
ectly share Europe’s destiny,” he 
says. 


He presents the divisive issue as 
a far-reaching choice between 
centuries of isolation and Spam’s 
integration with the Western 
World since the 1975 death of dic- 
tator Gen. Francisco Franco. 

He warned parliament of unp- 
redictable consequences if Spam, 
which joined the European Com- 
munity last month, withdrew from 
the alliance. Spam depends on 
NATO countries for most of its 
technology and for 75 per cent of 
its exports. 

But neutrality, which kept 
Spam out of both world wars, and 
mistrust of au alliance perceived 
as U5.-dominated have deep 
echos in a public opinion still res- 
entful of Washington’s support for 
Franco. 

Tapping these widespread fee- 
lings is a two-headed coalition of 
pacifists, leftwingers and rival 
Communist parties. 

They hold only a handful of 
seats in parliament against the 
Socialists’ comfortable absolute 
majority, but have the support of 
the two main trades unions, the 
Communist Workers' Com- 
missions (CO) and the Socialist 
General Union of Workers 

They can also count on sym- 
pathy across party fines from wit- 
hin Mr. Gonzalez's own party and 
from some conservatives. 

The staunchly pro-NATO rig- 
htist opposition, keen to make pol- 
itical capital out of a possible gov- 
ernment defeat, is campaigning 
for abstention while publicly exp- 
ressing hopes that voters will uph- 
old membership. 
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Q.I— Both vulnerable, aa South you 
bold: 

0762 7AKQS5 OA10 OJ93 
.The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ♦ Pass 1 ? Pass 

2 <7 Paas ? 

What do you bid now? 


Wbat do you bid now? 


♦98 


Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ EU93 0AKJ976 ♦103 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North .East 

1 0 Pass 1 V Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

QJ— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ AJ765 OAK 943 06 ♦KS 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 ♦ Pats 2 ♦ Past 

2 C Pans 3 + P«a* 


<L4— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦AQJ65 'OAK 963 06 

The bidding baa proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 ♦ Paaa 2 ♦ Pass 

2 c Pass 3 ♦ Paaa 


What action do yon take? 


Q.5 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

♦AQJ63 7J1075Z 0K6 43 

Your right-hand opponent opens the 
bidding with one spade. What ac- 
tion do you take. 


Q.6— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

♦AQJ63 S7J1IK52 OK6 ♦S 
Your right-hand opponent opens the 
bidding with one heart. Wbat action 
do you take? 


Air raids 
cause Afghan 
civilian 
casualties 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Retaliatory 
raids by Soviet and Afghan planes 
on villages around the western 
Afghan town of Herat caused up 
to 200 civilian casualties. Western 
diplomats said Tfacsday. 

They quoted reports received 


Thatcher 
pledges 
to retain 
party 
leadership 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher has 
said she would fight to retain the 
leadership of the ruling Con- 
servative Party if a challenger 
emerged later this year. 

Commenting in ? television int- 
erview Monday ou the possibility 
that a rival might take advantage 
of her low standing in opinion 
polls to mount a leadership bid, 
she said: 


“So be it. I shall fight, yes, bec- 
ause 1 believe that we have in fact 
done things that no other gov- 
ernment dares to tackle and I bel- 
ieve that we will go on tackling 
those thing s." 

Mis. Thatcher’s interview with 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration was her first since the 
controversy over the future of 
Westland helicopter company led 
to the resignation of two cabinet 
mmisteis last month. 


Mrs. Thatcher said of the Wes- 
tland affair, which has resulted in 
her worst opinion poll rating for 
four years,: “I don’t think in the 
long term it has had very much 
effect." 


She said foe Westland crisis was 
a minor matter compared with the 




bombing on Feb. 7 or 8 was m 
retaliation for guerrilla attacks on 
eight military posts around Herat 
cm Jan. 29 when to 90 Afghan 
and Soviet soldiers were killed. 

The diplomats said more than 
100 dvihan casualties were also 
reported in boobing by Soviet and 
Afghan planes on Jan. 20 near the 
southern town of Ghazni. Rebels 
had shot down four helicopters 
and two jets in tiie area, they said. 

They said Afghan guerrillas 
were reported preparing for a 
major offensive around foe south 
eastern Garrison town of Khost 
and fighting had increased in the 
eastern provinces of Kunar and 
Nangarhar. 

The diplomats said 170 Af ghan 
soldiers were reported to have 
defected or been captured by the 
guerrillas during fighting around 
Herat late last month. 

They said travellers reported 
daily sweeps by Communist tro- 
ops in villages north of the capital. 
Kabul, in an a p paren t move to 
keep the Salang Highway to the 
Soviet border dear of guerrillas. 

Villages bordering the highway 
were bombarded and one village 
near the town of Istalif destroyed 
and looted with most erf its res- 
idents fleeing to Kabul or to Pak- 
istan, they raid. 

The Istalif area was also bom- 
bed heavily on Feb. 10 or 1 1 in 
apparent retaliation for guerrilla 
ambushes two days previously on 
two military and two civilian con- 
voys, the diplomats said. 

Kabul itself was reported rel- 
atively quiet during the past week. 
The official Bakhtar News Agency 
said up to 15 centimetres of snow 
fell on die capital Monday. 

The Western diplomats agreed 
with earlier reports by guerrilla 
sources that there had been heavy 
fighting in Nangarhar province 
dose to foe Pakistan border since 
late January. 

They raid numerous casualties 
had been reported in a series of 
engagements in the Nazian area. 

The guerrilla sources said a 
large force of Soviet and Af gh an 
troops began an operation against 
the guerrillas on Jan. 27 when they 
readied Nazian with about 200 
tanks and other vehicles. 


entina or the year-long coal strike 
which collapsed last March. 

Mis. Thatcher’s style of lea- 
dership has conre under fire from a 
number erf leading Conservatives, 
including former Defence Min- 
ister Michael Heseltine who res- 
igned over the Westland affair on 
Jan. 9. 

He and other senior ministers 
have argued for a change in foe 
tone and direction of government 
policies and a greater urgency in- 
tackling record unemployment. 

Mis. Thatcher sakl she believed 
the government had the right app- 
roach to reduce tmeoqfeyment in 
the tongrnn, and Britain was pro- 
ducing more new jobs than other 
European countries. 

The only way to create new 
jobs, she said, was for people to set 
up new businesses and expand exi- 
sting enterprises. 


Cardboard 
soldiers 
guard East 
German 
border 


BONN (R) — East Germany is 
using dummy soldiers made of 
cardboard to man watch towers 
along its heavily fortified frontier 
with West Germany, the Interior 
Ministry in Boon said Tuesday. 

In its annual report an the {fed- 
eral Border Police, the ministry 
said its patrols bad registered inc- 
reasing deployment of the dum- 
mies during 1985 as real Com- 
munist soldiers were relocated to 
the rear zone of the border strip. 

“In the forward frontier area 
the watch towers were increasingly 
left unmanned. Cardboard figures 
were installed in them to fool peo- 
ple trying to escape (to the 
West),” it said. 

Another reason for the car- 
dboard cut-outs could be a gro- 
wing manpower shortage in the 
East German border troops, 
which had begun to recruit women 
for active service for the first time, 
the report added. 

More than 700 watch towers dot 
the border, r unning 1700 kil- 
ometres from tile Baltic to the 
Czechoslovak frontier. 

East Berlin has been red- 
eveloping and modernising fro- 
ntier fortifications over the past 
two years and the report said that 
as an apparent result the number 
of successful escapes pl umme ted 
from 54 in 1984 to only 30 last 
year. 

Eight of those who fled were 
East German soldiers, it added. 

Although East Germany had 
cleared away the last minefields in 
the border zone last year, the con- 
struction erf new fences, dog-runs 
and more sensitive alarm devices 
had made the frontier more dif- 
ficult to penetrate than before. 

Border troops were now largely 
deployed on tiie Eastern sde erf 
the zone in more mobile units in a 
strategy aimed at capturing 
would-be escapers before they 
reached the final hurdles to the 
West, the report said. 

Patrols by West German Bor- 
der Police gathered evidence of at 
least 26 escape attempts by East 
Germans which were roiled in the 
frontier strip in 1985, it added. 

They also registered 14 inc- 
ursions by East German soldiers 
onto West German territory but 
failed to apprehend any erf those 
responsible. 

Although observation of the 
East- West frontier remained die 
prime task of the border force, it 
was increasingly involved in dea- 
ling with an influx of Third World 
refugees through normal frontier 
crossings. 


Francophone summit seeks to 
battle growing use of English 


PARIS (R) — Leaders of some 40 
countries attending the first 
French-speaking summit on Tue- 
sday ourtmeda. battle plan to halt 
foe g ro w ing me of Fraffish around 
the world. 

The three-day pioneer summit 
that opened on Monday las been 
tailed by the 15 heads of state. 12 
government leaders and score of 
ministers partkfeating as a chance 
to build a Francophone com- 
monwealth of nations, rivalling 
the Co mmo nweal fo grouping of 
former Britifo colonies. 

The oolycommon bond linking 
the rkher French-speaking mem- 
bers such as France, Canada or 
Belgium, to some of the world’s 
poorest nations, such as Haiti or 
Burkina Faso, is language. 

Preoccupied by the onslaught of 
English as an international lan- 
guage, host President Francos 


miffin n people, a bare four per 
cent of tiie world population, 
French along with English rem- 
ains the only tongue to spread acr- 
oss five continents. 


Mitterrand has called for the def- 
ence of French to be a top priority. 

French officials boast that while 
foe 38 countries and three regions 
at foe summit represent only 120 


To rally the economkfety- 
txoobled developing nations tome 
linguistic war, delegates on Tue- 
sday were to combine p ropo sals 
for aid and technology transfer 
sche-fnes from the industrialised 
nations with a series of schemes to 
boost the influence of French. 

French Overseas Cocperation 
Minister Christian Nucci offered 
25 million francs ($33 million) 
over three years for apiculture 
and crafts in Benin. Burkina Faso, 
. Rwanda and Niger. 

Quebec premier Robert Bou- 
rassa s ugg ested the creation of 
Francophone agencies on energy 

te< ^^ > ^&ials satt foe accent was 

likely to be cm the setting up of 
joint computer banks of new 
Reach, terms in the fields of sci- 
ence and technology. 


Nakasone denies he has 
decided against 3rd term 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime 
Mmister Yasuhiro Nakasone Tue- 
sday he baH told anrtthar 

top politician that be was not thi- 
nking erf staying 00 in office after 
his current term expires later this 
year. 

Sin Kane mam, secretary- 
general of tiie ruling Liberal 


Democratic Party (LDP), said ear- 
day that Mr. Ns 


tier Tuesday that Mr. Nakasone 
had told him recently: “I am not 

thinking of seeking re-election for 
a third term.” 

The prime minister, asked to 
comment on Mr. Kanemam's sta- 
tement, said he made no remarks 
to the LDP secretary-general on 
whether be would step down or 


not 

“All I said was I will follow 
party rules,” Mr. Nakasone told 
reporters. 

The rules allow foe LDP leader, 
who in practice also becomes 
prime minister, only two two-year 
terms in office. 

Mr. Nakasone was re-elected 
LDP chief in November, 1984, 
and his second term expires on 
October 30. But it has beta widely 
predicted he may try to change the 
rales and stay onfor a third term. 

Mr. Kane mam is believed to 
bade Finance Minister Noboru 
Takeshi ta as Mr. Nakasone’s suc- 


cessor. 


Tamil guerrillas free 
kidnapped British woman 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil sep- 
aratist guerrillas Tuesday freed a 
kidnapped British woman in Sri 
Lanka’s northern Jaffna district, 
eyewitnesses said. 

They said Penelope Eva Willis, 
64, whom the guerrfl las accused of 
being a British spy. was handed 
ewer Tuesday to a British diplomat 
Old a British Red-' Cross' rep- 
resentative at Nullur in J affna . 

“She seemed in good health,” 
one witness told Reuters. 

Willis was kidnapped by foe 
Eelam Revolutionary Org- 
anisation erf Students (EROS) at 
Mullaitivua on Sri Lanka’s north 
eastern coast cm Jan. 18. They 
accused her erf being a “front” for 


the British intelligence agency 
MI5. 

The British High Commission 
(embassy) in Colombo sakl last 
month that Wflfis was a freelance 
journalist writing under the name 
of Tremayne for journals covering 
international affairs. 


EROS is one of five guerrilla 
groups fighting for a separate 
Tamil state in foie norfo and east of 
Sri tanka. 


The deputy British High Com- 
missioner in Colombo, P. Lan- 
gridge, later told Reuters: “Mrs. 
Willis was released this evening.” 
Mr. Langridge said Wiltis would 
be flown to Colombo. 


Stopping Tylenol capsule sales to cost millions 


NEW BRUNSWICK. New Jersey 
(R) — Drug companies are rev- 
iewing their capsule medication 
marketing following Johnson and 
Johnson's decision to halt all cap- 
sule sales after foe second round 
of Tylenol poisonings in three 
years. 

Johnson and Johnson said 
Monday that stopping production 
of capsule medicines would cost 
foe firm $150 million. 

The US. Food and Drag Adm- 
inistration (FDA) praised the act- 
ion but said a total ban on capsules 
erf non-prescription drugs would 
be premature. 

The company lost $100 mil lin n 
in 1982 when it recalled all Tyl- 
enol after seven Deoole in Chicago 
dies from cyanide-laced Tylenol. 

Monday’s move came after two 
Tylenol bottles containing cyanide 
were found in Westchester Cou- 
nty, a suburb north of New York 
City. A woman died after swa- 
llowing two of the poisoned cap- 
sules. 


Company Chairman James 
Burke told reporters Monday the 
firm had no choice because “we 
can't control random tampering 
with capsules after they leave our 
plant.” 

The con^rany announced that 
America's best-selling pain rel- 
iever would be replaced by “cap- 
lets,” tablets in capsule shape with 
a special coating to make them 
easy to swallow. 


The Johnson and Johnson ann- 
ouncement came as police in Wes- 
tchester said they were inv- 
estigate; the possibility that a 
bottle ofthe pam reliever Aharin 
had been tampered with. 

They said that while the outer 
seal on the Anadn box was app- 
arently intact when opened, foe 
bottle was cracked and its alu- 
minum seal had been punctured. 


The FDA praised foe action as 
“responsible under tough cir- 
cumstances, but said it would be 
too early to institute a total ban on 
capsules. 

"If we allow terrorists to bla- 
ckmail foe American public and 
take away their freedom, where 
do we begin to draw foe tine? said 
Deputy Commissioner John Nor- 
ris. 


After the seven Chicago deaths, 
Johnson and Johnson spent $100 
million on a Tylenol recall When 
the product returned to the mar- 
ket, it had three tamper-resistant 
seals. 


A group of packaging experts 
will meet with FDA officials to 
decide what further precautions 
can be made. 


Nevertheless, two bottles each 
having five capsules containing 90 
per cent cyanide turned up in two 
nearby stores last week in Bro- 
nxviUe, a Westchester commnnity. 

Burke, saying that the chances 
of this happening were one in a 
billion, mflintninwf foe ta mp er in g 
occurred after foe Tylenol rek-,. 
ched the stoles. 


Captain becomes 1st witness at Soviet liner inquiry 


WELLINGTON (R) — New Zea- 
land began an official inquiry Tue- 
sday into foe sinking of foe Soviet 
cruise liner Mikhail Lermontov 
with foe ship's captain as first wit- 
ness. 

More than 700 passengers and 
crew were rescued after foe 
20325 ton luxury liner sank after 
hittmg a reef in foe Cook Strait 
dividing North and South Island 
on Sunday ni gh t. 

All the passengers, mostly eld- 
erly Australians, and all but one of 
foe crew were rescued without ser- 
ious injury. The sailor, who has 
not been named, was last seen 
below decks shortly before the 
ship sank in 30 metres of water off 
foe northern tip of South Island 
and is believed drowned. 

Capt. Vladislav Boro by ev was 
not at the opening of foe dosed- 
door inquiry — which will decide 
if a frill judicial bearing should be 
held —but testified later after tak- 
ing legal advice. 

In Moscow, foe government 
newspaper Izvesta reported Tue- 
sday that the Soviet Union would 
setnp a special commission to inv- 
estigate the disaster and- the 
Communist Party newspaper Pra- 
vda said Merchant, Marine Min- 
istry cffickls would join foe New 


Zealand investigation. 

Borobyev, who has refused to 
talk to reporters in Wellington, 
said on Soviet television Monday 
night that maps ofthe area did not 
list foe rocks foe ship hit and said 
the liner was being guided by a 
New Zealand pilot, Don Jam- 
ieson. 

Officials said foe charts were 
complete but suggested Soviet 
copies may have been scaled down 
and omitted vital information. 

New Zealand's chief navy byd- 
rographer. Commander Ken 
Robertson, said charts were 
“more than adequate” to have 
kept the liner well dear of danger. 

Inquiry head Captain Steve 
Fonsford said Soviet authorities 
had been asked to supply foeir 
charts to foe inquiry, along with 
radio logs and other documents. 

Passengers said Monday night 
Jamieson had announced over foe 
ship’s broadcast system that he 
was handing foe beta back to the 
captain some time before it struck 
the rocks and drifted into nearby 
Port Gore where it sank after att- 
empts to ground it faded. 

John Reedman, master of foe 
bulk gas carrier Tarihiko which 
rescued more than 350 people, 
said early messages from the str- 


icken ship were confused. The 
Tarihiko reached foe liner shortly 
before it sank, foe first major ves- 
sel to arrive on the scene. 

“Only the Aust ralians could 
cany an d rinking as tiie shy went 
down,” said one radio com- 
mentator Tuesday as passengers 
of the Soviet cruise finer returned 
to Sydney to tell their survival sto- 
ries. 

Most of foe 350 or so Aus- 
tralians on board the <diip were 
elderly, many had lost every thing 
except the dotbes they were wea- 
ring. 

But some told how the orc- 
hestra played on, how foe drinks 
continued to flow as foe ship sta- 
rted to sink, how passengers dan- 
ced as it listed to starboard. 

All on board except one sailor 
were rescued without serious inj- 
ury. 

“As chairs and tables did tow- 
ards one side of tiie room, dancers 
had to walk back uphill to start 
again," sakl Les Waters of Syd- 
ney. 

waters told reporters there was ' 
a dull thud when tiie ship hit a reef 
and it leapt forward several times. 

“Some passengers were ’fri- 
ghtened, one woman was cr ying ‘ 
out foe band kept on playing, so 


we carried on tasting the wife.” 
Jean tames from Queensland 
also enjoyed the free Russian 


wines in foe Bolshoi lounge as the 
20 , 000 - tonne luxury finer started 
to go down.* 

“Glass was flying everywhere 
but we just carried on. 1 was more 
frightened when I was evacuated 



a 


Hyenas kept out, fefit 
bees disrupt party yf 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — ftye- 
trying to "jorn a farewell party 
for a local official were kept.tiut- 
side, bora swarm ofbees had bet- 
ter luck, the Kenya News Agency 
reported Tuesday. The state-xtin 
a gency said bees attacked" about 
30 cooks, police guards and guests 
awai ting the arrival of the out--' 
going chief officer of foe northern 
Moyale district* David Amflany, 
at a party in his honour over foe 
weekend. Almost everyonein the 
{ yfficp was stung at least twice bef- 
ore they ooUm flee, the agejsty- 

said. It said tta party "was deiajfe; 
more than four hours until afeam 
of police and civil servants, le&tp 
tiie master of ceremonies, rotted 

tire bees wifo insecticide and strips 

of burning tires. When ■ foejfei'ty 1 
- resume d, another swarm oLbees : 
which assembled on a fence** kept 
everybody on their toes, but dfe 
not attack,” the 'agtaty/sSi 
'‘Hyenas were roammg- m r Ae, 
compound,” it added, ‘ “but fem- 
inistration police provided ; ’sec- 
urity.” 7 ■’ 


Saudi astronaut < 
to donate his kidneys 


BAHRAIN (R) — The Afeb 
World's first astronaut, Ranee’. 
Sultan Ibn SaJman _Ibn Afeid 
Aziz, has signed a pledge to dan .7 
ate his kidneys after his deatbto 


pdUEAllolli IH-vuui uwi fay -w. , 

^tfRHal Saiidi Press Agency tfep i 
orted from Riyadh. Prince Sultan 
was a crewmember on a- mission 
by foe US. space shuttle Cha- 
llenger last year. . • . 


Cypriot who 
beheaded daughter 
Jailed for life 


NICOSIA (R) —A Cypriot who 
beheaded Ins teenage daughter for 


from the finer on to an oil tanker 
that was carrying liquid fetroleum 
gas,” she said. 

John Muncey, a former naval 
officer who was shipwrecked dur- 
ing World War n, was at the 
wnie-tastBig with his wife June 
when the ship hit the rocks. 

■‘'They announced foe dinner 
would be a little late. We never did 
get it,” be said. 

One young woman, who did not 
want to be identified, saki she had 
immediatel y run g her mother in 
Melbourne after arriving here ona 
specialty chartered aircraft Mbn-= 
day night. : j . ■ 

\!She did not even know tiie rinp- 
hadsunk,” she said. - 
Tfic captain of the Soviet cr uise 
liner told Soviet felcvim Mod- 4 
day foe ship could definitely tie; 
recovered. 

. Asked about the fate of ' foe 
ship, Borobyev . said: 
era - defini tely be recovered^" 


life. Dimitris Mfiiotis, 57* sla- 
ughtered 1 7-year Evi with- 15/ 
titans from a carpfetefs' adzsjfe 
she Slept in a re! stive' s touSe sto 


NicosiasiiitMirblastS^)tenfoer. 
Evi had tried to commit sokwe 


earlier in foe year after Mitiotfev 
.sought to return to his .wife jp . 
Limassol. Mfliotis pleaded notgui- 
Ity, but Judge Sok>n Nikitas 1 ^- 
ected his pica ttat be dkf irot know . 
what he was doing. • 


Gunman uses suak«f 
to rob ticket clerk ^ 


NEW YORK (R) - A thief first ; 
pulled a handgun then pushol a t; 
snake into a bullet-proof glass - 
sales booth in a failed attempt to . 
rob an underground subway ticket 
clerk, police has said. ANew ^ ' m 
City transit spokesman said tfe 
gunman released ' the suke tfe-' - 
ougfa the coin slot when-; foe 
woman salesclerk refused torfe- 
pond to foe firearm. The. ■•'sfe- 
escleik, who later admitted behtg. - 
more terrified of the make than - 
the gun, stiD refused to open ffie \ 

door to the booth .and -ins- 
tead tripped a special alarm,- foe r ' . 
spokesman said. The gunman ted ' 
empty-handed. Police seized: hs ; 
accomplice, a harmless garden - : l 
snake, and tnnral it. over to -the. 
American society' for tta. Pre- ’■ 
ventbn of Cruelty. to AnimaSsT 'V - 


contest cancelled 


BON N (R)' • — An mtematiboal--. . 
dwarf-throwing . competition £: - : 
West Germany next tnpntfr'hfe" ^ 
been cancelled following protest: J 
from Small Pecmle, the .organiser: 
has said. Jams? Carroll; mrectofef ; 
■the entertaaarnents ' agency 
ponsflte fi ^OT gamsing , 

the competition after recewjfe 


■T— ' " " TT * — rr. Hy .v 

People of Restricted Growth. ! !^ 
Wfet Germany , Britain ta# T&s 
Netherlands, Carroll said .hfeftjgfr \ 
considered titedonmetiifes.aJS^', 
tish group .called Gddbal&^ftfr- 
usea T32 metreinan caUedTirfjifr 
foe giant as one of tlKir foafen 

m'Australiaa fewyears 


gumtick fo attract cusromexs^to 
bat? ;and next ., ufodfo’i ;^ 


ertamrneH t for 

tia&d 'm? 








